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Purpose

Protect cultural 
resources in 
highly sensitive 
areas with better 
planning process 



Vision:  That which makes Maui County unique in the world will be preserved, celebrated, 
and protected for generations to come.  

There remains a great deal to protect and preserve within Maui County and much to learn from the 
experiences of the past. The islands that compromise Maui County will be passed from one generation to the 

next, and it is our responsibility to share the best of the County with each other today, yet preserve this special 
place for future generations, and ultimately to perpetuate the Hawaiian value of malama ‘aina. 



CWPP Mandate
Plan Goals, Policies and Actions 

B.  Preserve Local Cultures and Traditions

Goal:  Maui County will foster a spirit of pono and protect, perpetuate, and 
reinvigorate its residents’ multicultural values and traditions to ensure that 
current and future generations will enjoy the benefits of their rich island 
heritage. 

Objective 4. Preserve and restore significant historic architecture, structures, 
cultural districts, and cultural landscapes. 

Implementing Action (C).  Enact an Archeological District Ordinance



Bill Summary
Part 1- Starts with existing framework:

◦ gives CRC ability to refer Hana projects to Hana 
Advisory    

◦ changes CRC member nomination process

Part 2 - Establishes process for creating new cultural overlay 

districts

Part 3 - Establishes new requirements for projects within 

cultural overlay districts 



Part 1

Cultural Resource 
Commission 

Framework Changes 



Uses Existing Regulatory Structure

We worked extensively 
with County Archeologist, 
Department of Planning 
and Corporation Counsel 
on crafting the bill 

Bill places reviewing 
authority with Principal 
Archeologist and existing 
Cultural Resource 
Commission (CRC)



Has the mandate to protect 
cultural resources and has
the expertise and experience 

Cultural Resources 
Commission 



CRC Administrative Rules 

CRC tasked with maintaining an 
inventory of archaeological sites 
and reviewing and commenting on 
archaeological reports



Page 1 – Title 2 Section 2.28.050 
Advisory Committees

This bill adds only Hana Advisory 
Committee to the CRC right now to review 
Hana related items.  

This bills waits to add South Maui and 
Haiku advisory committees to the CRC until 
we designate cultural overlay districts in 
those areas.  



Page 2:  Existing 
requirements
for advisory 
committees

Page 3: Authorizes 
HAC to provide 
recommendations 
to CRC and to hold 
public hearings



Going forwarded: CRC 
appointment process 
updated to match new MPC 
advisory committees:

▪ 6 appointed by Council
▪ 3 appointed by Mayor
Adds knowledge of cultural 
resources as a requirement 

Page 3 – Changes 
Appointment Process



Page 4 – No Changes to CRC
Member Requirements  

Title 2 Section 2.88.30 (C.)
Majority of members professionals in 
archaeology, planning, architecture, or 
Hawaiian culture or history

Members from different areas of 
County with one from Lanai and 
Molokai 



Page 4 - Adds New Mid-term 
Vacancy Appointments

2.88.030 (E.) Mirrors new MPC 
Advisory Committee appointment 
process:

▪ Mid-term vacancy due to 
resignation, death, or
missing 50% or more meetings

▪ Council appoints Council seats
▪ Mayor appoints Mayor seats 



Page 5 - Adds Archeologist to CRC Staff 
and Makes Her the CRC SHPD Liaison

Title 2 Section 2.88.090 – Administration

▪ PA has access to state and private  
database & cultural maps

▪ has professional expertise, PhD. in    
archaeology



Part 2

Establishing the Districts 
and 

Geographic Boundaries



The bill adds cultural overlay 
districts to existing Maui Code 
Title 19 Section 19.48  

Renames Chapter 19.48 to:
MAUI COUNTY HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
AND CULTURAL DISTRICTS

Page 5 – Renames Chapter 19.48 



Page 6 –Section 19.48.010 
Existing Title and Purpose

“In order to promote the economic, cultural, 
and general welfare of the people of the 
County and to ensure the harmonious, 
orderly, and efficient growth and 
development of the County, it is deemed 
essential by the council that the qualities 
relating to the history and culture of the 
County be preserved, thereby creating 
attractions* for visitors and residents alike.”



Page 6- New Purpose Language

“Certain geographically definable areas 
contain a great density of cultural and 
archeological resources and development 
in these areas may disturb cultural, 
archaeological, and burial sites. Many of 
these sites are significant and require 
consideration and careful planning to 
ensure preservation.”



New Purpose Language Continued…

“This chapter ensures that actions taken within the designated areas
are conducted in a manner that will preserve, maintain, and enhance
those characteristics that are recognized as culturally, historically,
archeologically significant, and valuable to the public. Establishment
of historic districts and cultural overlay districts also serve to alert
developers to the potential for discovery of cultural deposits when
there is ground disturbance related to construction and provides for
additional review to ascertain and mitigate impacts.”



Page 6 - New Definitions
Archeological eco-indicator:

Any organism or physical land feature indicative of an 
environment or set of environmental conditions relating to 
cultural resources.

Cultural overlay district:

An area with features that are culturally, historically, or 
archaeologically significant and where certain additional 
requirements are superimposed upon a base zoning 
district or underlying district and where the requirements 
of the base or underlying district may or may not be 
altered.



Page 6 - Who Can Nominate 

Title 119 Section 19.48.020:  

Any agency, organization, or 
individual may nominate  



Pages 6 -7:
The Nomination
Process



Principal Archeologist 

to
Cultural Resource Commission 

Cultural Resource Commission 
to 

Maui Planning Commission

The 
Process

Planning Commission
to 

Council within 90 days



Page 7 – Criteria for 
District Nomination 
One or more:

1.    Pattern of or complex of sites

2.    An association with a historic event

3.    An association with an important historic person

4.    A particular type, period, or method of construction, or high  
artistic value

5.   Importance to Native Hawaiian people or to  another 

ethnic group because of associations with cultural 

practices, traditional beliefs, events, or oral accounts that 

are important to the group’s history and cultural identity

6.   Religious or spiritual value

7.   Are or in close proximity to a known burial site or burial grounds



Part 3

District Permit Review 



Updates and clarifies 
existing code language for 
historic district plan 
review

No affect on cultural 
resources or mention of 
new districts   

Pages 8 - 9 Clean-up Language for 
Existing Historic District Process 



Pages 9 & 11- Grading & Grubbing 
Permits to be Reviewed

Grading and Grubbing 
permits to be first 
reviewed by principal 
archeologist and if 
potential impacts then 
reviewed by CRC

30 day time limit for 
review for Principal 
Archeologist to determine 
of potential impacts



Page 10 - Permit Review Criteria
1.  Proximity to known cultural resources or archaeological sites

2.  The presence of soil types, vegetation, and topography associated  
with cultural resources or archaeological eco-indicators warranting  
additional review

3.  The presence of historic and existing waterways, wetlands, and 
back-filled areas

4.  The location of important pre-contact & post-contact events  

5.  Proximity to a known burial, burial ground complex, or burial   
preserve

6.  The effect on post-contact historic resources



The
Hana

Cultural 
Overlay
District

Bill



Proposed Hana Cultural District 

▪ The Hana bill included today is only for 
informational purposes to show the end result of a 
designated district

▪ The boundaries are based on the Hana Moku.

▪ The first bill must be enacted for the Hana bill to be     
approved, but the review process can begin.  



Principal Archeologist to 
Hana Advisory Committee

Cultural Advisory Committee to
Maui Planning Commission 

The 
Bill 

Review
Process

County Council has final authority 



Questions?




