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Honorable Chair and Members 
  of the County Council 

County of Maui 
Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii 
 

Chair and Members: 
 

 Your Government Relations, Ethics, and Transparency Committee, 
having met on February 27, 2024, makes reference to Resolution 24-13, 
entitled “AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION RELATED TO THE 

EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL KOBAYASHI SUGITA & GODA, 
LLP, IN CHRISTOPHER SALEM V. COUNTY OF MAUI, ET AL., CIVIL NO. 

2CCV-21-0000048.” 
 
 Resolution 24-13’s purpose is to authorize additional compensation, 

in the amount of $75,000, to Kobayashi Sugita & Goda, LLP, as special 
counsel to represent the County of Maui, Richard T. Bissen, Jr. in his 
official capacity, and Kate Blystone, as successor to Kathleen Aoki, in her 

official capacity, in Christopher Salem v. County of Maui, et al., Case 
2CCV-21-0000048. 

 
 Your Committee notes Section 3.16.020(B), Maui County Code, 
requires Council authorization for any settlement of claims or civil 

litigation in excess of $7,500. 
 

 The Corporation Counsel provided an overview of the claims and 
explained the basis for the request for additional compensation, pending 
Council approval, and further requested an executive meeting to discuss 

confidential information related to the claims. 
 
 Your Committee voted to convene an executive meeting, closed to 

the public, to consult with legal counsel in accordance with Sections 
92-5(a)(4) and 92-5(a)(8), Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
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 Following the executive meeting, your Committee reconvened in 
regular session. 

 
 Based on information received in executive session and the 
recommendation of the Department, your Committee voted 8-0 to 

recommend adoption of Resolution 24-13.  Committee Chair U‘u-Hodgins, 
Vice-Chair Paltin, and members Johnson, Kama, Lee, Rawlins-Fernandez, 

Sinenci, and Sugimura voted “aye.”  Committee member Cook was 
excused. 
 

 Your Government Relations, Ethics, and Transparency Committee 
RECOMMENDS that Resolution 24-13, attached hereto, entitled 

“AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION RELATED TO THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL KOBAYASHI SUGITA & GODA, 
LLP, IN CHRISTOPHER SALEM V. COUNTY OF MAUI, ET AL., CIVIL NO. 

2CCV-21-0000048,” be ADOPTED. 
 
 This report is submitted in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules of 

the Council. 
 

 
 

__________________________________________ 

 NOHELANI U‘U-HODGINS, Chair 
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