February 5, 2026

MEMO TO: WAI-22 File

F R O M: Councilmember Tom Cook, Chair %’W@L
Water and Infrastructure Committee

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATIONAL DOCUMENT RELATING TO

BILL 16 (2026), REGULATING LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC BICYCLES
(WAI-22)

The attached informational document pertains to Item 22 on the
Committee’s agenda.
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EXHIBIT 1:

Hawai‘i State Department of Education
Official Announcement Regarding New E-
Bike and E-Motorcycle Regulations for All

Public School Campuses



HAWAI‘I STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
KA ‘OTHANA HO‘ONA‘AUAO O KE AUPUNI HAWAI‘I

— Q

New regulations announced for electric bicycles
on HIDOE campuses

Nov 5, 2025

Trmm

HONOLULU - The Hawai‘i State Department of Education (HIDOE) has implemented new regulations

governing the use of electric bicycles (e-bikes) on all Department campuses, effective immediately.

“The safety of our students is always our top priority,” Superintendent Keith Hayashi said. “With the
growing popularity of electric bicycles and other motorized vehicles, we have seen both the
convenience they provide and the risks they pose. Although e-bikes are legal for children 15 years of
age and older, we are taking steps to ensure the safety of our students.”

e Electric motorcycles: Electric motorcycles, sometimes called e-motorcycles, electric dirt bikes, or
recreational vehicles, are not allowed on any HIDOE campuses or properties. These vehicles can
reach very high speeds—well above 40 miles per hour—and are not designed for student use. Unlike
e-bikes, e-motorcycles do not have pedals and often have foot pegs instead. This restriction also
applies to e-motorcycles that have fake e-bike pedals, also known as “ghost pedals” or “non-


https://hawaiipublicschools.org/
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propulsion pedal kits,” attached. E-motorcycles cannot be registered as e-bikes.

¢ Elementary and middle/intermediate schools: E-bikes are not allowed on elementary or
middle/intermediate school campuses due to the statutory age restriction placed on e-bike riders.
Children under the age of 15 are not legally permitted to have or operate e-bikes under Hawai‘i
Revised Statutes § 291C-143.5.

e High schools: For students 15 years of age and older, e-bikes are permitted on any HIDOE campus
or property, provided they are registered and licensed by the county in which they reside, as
indicated by a county-issued decal. The decal must be affixed to the e-bike on the upright post
attached to the sprocket facing in the forward direction. The counties will not register, license, or
issue a decal for recreational vehicles, such as e-motorcycles, because they do not meet the
definition of a bicycle. Any e-bike without a properly issued decal shall be confiscated, returned to the
student’s parent, and prohibited from entry on all Department campuses and properties until
properly registered and licensed.

Schools have begun to notify families of these new regulations this week. See parent letter (PDF)

from Superintendent Hayashi.

(Updated Nov. 20, 2025) The following clarifications on e-scooters should be made:

e The regulations do not address e-scooters.

e The regulations govern only student conduct to address concerns about student safety. Although
the physical safety of employees and parents is always a concern, this memorandum does not
govern their conduct.

¢ Schools are expected to enforce all federal, state, and local laws, including laws governing e-
scooters. Section 291C-139(d) of the Hawai‘i Revised Statutes prohibits any person under fifteen
years of age from operating an e-scooter on public property. This also includes laws or
regulations governing other electric vehicles in the future, such as e-skateboards and e-
unicycles, which are currently unregulated.
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EXHIBIT 2:

Correspondence from Superintendent
Keith Hayashi to Parents and Guardians
Outlining Safety Restrictions and Age
Requirements for E-Bikes on School
Property



KEITH T. HAYASHI
SUPERINTENDENT

JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
KA ‘OIHANA HO‘ONA‘AUAO
P.O. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI‘l 96804

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

November 3, 2025

Dear Parents and Guardians,

The safety of our students is always our top priority. With the growing popularity of e-bikes and other
motorized vehicles, we’ve seen both the convenience they provide and the risks they pose. Despite
being legal to ride by children over the age of 15, we are taking steps to help ensure the safety of our
students.

