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ADEPT Committee

From: County Clerk

Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2024 11:22 AM

To: ADEPT Committee

Subject: FW: Testimony on ADEPT-1(26)

Attachments: LPP recomendations - Dept of Ag_DRAFT COM Food -Nutrition Security Plan.pdf

From: Makalea Ane <makalea@living-pono.org>  
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2024 11:16 AM 
To: County Clerk <County.Clerk@mauicounty.us> 
Subject: Testimony on ADEPT-1(26) 

Aloha ADEPT committee,  

I would like to provide testimony/feedback on DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, DRAFT MAUI COUNTY FOOD AND 

NUTRITION SECURITY PLAN (ADEPT-1(26))

See attached for comments, suggestions, and edits to this plan

The Living Pono Project is dedicated to supporting many aspects of this plan to enhance a circular economy here in 
Hawaii to meet our State and County Sustainability Goals. In particular we have secured two lots at 150 Hana Highway to 
upscale our current pop up market that services Fire survivors and our local farmers by purchasing local produce for 
distribution. Additionally, we will build on our success to help families create better opportunities for themselves and 
their ohana (with key collaborators from UHMC, Nohoana Farms, and GoFarm). Our goal is to establish a self-sustaining 
system that reduces grant dependency and lays the kahua (foundation) for a circular economy.  

Key activities include: 

1. Support farmers in expanding their operations and creating value-added products 
2. Connect agricultural procedures with individuals we currently service seeking new career opportunities 
3. Build our a central Resilience Hub to support economic recovery in “normal times” and in times of “shocks 

and stressors” 
4. Provide resources, host business classes, workshops, and trainings 
5. Address barriers of entry into other programs 
6. Reduce risk to entry into ag related economy (including edible and non-edible products) 

    Mobile slaughter facility 
    Mobile poi mill/certified kitchen 
    Makeke for food and product aggregation and distribution 
    Micro-grants and contracting opportunities 

Outcomes: 

You don't often get email from makalea@living-pono.org. Learn why this is important
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1. These initiatives will address gaps in our islands circular economy and integrate with existing programs to 
enhance their impact.  

2. Reduce barriers to entry in Maui's agriculture sector by providing essential infrastructure and resources.  
3. Create economic opportunities for those affected by the maui fires 

Malama Ola,
Makale'a Ane
Climate and Resilience Director 

Living Pono Project 
95 Lono Ave #110 
Kahului, HI 96732 
(808)866-7452 
https://www.livingponoproject.org
https://www.facebook.com/LivingPonoProject
https://www.instagram.com/livingponoproject/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=JNE3ARGXWBUHC
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_________________________________________________________ Backpack buddies... poi

Satelite Kitchens
 -receive and prep
School Farms
 - Encourage designation
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Satelite Kitchens for receiveing and prepping produce for cafeterials

County Operated 
 Farmers Markets
ex. Kauai County
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Support loko'ia our traditional refrigerator in emergencies

facilities, cold and dry storage

include free drying and dehydrating. Kalo, ulu, uala flour production
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Increase State run hunting areas/programs
with infrastructure

+++ this is great

uala
+++++ absolutely, need enforcement

and practices: mulching
vermicomposting501c13

R1 water reuse on ranchland,doubles 
as fgreen firebreaks and fuel reduction

+++++ absolutely

Living Pono Project is committed to 
implementing these objectives

Funding for shared use - Equipmet coop with funding for operators and mechanics for maintenance 

