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Subject: Re: IM READY-San Juan Testimony
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On Mon, Oct 1, 2018 at 7:47 AM Princess Cainguitan <pc33@hawaii.edu> wrote:



Yuki Lei Sugimura, Committee Chair

Policy and Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, Maui County Council
200 S High St

Wailuku, HI 96793

Dear Chair Sugimura,

Hi, I am Princess Cainguitan. I grew up in the Philippines for nine years, in a town called Badoc,
llocos Norte in Luzon region. In 2008, I immigrated to Hawaii along with thirteen other family
members. Currently, I am a Hospitality and Tourism student at the University of Hawaii Maui
College. During the summer, I was one of the four lucky delegates to cohort to the Philippines.

Upon our arrival at Manila airport, we were greeted by Counselor Vincent and Sir Jimmy from the
City Government of San Juan. We took part in their “Watta Watta Festival” which we rode on top
of the fire truck to bless and be blessed with water by the whole town. Through the event, we were
all able to oversee the bond and teamwork between Mayor Guia, Counselor Vincent, and leaders
in the community to help organize the event. Truly, their hospitality is so different compared to
other places we visited and people we encountered. It is evident to say that San Juan is a fruitful
city because of their influential leaders.

Attending classes in Polytechnic University, San Juan; I was able to witness the perseverance of
students, teachers, and leaders in the community. Sir Jimmy made sure that Sam and I were placed
into classes that led us to gain knowledge about the history and culture of the country. Polytechnic
University took good care of us, not having anything in return. Also, Professor Navida took so
much out of time to share his knowledge to us about the Philippine history, battles, and heroes. In
addition, Sir Navida took us out to eat, toured us around (San Juan, Manila, and Bulacan) and visit
numerous museums. Most especially, Professor Allan took as to his home in Bulacan. From there
we were able to see a different living lifestyle for Filipino residents as opposed to the city lifestyle
in Manila.

I strongly believe that is important to maintain a good relationship between Maui County and San
Juan. The two sister cities can work together to send exchange students from the Philippines and
students from here on Maui. Along with the three students, Lorelle, and Kit we were all able to
experience so much from the two weeks. I am grateful for being part of the LM. READY program
because I got to view life from a different perspective, connecting back my home country, and
discovering myself. I hope to be influential by sharing my knowledge and stories to encourage
other students to apply the upcoming years.

Sincerely,

Princess Cainguitan
University of Maui College Student
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