Effective immediately for all Hawai'i State Department of Education (Department) schools:

o E-motorcycles (sometimes called electric dirt bikes or recreational vehicles) are not allowed
on any Department campuses or properties. These vehicles can reach very high speeds—well
above 40 miles per hour—and are not designed for student use. Unlike e-bikes, they do not
have pedals and often have foot pegs instead. This restriction also applies to e-motorcycles
that have fake e-bike pedals, also known as "ghost pedals" or "non-propulsion pedal kits,"
attached. E-motorcycles cannot be registered as e-bikes.

o Elementary and middle/intermediate schools: E-bikes are not allowed on these campuses.
Children under the age of 15 are not legally permitted to have or operate e-bikes under Hawai'i
Revised Statutes § 291C-143.5.

o High schools: Students 15 and older may bring e-bikes to campus only if the bike is properly
registered with the county and displays the required decal. E-bikes without a valid decal will
not be allowed on school property and must be picked up by a parent, if confiscated. E-bikes
can be distinguished from recreational vehicles, such as e-motorcycles, by the presence of
traditional bicycle pedals.

E-bikes can cause serious injury when used unsafely. We ask for your partnership in talking with your
children about safe riding habits and following the law. Together, we can help protect our students
and our school communities.

Mahalo for your support and understanding.

Sincerely,

Wnb’th@——
Keith T. Hayashi

Superintendent
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EXHIBIT 3:

News Report on the Implementation of E-
Bike Bans and Safety Measures at Maui
Intermediate and High Schools Following
State Guidelines
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More Maui schools adopt e-bike bans
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The bike racks at Maui Waena Intermediate School were nearly full with 26 regular
bikes on Friday. HJI / ROB COLLIAS photo

Principal Jacquelyn McCandless was driving to Maui Waena Intermediate School in
Kahului on a spring afternoon in 2024 when she realized electronic bicycles were

becoming a safety problem at the campus.

“I watched our students weave in and out of traffic,” McCandless said. “They created

a dangerous environment for our parents who were driving.”
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At that moment McCandless decided Maui Waena would be the first school in Maui
County to ban e-bikes, some of which can reach speeds of 28 miles per hour. Maui

Waena sent a letter to parents on June 1, 2024, informing them about the new policy.

But it was not until last month, despite it being illegal under Hawai‘i state law for

children under the age of 15 to have or operate e-bikes, that the state Department of

Education set new regulations that banned e-bikes at all elementary and intermediate

schools in its system.

The policy was sent out in a letter to parents on Nov. 3, followed by a news release

on Nov. 5.

For older students, the letter also included regulations on the use of e-bike on state-
run high school campuses. Students 15 years of age and older are permitted to have
e-bikes at any campus or property in the state system, but they have to be registered

and licensed by the county in which they reside, with a county-issued decal.
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The Maui High School bike racks had 30 e-bikes, 10 regular bicycles, and 6 e-
scooters on Wednesday. HJI / ROB COLLIAS photo

The letter also said any e-bike without a properly issued decal will be confiscated and
returned to the student’s parent. Those e-bikes would be prohibited from entry on all

department campuses and properties until it is properly registered and licensed.

“The safety of our students is always our top priority,” state Department of Education

superintendent Keith Hayashi said in the Nov. 5 news release. “With the growing
popularity of electric bicycles and other motorized vehicles, we have seen both the

convenience they provide and the risks they pose.”

‘Tao Intermediate School started to ban e-bikes on campus in January, principal Matt

Dillon said.

“Principal McCandless got us on board with it,” Dillon said. “Once we reviewed it ...

we just saw it as a way to keep kids safe.”

Maui Waena Intermediate School, the feeder school for Maui High, has about 1,040

students this year. McCandless said there were “about 50 e-bike riders” at her school


https://hawaiipublicschools.org/2025-new-regulations-announced-for-electric-bicycles-on-hidoe-campuses/

immediately before the ban she put in place “because | had to buy an additional

rack.”

‘I had seen an uptick of accidents already with e-bikes on O‘ahu and had heard that a
couple of schools had started their ban,” McCandless said. “And | said, ‘we need to
do that.”

McCandless thinks intermediate school age kids are “better off using regular bikes

and to be exercising and hopefully being a little bit more cautious.”