Funding for conservation efforts ensure protection of
freshwater recources
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78934,(:3;� (:31=(B-�B**.�<1*.'4,(*+�&+.�(+413&=3�,E3�&D*'+,�*B�B**.�>1*A+�B*1�6*4&64*+='D<,(*+F�A(,E�&�B*4'=�*+�4'6,'1&66-�1363:&+,�B**.=�&+.�='=,&(+&863�<1*,3(+�=*'143=?2'<<*1,�<1*.'4,(*+�*B�4'6,'1&66-�1363:&+,�41*<=�='4E�&=�M'6'F�I&6*F�M'&6&F�&+.�D&(G&F�='4E�&=�8-13.'4(+>�,&N�8'1.3+�B*1�,E3=3�B&1D31=�&+.�(+4*1<*1&,(+>�D*13�*B�,E3=3�41*<=�(+,*�=4E**6�B**.?2'<<*1,�.3:36*<D3+,�*B�:&6'3O&..3.�<1*.'4,=�,*�(+413&=3�,E3�&:&(6&8(6(,-�*B�6*4&6�B**.F�',(6(P38-<1*.'4,=F�&+.�3N,3+.�=E36B�6(B3�J.331�931I-F�3,4?L@+413&=3�,E3�+'D831�&+.�4&<&4(,-�*B�Q2 "H=,&,3�(+=<34,*1=�,*�>*�*',�*+�E'+,=F�='4E�&=�8-�=E&1(+>,E3�4*=,=�*B�B6-(+>�(+=<34,*1=�B1*D�*,E31�&13&=�,*�%&'(�)*'+,-�*1�<1*:(.(+>�=4E*6&1=E(<=�B*1�%&'(13=(.3+,=�,*�834*D3�(+=<34,*1=?R=,&86(=EH3N<&+.�4*'+,-�,1&<<(+>�<1*>1&D=�B*1�<(>=F�AE(4E�D&I3=�(,�3&=(31�B*1�(+=<34,(*+�=,&BB�,*83�*+=(,3�RN<6*13�&6,31+&,(:3�&<<1*&4E3=�,*�(+=<34,(*+�B*1�E'+,3.�D3&,S'(6.�&�,E1(:(+>�6*4&6�<6&+,�+'1=31-�&+.�=33.�(+.'=,1-�A(,E�&�B*4'=�*+�4'6,'1&66-�1363:&+,�41*<=�&+.<13=31:(+>�,E3�>3+3,(4�.(:31=(,-�*B�6*4&66-�&.&<,3.�:&1(3,(3=2'<<*1,�<1*.'4,(*+�*B�=33.�41*<=�B*1�6*4&6�'=3F�='4E�&=�8-�A*1I(+>�A(,E�0!)2�&+.� 7"�,*�<&-<3*<63�AE*�>1*A�=33.=�B*1�B**.�<1*.'4,(*+�&+.�4*:31�41*<=2'<<*1,�+'1=31-�8'=(+3==3=�(+�=34'1(+>�6&+.�&+.�D&I3�2,&,3�&+.�)*'+,-�6&+.�&:&(6&863�,*+'1=31(3=R=,&86(=E�=33.�8&+I=�&+.�='<<*1,�=33.�=&:(+>F�D&-83�&�B133�8'6I�=33.�8&+I�A(,E�:*'4E31=�,*�>3,=33.=�(+=,3&.�*B�>1&+,=�,*�B(66�*',�*1�<&<31A*1I
Network of nurseries and seed banks

