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LNAIVEL Chrassiiana s1n

_ Honolulu ® Star - Adverbser

Can a lady use the F-word?
Sometimes, but not always

Mimi whether alady can

ever use the F-word. Mimi
is a prodhuct of old guard pro-
priety, which to me, makes

I asked my dear friend

her an impeccable source on |

these matters. Mimi's answer
was short: “No.”

But she wanted to elabo-
rate. “Well," she added, “T've
just started using the word
s—" If you knew Mimi,
you'd understand what an
enormous accommodation
that was io the 21st century.

The F-word is in the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, fully
spelled cut and taking up
nearly two columns. The
word’s not new. The dictio-
nary suspects it dates back
to Middle English. It notes
that “f—" has been re-

garded as “a taboo-word for
centuries” and “until recent
times not often recorded in
print but frequent in coarse
speech.” As you undoubt-
edly know, it refers to copu-
lation.

1 confess that ['ve blurted
it out on rare occasions —
and mainly for literary effect.
Inever use it in ordinary con-
versation and certainly not in
published writing.

l asked my editor at Cre-
ators Syndicate about this
and other rules governing
words her writers may use,
specifically the word
“damn.”

“Good question!” Alessan-
dra Caruso wrote back. “AP
does suggest avoiding pro-
fanity — including ‘damn’ —

unless absolutely necessary,
so my recommendation
would be to use ‘darn’ or
some other G-rated alterna-
tive.” She added, however,
“Iif you do wish to use
‘damn,’  would send it
through with an editor’s
note {as opposed to, let's
say, the F-word, which |
would send through as
‘F-—). Hope this answers
your question.”

it didl. But while I would
never use “{—" in my jour-
nalism, Hong wanted {ree

39 Jvre 3633

rein to use “damn.”

True, Clark Gable’s last
line in “Gone with the Wind”
was nearly cut hecause he
said “damn” —as in
“Frankly, my dear. | don't
give a damn.” But that was
1939, Who gives a damn
about damn these days?

The F-word is something
else. It's still jarring to hear
it thrown around the street
by well-groomed young peo-
ple. And too often it detracts
from meaningful conversa-
tion in movies and stream-
ing series. The writers
probably think of it as a way
to make a character seem
tough. Humphrey Bogart
didn’t need it.

The 1951 American clas-
si¢c “The Catcher in the Rye”
raised more than a few eye-
brows when its young pro-
tagonist used the F-word.
The author LD. Salinger’s in-
tention was to underscore

the kid's phony bravado.

1t was distracting for the
rich Roy chiidren in “Succes-
sion” to say “t—" more often
than they said “and,” espe-
cially because the writers
also blessed their conversa-
tions with clever thoughts.
Perhaps that, too, was in-
tended to show bravado.

“Will & Grace,” the first
network show to feature
openly gay men, made his-
tory again when, in 1999, a
character used an F-word, in
this case referring to the an-
ti-gay siur. Sponsors pulled
out, and the episode van-
ished.

Interestingly, the Katy In-
dependent School District in
Texas canceled a visit by
noted novelist Emma Straub
over her use of the F-word
on social media. Odd that
Strauly would do that, given
she is a noted writer of chil-
dren’s picture books,

Many younger ondine po-
litical commentators throw
around the F-word with
abandon. The obscenity of-
ten seems placed to make
their insights sound more
exciting than they are.

The “Star Wars” franchise
was recently warming up to
set off the F-bomb in its lat-
est offering. The plan was to
let it burst from the mouth
of Maarva Andor without
even a “pardon my Middle
English” in front. Disney said
nope. And so “F-— the em-
pire” was rewritten as “Fight
the empire.” '

How the Galactic Republic
feels about this, we do not
know. Maarva may be irked,
but not me, Frankly, my
dear, | don’t give a fig,
Froma Harrop is a colusnust
with the Creators Syndicate.
Reach her at larrop@gmail
com.
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