On Friday, the Maui Waena bike racks held 26 regular bikes and no e-bikes. At ‘lao
Intermediate School, only about 12 of 850 students ride regular bikes to school, Dillon

said.

Jerry Lee Dela Cruz Fernandez, a 16-year-old Maui High School junior, is shown
here with his e-bike that he rides to school daily. HJI / ROB COLLIAS photo

Jerry Lee Dela Cruz Fernandez, a 16-year-old Maui High School junior who carries a
4.1 grade-point average, used to ride an e-bike to Maui Waena when he was in
intermediate school. Now, he is one of about 30 student who ride an e-bike to Maui

High. When they reach campus, students are required to get off the bike and walk it



to the school’s bike racks that are located near the school office.

On Wednesday at Maui High School, the largest in Maui County with 1,541 students,
the bike racks held 30 e-bikes, 10 regular bicycles and 6 e-scooters. Maui High has

206 students who drive cars to school.

Fernandez said he is safety conscious, always wearing a helmet when riding his e-
bike. The faster bike allows him to get to school in “5 to 10 minutes” from his Kahului

home.

On weekends and after school, Fernandez enjoys using his Jetson e-bike for

recreation.

“You don’t have to go on your phone,” Fernandez said. “You can just ride your bike,
enjoy the views, just cruise around the neighborhood, watch all the kids play, laugh.
Just being outside, in general, with the bike, just feels very nice, like everything’s in

slow motion. It's relaxing. Very relaxing.”

Maui High Principal Ty Ogasawara said the students at his school “are very

compliant” with the rule that e-bikes must be walked on campus.

“Out in the community ... | know there’s a huge issue with them riding in the street,”
Ogasawara said. “And so it concerns me that that’s the case that these kids are riding

basically a vehicle that they can really get themselves hurt.”

E-bikes have , but so have the risks and number of
accidents as more people adopt them. Over the summer, a
while riding his e-bike through a crosswalk in Ewa Beach on O‘ahu. Just a week ago,

a in Waipahu on O‘ahu.

Kainoa Hopfe, the vice principal in charge of e-bike regulation at Baldwin High
School, said there are fewer than five regular riders to the Wailuku campus attended
by 1,187 students. On Friday, there were two e-bikes locked in Baldwin’s bike racks.

Baldwin has 132 students who drive cars to school.
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Baldwin High School Vice Principal Kainoa Hopfe said there are very few e-bike
riders to the Wailuku school. On Friday, there were only two e-bikes in the school’s
bike rack. HJI / ROB COLLIAS photo

“We haven’t had too many e-bikes on campus,” Hopfe said. “But the ones that | did
see, as soon as the (DOE) announcement was made, | just gave the kids a heads up.

... It needs to have the County of Maui bicycle registration.”

E-bike use also is minimal at Lahainaluna High School, with an enroliment now of
797 students, according to principal Richard Carosso, who sometimes directs traffic

onto campus in the mornings.

“We rarely see e-bike riders for school, but maybe two or three on some afternoons

for extra-curricular activities,” Carosso said. “It is not a problem for us.”

Alana Pico, public information officer for the Maui Police Department, said there has
been only one known traffic fatality on Maui involving an e-bike rider. On Oct. 22, 79-
year-old Richard Holland was riding an e-bike in Kithei when he crashed with a pickup
truck and died.

“Unfortunately our current reporting system does not currently have the ability to
easily track accidents involving e-bikes,” Pico said in an email to Hawai‘i Journalism
Initiative. “Classification can vary depending on factors such as pedals, wattage, and

whether another vehicle was involved.”

Pico added that MPD officers who are posted at Maui County high schools have seen


https://mauinow.com/2025/10/22/bicyclist-suffers-life-threatening-injuries-from-vehicle-crash-in-kihei/

some e-bike activity among youths that could be concerning.

“School Resource Officers have reported issues with e-bike riders who often gather
off campus after school and ride in various areas, which can create safety concerns,”

Pico said.

Fernandez said some e-bike riders he knows can be unsafe, but he tries to be safe.
In addition to wearing a helmet, when he crosses road he makes sure to “look both

ways, left, right,” and watch for cars.