Educational Programs such as Kanu ka Ike to preserve agri-cultural knowledge

Example: Taro Tax exemption SB1499
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"#$%&�'()*�+,)-./�%,,0�1�2).3*.*,-�456)3*./�78(-
9:;56.*<5=�4)>>,3.�>3,0)653?�*-�-(<*@(.*-@�35@)8(.*,-?�(-0�350)65�)--565??(3/�35@)8(.,3/:)305-?A%)-0�5-.35>35-5)3?B*>�>3,@3(C?�.B(.�?)>>,3.�?C(88�:)?*-5??5?D�>3,<*0*-@�C*-*E@3(-.?D�8,(-?D�(-0.56B-*6(8�(??*?.(-65�.,�F,,0�:)?*-5??5?A�&B5?5�6,)80�:5�C*63,E@3(-.?�.,�6,<53�5G>5-?5?�.B(.�(356,CC,-8/�:(33*53?�.,�F,,0�?/?.5C�?.(3.)>?�H*A5A�8*65-?*-@�,3�85@(8�F55?IA4)>>,3.�.B5�635(.*,-�,F�F,,0�:)?*-5??�*-6):(.,3?�(-0�6,CC536*(8�J*.6B5-?�F,3�F,,0�:)?*-5??�,K-53?.,�@3,K�(-0�?6(85�8,6(88/�?,)3650�(-0�>3,0)650�F,,0?A+8(3*F/�6,)-./�(-0�?.(.5�35@)8(.*,-?�.B(.�*C>(6.�?C(88�F,,0�:)?*-5??5?D�*-68)0*-@�6,..(@5�F,,0�8(K?L.*8*M5�+,CC)-*./�NC>3,<5C5-.�"*?.3*6.?�H+N"?I�.,�85<53(@5�(00*.*,-(8�*-<5?.C5-.�*-�-5*@B:,3B,,0F,,0�?/?.5C�:)?*-5??5?�(-0�*-F3(?.3)6.)35A

9:;56.*<5=�N-635(?5�C(3J5.�(665??�F,3�8,6(8�>3,0)653?�1�?)>>,3.�<(8)5�6B(*-�6,,30*-(.*,-A4)>>,3.�>3,0)653?�K*.B�-5.K,3J*-@D�(665??*-@�C(3J5.?D�(-0�C(.6BC(J*-@�K*.B�8,6(8�?.,35?4)>>,3.�C,35�(<5-)5?�F,3�?(85D�?)6B�(?�:3,J53�-5.K,3J?D�?.(.5EF)-050�>3,;56.?D�F(3C53?�C(3J5.?D*-68)0*-@�C,35�C(3J5.?�F,3�?C(88�>3,0)653?�,-�',8,J(*4)>>,3.�.3(-?>,3.(.*,-�(-0�6,88(:,3(.*,-�.,�@5.�?C(88�>3,0)653?O�>3,0)6.?�.,�C(3J5.�H5G=+,,30*-(.5�.3(-?>,3.�F,3�>3,0)653?�*-�P(?.�'()*D�?)6B�(?�:/�)?*-@�5C>./�.3)6J?�85(<*-@�Q(-(#(-6B�4.,35�1�Q(?5@(K(�R5-53(8�4.,35�.,�.3(-?>,3.�F,,0�@3,K-�*-�P(?.�'()*I4.(3.�(�F(3C53?O�B)*�.,�5-?)35�.B(.�>3,0)653?�(35�>(*0�?.(-0(30�3(.5?�F,3�>3,0)65D�5?>56*(88/�:/8(3@5�:)/53?�?)6B�(?�B,.58?D�(-0�?)>>,3.�>3,0)653?�*-�05<58,>*-@�6,-.3(6.?�(-0�-5@,.*(.*-@�F,3F(*3�>3*65?4)>>,3.�8,6(8�C(3J5.?�F,3�J(8,D�S)8)D�-*)D�(-0�,.B53�6)8.)3(88/�3585<(-.�F,,0?"5<58,>�(�>*>58*-5�.,�@5.�(G*?�0553�.,�8,6(8�C(3J5.?D�5?>56*(88/�.,�F,,0�(??*?.(-654)>>,3.�F*?B53*5?D�?)6B�(?�:/�5?.(:8*?B*-@�+,CC)-*./�4)>>,3.50�%*?B53*5?�K*.B�*-0*<*0)(8�F*?B53?(-0�8,J,�*O(N-635(?5�)-053?.(-0*-@�H.B3,)@B�35?5(36BD�5.6I�,F�F*?B�(-0�(T)(.*6�F,,0�C(3J5.?�.,�?)>>,3.�F*?B53C(3J5.�(665??$00�F(3C53?�C(3J5.?�.,�.B5�$@�"*356.,3/�(-0�*-F,3C(.*,-�,-�B,K�.,�;,*-�(?�(�<5-0,3�,3�6)?.,C53U05<58,>�C(>�,F�%(3C53?O�'(3J5.?�(-0�$@3*6)8.)35�9>>,3.)-*.*5?73,C,.5�(-�P(.�V,6(8�'()*�6(C>(*@-�.,�5-6,)3(@5�35?*05-.?D�@3,653/�?.,35?D�B,.58?D�(-0�,.B538(3@5�>)36B(?53?�.,�>3*,3*.*M5�8,6(8D�?)?.(*-(:85�F,,0?�*-�.B5*3�>3,6)35C5-.�+35(.5�(�6)?.,C53E,3*5-.50�0*356.,3/�?B,K*-@�KB535�/,)�6(-�>)36B(?5�8,6(8�F,,0D�?)6B�(?�(-�(>>8*?.*-@�35.(*853?�H@3,653/�?.,35?D�F(3C53?�C(3J5.?D�F(3C�?.(-0?D�5.6AI�(-0�35?.()3(-.?A"5<58,>�>)36B(?*-@�@)*058*-5?�.B(.�>3*,3*.*M5�8,6(8�(-0�?)?.(*-(:85�F,,0D�?)6B�(?�:/�?5..*-@�.(3@5.?F,3�W�,F�F,,0�?,)3650�8,6(88/�,3�5?.(:8*?B*-@�?5>(3(.5�:*00*-@�>3,65??5?�F,3�8,6(8�>3,0)653?D�F,38,6(8�@,<53-C5-.�(@5-6*5?A&3(*-�F).)35�@5-53(.*,-?�,F�6B5F?�.,�)?5D�>3*,3*.*M5D�(-0�>3,C,.5�8,6(8�*-@350*5-.?�
Utilize: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/20ac6a7b09284684805e4b5d2ceee158/page/Main-Page/

