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March 4, 2020

The Honorable Alice L. Lee

Council Chair

County of Maui
Wailuku, Hawaii 95793
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Dear Chair Lee:

SUBJECT: URGING THE 30TH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE

OF HAWAII TO SUPPORT SENATE BILL 3150 (2020)
TO ADDRESS CARBON EMISSIONS (PAF 20-097)

May I request the attached proposed resolution, entitled "URGING THE
30TH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII TO SUPPORT SENATE BILL

3150 (2020)1, TO ADDRESS CARBON EMISSIONS," be placed on the next
Council meeting agenda.

Sincerely,

7. ̂
KELLY TAKAYA KING

Councilmember

paf:kniat:20-097a

Enclosure

COUNTY COMMUNICATION NO.TTII^



Resolution
No.

URGING THE 30TH LEGISLATURE OF THE

STATE OF HAWAII TO SUPPORT SENATE BILL

3150 (2020) TO ADDRESS CARBON EMISSIONS

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2019, the Maui County Council voted
unanimously to adopt Resolution 19-209 (2019), "ACKNOWLEDGING A
CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND COMMITTING TO AN IMMEDIATE JUST

TRANSITION AND EMERGENCY MOBILIZATION EFFORT TO RESTORE A

SAFE CLIMATE"; and

WHEREAS, the combustion of fossil fuels is the primary contributor
to carbon emissions; and

WHEREAS, Hawaii is the first state in the nation to legally commit
to a zero-emissions, carbon-neutral economy by 2045; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 3150 (2020), currently pending before the
30th Legislature of the State of Hawaii, would amend the environmental
response, energy, and food security tax to address carbon emissions; and

WHEREAS, the bill also seeks to reduce carbon emissions by putting
a price on carbon and is supported by Hawaii's Climate Change Mitigation
and Adaptation Commission, Hawaii's State Energy Office, the Hawaii
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Blue Planet Foundation,
Hawaii Natural Energy Institute, Imua Alliance, and Citizens Climate
Lobby, among others; and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation sets costs on carbon at $40 per
metric ton of carbon dioxide emissions in 2021 and incrementally
increases this tax rate over time so that, in 2030, the tax rate shall be
equivalent to a carbon price of $80 per metric ton of carbon emissions;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation establishes a refundable tax
credit for individuals earning 60 percent or less of the area median income;
and



Resolution No.

WHEREAS, the University of Hawaii is studying the effects of carbon
pricing on the state's economy under Act 122 (2019); and

WHEREAS, Hawaii's Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation
Commission recommends that lawmakers enact carbon pricing, declaring
that a "price on carbon is the most effective single action that will achieve
Hawaii's ambitious and necessary emissions reduction goals"; now,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the County of Maui:

1. That it supports the 2020 legislation to enact carbon pricing
strategies to reduce Hawaii's carbon emissions; and

2. That it urges the 30^ Legislature of the State of Hawaii to pass
Senate Bill 3150 (2020) to confront the Climate Emergency;
and

2. That certified copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
Honorable David Ige, Governor, State of Hawaii; the Honorable
Scott K. Saiki, Speaker, Hawaii State House of
Representatives; the Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, President,
Hawaii State Senate; Maui County's Delegation to the State
Legislature; and the Honorable Michael P. Victorino, Mayor,
County of Maui.
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