‘I always look behind me and in front of me, like maybe every minute or so,” he said,

adding: “In general, | just watch my speed and | stay on the sidewalk.”

Maui High School Vice Principal Mike Ban said students like Fernandez are the norm

at his school.

“You can see the popularity of the e-bikes among the teenagers,” Ban said. “We see
an increase in the amount of e-bikes being rode to school and around our community
as well. ... Maybe in the last couple of years we’ve seen the popularity of e-bikes

increase.”

Ban added the new regulations from the Hawai’i state Department of Education a
month ago already has a solid base at Maui High where the popularity of riding e-

bikes to school is higher than anywhere else in the county.

“You see it in your neighborhoods,” Ban said. “The whole idea behind this initiative is
to make sure that we educate our students, our community, about being safe. Our

kids feel that it's important.”

Rob Collias
Rob Collias is a general assignment reporter for the Hawai'i Journalism Initiative.

He previously worked as a sports reporter for The Maui News and also spent time
with the Pacific Daily News in Guam and the Honolulu Advertiser.


https://mauinow.com/writers/rob-collias
https://mauinow.com/writers/rob-collias
https://mauinow.com/writers/rob-collias

Crime Statistics Best Maui Activities
Maui Discussion Food and Dining
Housing & Real Estate Maui Events Calendar

Maui Jobs Official Visitors’ Guide

Hawai‘i Journalism Initiative

About Maui Now

Contact Information

Advertise with Us

App

Newsletter

Terms of Service

MAUINOW

Copyright © 2026 Pacific Media Group.
All Rights Reserved.
Privacy Policy | About Our Ads

O o X 0O W



https://mauinow.com/category/crime-statistics/
https://mauinow.com/activities/
https://mauinow.com/category/maui-discussion/
https://mauinow.com/category/food/
https://mauinow.com/category/real-estate/
https://mauinow.com/events/
https://mauinow.com/maui-jobs/
https://mauinow.com/experience-maui/
https://mauinow.com/category/hawaii-journalism/
https://mauinow.com/about/
https://mauinow.com/contact-information/
https://mauinow.com/advertise-with-us/
https://mauinow.com/app/
https://mauinow.com/newsletter/
https://mauinow.com/terms-of-service/
https://pmghawaii.com/
https://mauinow.com/privacy-policy
https://mauinow.com/about-our-ads
https://facebook.com/mauinow
https://youtube.com/mauitodaytv
https://x.com/mauinow
https://instagram.com/mauinownews
https://bsky.app/profile/mauinow.com

Lori Ann M. Tengan

From: Stacy Takahashi

Sent: Thursday, February 5, 2026 11:32 AM

To: Lori Ann M. Tengan; Thomas M. Cook

Cc: Jared P. Agtunong; Keone J. Hurdle; Jarret P. Pascual

Subject: RE: BILL 16 (2026), REGULATING LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC BICYCLES (WAI-22)
Attachments: Memo to WAI-22 file_signed.pdf

Hi Lori,

Please see attached signed memo.

Thanks,
Stacy

Stacy Takahashi

Executive Assistant to Councilmember Tom Cook
Maui County Council

South Maui Residency Area

County of Maui

(808) 270-7108

From: Lori Ann M. Tengan <LoriAnn.Tengan@mauicounty.us>

Sent: Thursday, February 5, 2026 11:11 AM

To: Thomas M. Cook <Thomas.Cook@mauicounty.us>

Cc: Stacy Takahashi <Stacy.N.Takahashi@mauicounty.us>; Jared P. Agtunong <Jared.Agtunong@mauicounty.us>; Keone
J. Hurdle <Keone.Hurdle@mauicounty.us>; Jarret P. Pascual <Jarret.Pascual@mauicounty.us>

Subject: BILL 16 (2026), REGULATING LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC BICYCLES (WAI-22)

Importance: High

Tom,

May I please ask you to e-sign the attached memo to WAI-22 File using Adobe Acrobat
Reader DC and e-mail it back to me for processing today.

Thank you,
Lori

Lori Ann M. Tengan

Committee Secretary

County of Maui | Office of Council Services
Email: loriann. tengan@mauicounty.us
Office: (808) 270-7147 | Cell: (808) 463-1362
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