Living Pono Project initiative
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"#$%&�'()*�+,)-./�%,,0�1�2).3*.*,-�456)3*./�78(-

9:;56.*<5=�"5<58,>�?).)35�@5-53(.*,-A�,?�?(3B53A�(-0�A)>>,3.�,-@,*-@�(0<(-65B5-.�?,36)335-.�>3,0)653ACDE>(-0�>(3.-53AF*>A�G*.F�"9D�(-0�*-.5@3(.5�(@3*6)8.)35�*-�.F5�68(AA3,,B�.,�@3,G�(�?).)35�@5-53(.*,-,?�?(3B53A�H(A�,-5�6,BB)-*./�B5B:53�A(*0I�J'(K5�(@�>3,@3(BA�(665AA*:85�?,3�(88�A.)05-.A�L�-,.;)A.�(A�<,8)-.553�F,)3A�,3�05.5-.*,-MN"5<58,>�(�6,BB)-*./O03*<5-�(@3*6)8.)35�6)33*6)8)BI�A)6F�(A�:/�G,3K*-@�G*.F�KP>)-(�.,�635(.5�(6)33*6)8)B�(-0�>(AA�0,G-�.F5*3�(@3*6)8.)3(8�K-,G850@5DA.(:8*AF�B,35�A6F,,8�@(305-A�(-0�F*35�:,.F�A.(??�(-0�A.)05-.�@(305-�6,,30*-(.,3A�.,�*-635(A56(>(6*./�(-0�5-(:85�A.)05-.A�.,�@(*-�B,35�85(053AF*>�(-0�G,3K�5E>53*5-65�Q-635(A5�A)>>,3.�?,3�(@3*6)8.)35�(-0�@(305-�.5(6F53A�H?)-0*-@�.,�6,<53�A)>>8*5A�?,3�68(AA3,,BI.3(*-*-@�,>>,3.)-*.*5AI�5.6CN9??53�(00*.*,-(8�%(3B53�D0)6(.*,-�73,@3(BAI�(665AA*:85�*-�B)8.*>85�8(-@)(@5A�DE>(-0�%(3B53�DE.5-A*,-�A53<*65A�(-0�A)>>,3.�0*356.�B5-.,3AF*>�?,3�>3,0)653A�73,<*05�>(.FG(/A�?,3�(@3*6)8.)35�;,:AI�*-68)0*-@�:/�A.35-@.F5-*-@�>(3.-53AF*>A�:5.G55-�F*@F�A6F,,8A(-0�RS'+�.,�F58>�A.)05-.A�(665AA�>*>58*-5A�.,�(@�.3(*-*-@�(-0�?*-(-6*(8�A)>>,3.�?,3�.3(*-*-@9??53�(-�(@3*6)8.)35�(35(�(.�"9D�6(3553�0(/A�(-0�5A.(:8*AF�(�A.(-0(8,-5�$@3*6)8.)35�+(3553�"(/4)>>,3.�(-0�5E>(-0�>(*0�*-.53-AF*>�>3,@3(BA�4)>>,3.�>3,0)653�B5-.(8�F5(8.F�(-0�:)*80�6(>(6*./�?,3�B5-.(8�F5(8.F�A)>>,3.�QB>3,<5�6,BB)-*6(.*,-�HB(3K5.*-@I�65-.3(8�F):AN�?,3�?(3B�,>>,3.)-*.*5A�(-0�85(3-*-@�,>>,3.)-*.*5ACQ05-.*?/�(�B50*(�>(3.-53�,3�>(3.-53�G*.F�?,,0�0*A.3*:).,3A�GF,�(835(0/�G,3K�G*.F�>3,0)653A�H4)-%35AFIT,6(8�S(3<5A.I�UQ7I�5.6CNC�

