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FROM LITERACY TO INDOCTRINATION TO REEMERGENCE
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The State of Hawaiian Education

1831-1893

HAWAIIAN
KINGDOM

1893-1978

REPUBLIC OF HAWAIʻI
TERRITORY

STATEHOOD 

1978-present

POST
STATEHOOD

LITERACY
EDUCATION

INDOCTRINATION
ASSIMILATION

DENATIONALIZATION

REEMERGENCE
EDUCATION



NĀ KULA 
KAIAPUNI

HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE
IMMERSION SCHOOLS

PUBLIC & CHARTER

HAWAIIAN
FOCUSED

CHARTER SCHOOLS

KAMEHAMEHA
PRIVATE
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The State of Hawaiian Education

28 SCHOOLS
3,500 STUDENTS 

10 SCHOOLS 3 SCHOOLS
5,500 STUDENTS 

REEMERGENCE



 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

258 SCHOOLS
156,518 STUDENTS

40,000 
HAWAIIAN STUDENTS

 
 

REEMERGENCE 
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The State of Hawaiian Education

Kaiapuni + 
Culture based + 

Kamehameha
 10,000

HAWAIIAN STUDENTS 
 

20% 80%



KAIAPUNI
HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE
IMMERSION SCHOOLS

 

3,500 
STUDENTS 

REEMERGENCE OF ʻŌLELO
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The State of Hawaiian Education

1978 1985
1987

1994

Hawaiʻi
Constitutional
Convention Pūnana Leo

Nā Kula Kaiapuni
Hawaiian Langauge

Immersion

Charter School
Law

1980
DOE Requires

Hawaiian History
& Culture 

+ Kūpuna Program
Grades 4, 7 & 11 

ʻŌLELO



Hawaiian Language Schools 

Ea
 H

aw
ai

ʻi |
 2

02
3

Nā Kula Kaiapuni 

REEMERGENCE
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INDOCTRINATION + ASSIMILATION

1978
1894

1900
1959

Hawaiʻi
Constitutional
Convention

1893

HAWAIIAN 
RENAISSANCE

STATEHOOD  

1960ʻs-70ʻs

POLITICAL
POWER
LANGUAGE

ECONOMICS
EDUCATION
HEALTH

DECLINE

TERRITORY

REPUBLIC OF HAWAIʻI

OVERTHROW OF
HAWAIIAN KINGDOM

GOVERNMENT
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ʻŌLELO Hawaiian language & Education 

1978

1896
1919

1935

Hawaiʻi
Constitutional
Convention

OVERTHROW OF
HAWAIIAN
KINGDOM

GOVERNMENT
1893

ACT 57
ENGLISH ONLY

LAW 

ACT 57
Provided, however, that the
Hawaiian language shall be taught
in addition to the English in all
normal and high schools of the
Territory;  

ACT 57
...and that daily instruction for at least ten
minutes in conversation or, in the
discretion of the department, in reading
and writing, in the Hawaiian language shall
be given in every public school conducted
in any settlement of homesteaders under
the Hawaiian Homes Commission;   
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Hawaiian Language Schools

LITERACY

INDOCTRINATION

REEMERGENCE

POLITICAL
POWER
LANGUAGE
ECONOMICS
HEALTH
EDUCATION

DECLINE



Missionariesʻ Influence Revisited
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O kekahi keiki o ke aupuni Hawaii, ua noho oia ma na
moku hikina o Nu Ladana, ma Amerika Huipuia...

O na keiki Hawaii kekahi i hoi pu mai me na Misionari, o
George Humehume, Mr. Thomas Hopu, William Kanui, Mr.
Honolii, a me Mr. Paulaliilii. A he mau hoailona oiaio keia.
Ua launa aloha maoli ko Hawaii nei me ko Amerika; aia
na keiki Hawaii ke alakai nei i ka lakou mau malihini, e

hookipa oluolu i ko lakou aina hanau.
 

1. Thaddeus: 5 of 22: John Honolii, Thomas Hopu, William
Kanui, Humehume & Paulaliilii
2. Thames: 3 of 18: Cooperee, William Kamahoula &
Richard Kalaiulu + 1 Tahitian (Popohe/Pupuhi)
3. Parthian: 4 of 20: George Kailaa, Henry Ukalimoa, John
Laaulana & Samuel Pahu



Nā Kula ma Maui
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1824: 2,689 haumana
1827: 8,805 haumana
1828: 8,698 haumana
1829: 11,386 haumana
1830: 11,928 haumana
1831: 11,170 haumana

1832: 11,806 haumana
 

1833 Hōʻike ma Maui
“1685 ka poe hiki ke heluhelu i ka palapala.

hoike ana o na kamalii...659 lakou”
 
 

ʻO ka naʻauao ke kumu e paʻa ai ke aupuni. 
ʻO ka naʻauao ke kumu e waiwai ai ke aupuni. 

ʻO ka naʻauao ke kumu e noho aliʻi.
Ulumāheiheihoapili, 1835

 



Kula Nui: Lahainaluna & Beyond
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"A ma Lahainaluna i ku ai ka hale kulanui o
keia pae aina mai Hawaii a Kauai. A ma keia
kula e loaa ai ka naauao, a maanei no hoi i

ikeaʻi na kanaka Akamai, a pehea la kakou e
loaa ai ka pono a kakou."

Kauikeaouli, 1834



Literacy, Curriculum & the Press
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During this decade, a remarkable series of maps, charts, text illustrations, and views of the
Hawaiian Islands were produced. The maps include sacred and secular plates for atlases, as

well as separate wall maps for classroom use…The engravings were all the work of young
Hawaiians, most of them seminary students, and for many of these, the images and maps

which they produced were probably the first pictorial records they had ever had close contact
with…at no time were similar engraving operations either proposed or commenced anywhere

in Oceania in the nineteenth century.
 

Forbes, D. (2012). “Engraved at Lahainaluna: A History of Printmaking by Hawaiians at the Lahainaluna Seminary, 1834 to 1844.”



Aʻo Palapala --> Hoʻonaʻauao
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Kahu Kula
Minister of Public Instruction

Board of Education



Hawaiian Youths Abroad

Ea
 H

aw
ai

ʻi |
 2

02
3

Henry Kapena
Scotland, 1882
Hugo Kawelo

Scotland, 1882
John Lovell

Scotland, 1882
Joseph Kamauoha

England, 1882
Matthew Makalua

England, 1882
Abraham Piianaia

England, 1882

Thomas Spencer
United States, 1882

Thomas P. Cummins
United States, 1885

David Kawananakoa
United States, 1885

August Herring
Italy, 1887

Henry G. Marchant
United States, 1887

Maili Nowlien
Italy, 1887

James Kaneholo Booth
Italy, 1881

Robert N. Boyd
Italy, 1881

Robert W. Wilcox
Italy, 1881

Isaac Harbottle
Japan, 1882

James Hakuole
Japan, 1882

James Kapaa
China, 1882
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University of Hawaiʻi
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University of Hawaiʻi
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Our Work Today
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ESCS Committee

From: Kaheleonolani Dukelow <kaheleon@hawaii.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 6, 2023 6:57 AM
To: ESCS Committee
Subject: Hawaiian Education Presentation
Attachments: Field School Hawaiian Education-2.pdf

Aloha,  
Here is the single presentation for todayʻs County Council meeƟng, all three of us will present this. 
 
Mahalo, Kahele 
 
 
--  
Kahele Dukelow  
Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs l University of Hawaiʻi Maui College 

 You don't often get email from kaheleon@hawaii.edu. Learn why this is important 