9:;56.*<5=�Q-635(A5�?(3B�<*(:*8*./�(-0�.F5�<*(:*8*./�,?�?(3B*-@�(A�(�A)A.(*-(:85�(-0�?)8?*88*-@�6(3553CQ-635(A5�(665AA�.,�6(>*.(8I�A)6F�(A�:/�5E>8,3*-@�+"VW�?)-0*-@�?,3�.F5�+,)-./�(-0�?8,(.*-@�B)-*6*>(8:,-0A�.,�?3,-.�+"VW�?)-0A73,<*05�@3(-.A�.,�>(/�?,3�8(:,3�.,�*-A.(88�?5-6*-@I�5856.3*6�?5-6*-@I�(-0�G(.53�*-?3(A.3)6.)35Q-635(A5�?*-(-6*(8�8*.53(6/�:/�A)>>,3.*-@�AB(88�:)A*-5AA�05<58,>B5-.�?,3�?(3B53AI�5A>56*(88/�?,3T(-(*�(-0�',8,K(*�H35@)8(3�6,BB)-*./�9D"�6,-A)8.(.*,-AN��DA.(:8*AF�(�TX-(Y*O:(A50�9D"�A>56*(8*A.I�8*K5�',8,K(*I�(-0�(-�(--)(8�:)A*-5AA�?(*3DE>(-0�@3(-.�G3*.*-@�A)>>,3.�(-0�(>>8*6(.*,-�6,(6F*-@�+,-A*053�35A.3)6.)3*-@�.(E5A�,-�(@�*->).AI�:,.F�6,)-./�.(E5A�.(E5A�(A�G588�(A�A.(.5�.(E5AQ05-.*?/�(-0�*B>85B5-.�A.3(.5@*5A�.,�F58>�>3,0)653A�(6F*5<5�8*<*-@�G(@5DE>8,35�-5G�Z,-*-@�6,05A�.F(.�B(K5�*.�5(A*53�.,�8*<5�GF535�/,)�?(3B�H*-68)0*-@�B(K5AF*?.�A.3)6.)35AN4)>>,3.�B*E50�)A5�Z,-*-@[56,�<*88(@5�Z,-*-@4):A*0*Z5�.F5�6,A.�,?�:)*80*-@�F,)A*-@�,-�(@�8(-0�\�*.�*A�6)335-.8/�G(/�.,,�5E>5-A*<5�.,�0,�A,�GF*6FB(K5A�*.�F(30�.,�(??,30�.,�?(3B
US Economic Development Administration 

Example:
Taro Tax Exemption
Similar to Film exemptions

US Rural Development Funding

Space and infrastructure
Support during the summer

additional aggregators and educators like Living Pono Project
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 !"#$�%&'(�)*'+,-�#**.�/�0',1(,(*+�234'1(,-�56&+

78934,(:3;�2'<<*1,�!(.=3�,*�!33>�13?*'143�@&+&=3@3+,�<1&4,(43?A2'<<*1,�,1&.(,(*+&6�0&,(:3�B&C&((&+�6&+.�@&+&=3@3+,�<1&4,(43?�*>�1(.=3�,*�133>�?,3C&1.?D(<�,*<13:3+,�31*?(*+�&+.�63??3+�.&@&=3�>1*@�>6**.(+="..13??�31*?(*+E�<6&+,�+&,(:3�,133?�&+.�?D1'8?E�3,4A!3?,*13�D(?,*1(4&6�C&,31C&-?�&+.�?'<<*1,�)*@@'+(,-�F&,31�"',D*1(,(3?G�3>>*1,?�,*�13?,*13�?,13&@>6*C�>*1�>**.�<1*.'4,(*+�&+.�D3&6,D-�&H'&,(4�?-?,3@?�2'<<*1,�)*@@'+(,-�I&?3.�2'8?(?,3+43�#(?D(+=�"13&?�CD313�&<<1*<1(&,3�J&?�.3,31@(+3.�8-4*@@'+(,-�3K<31,?�(+�<&1,+31?D(<�C(,D� "!LM+:3?,�(+�(@<1*:(+=�,1&.(,(*+&6�>(?D31(3?�(+>1&?,1'4,'13�&+.�6*N*�(G&

78934,(:3;�51*@*,3�>**.�C&?,3�.(:31?(*+E�4*@<*?,(+=E�&+.�*,D31�3>>*1,?�,D&,�13.'43�C&?,3�&+.(@<1*:3�?*(6�>31,(6(,-AO?,&86(?D�&�(?6&+.PC(.3�)*'+,-P?'<<*1,3.�4*@<*?,(+=�J13=(*+&6�4*@<*?,�43+,31LE�CD(4D�C(66�&6?*<13:3+,�?<13&.�*>�)!I�&+.�<3?,?�,D&,�,D1(:3�*+�.34&-(+=�@&,,31M+413&?3�&443??�,*�C**.�4D(<?M+43+,(:(Q3�4*:31�41*<?�(+�>&66*C�>(36.?�>*1�?*(6�D3&6,DE�C&,31�13,3+,(*+E�&+.�>(13�<13:3+,(*+!3<'1<*?3�>**.�C&?,3�&+.�&+(@&6�4&14&??3?�(+�?*(6�@&+&=3@3+,�<1&4,(43?
78934,(:3;�%&+&=3�(+:&?(:3�?<34(3?�<*<'6&,(*+?A51*,34,(*+?�+33.�,*�83�@&.3�,*�?,*<�,D3�?<13&.�*>�(+:&?(:3�?<34(3?E�6(N3�,D3�)*4*+',�1D(+*431*?833,63�&+.�R(,,63�>(13�&+,?E�>1*@�4*@(+=�,*�*'1�(?6&+.?�,D1*'=D�(+,31P(?6&+.�?D(<<(+=�*>�<6&+,�@&,31(&6?A� 3:36*<�&+�O@31=3+4-�)!I�!3?<*+?3�56&+�>*1�%&'(�)*'+,-#'+.�13?<*+?(863�>3+4(+=�,*�N33<�'+.'6&,3?*>>�*>�>&1@?�&+.�134*+?(.31�D*C�,D3�B&C&(S()*+?31:&,(*+�51*=1&@�&+.�?(@(6&1�<1*=1&@?&<<1*&4D�>3+4(+=�J(A3A�>3+43�(+�*1�>3+43�*',E>3+43?�D&:3�,*�4*+?(.31�&443??�>*1�D'+,31?L2'<<*1,�13?<*+?(863�<*<'6&,(*+@&+&=3@3+,�J3A=A�.(?<*?3�*>�&+(@&6?<1*<316-�&>,31�&+(@&6�4*+,1*6�=*3?�*',�,*13.'43�<*<'6&,(*+?E�CD(4D�C(66�D36<�,*<1*,34,�,D3�?&>3,-�*>�*'1�C&,31�?'<<6(3?LM+43+,(:(Q3�D'+,(+=�&+.�,1&<<(+=�*>�(+:&?(:3?<34(3?E�&+.�+*,�9'?,�>*1�6&1=3�6&+.*C+31?
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October 10, 2024 

ADEPT Committee Hearing 
re: Draft Maui County Food and Nutrition Security Plan 
Executive Director Testimony 

PO Box 1902 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

(808)215-9228 
www.GrowSomeGood.org 

Aloha, Chair Johnson, members of the ADEPT Committee, and the Maui County Department 
of Agriculture. I am Scott Lacasse, the Executive Director of Grow Some Good, a 501( c)(3) 
focused on cultivating a healthy community by strengthening local agriculture and 
improving access to nutritious, affordable food. 

Mahala for the opportunity to testify on the Draft Maui County Food and Nutrition Security 
Plan. We appreciate the plan's focus on ensuring access to affordable, nutritious, and 
culturally appropriate food. Its recognition of food systems as drivers of health, cultural 
connection, and resilience is deeply aligned with our mission. 

Grow Some Good and its partner organizations contribute to a self-sufficient and abundant 
food system through our core programs-Na Mala Kaiaulu, Farm to School, and Kumu Mea 
Kanu Kits. For example, our Na Mala Kaiaulu agroforestry initiative, in partnership with the 
Maui Family YMCA, is transforming nearly three acres of County-leased land into a thriving 
community food forest. This work promotes resilient ecosystems and responsible 
stewardship, which aligns with Goal 4 of the plan. 

Our Farm to School program, reaching over 8,000 students annually, supports Goal 3 by 
fostering future farmers and food system leaders. By integrating agricultural education and 
distributing nearly 4,000 plant starts through our Kumu Mea Kanu Kits, we empower 
families to grow their food and strengthen food security. 

While we're proud of these contributions, additional collaboration and support are 
essential. Increased access to infrastructure like tools, water, funding, and workforce 
housing for school garden coordinators would help us expand, especially in underserved 
communities. 

One area where we urgently need support is expediting permit approvals for land and 
building use related to our agricultural activities. Navigating SMA rules, exemptions, and 

Grow Some Good is a 501(c}{3} organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by 

the IRS. 
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building permits is often complex, and more straightforward guidance and review would 
significantly expedite our progress on key projects. 

Additionally, streamlining the County's grant process for organizations like ours that 
annually receive line-item funding would enable us to focus more on delivering results and 
significantly increase our efficiency and impact. This change is crucial for the success of our 
initiatives. 

In conclusion, we want to reiterate our full commitment to supporting the County in 
realizing the vision of the Food and Nutrition Security Plan. We are committed to working 
closely with the ADEPT Committee and the Maui County Department of Agriculture to 
achieve our shared goals. Together, we can build a just, resilient, and culturally connected 
food system for all Maui residents. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Scott Lacasse 
Executive Director 
Grow Some Good 
808-215-9228 ext 700 

Grow Some Good is a 501(c}{3) organization. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by 

the IRS. 
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