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EDB Committee

From: Amy <wahine96779@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2019 1:41 AM
To: EDB Committee
Subject: Economic Development and Budget Committee 7/25/19
Attachments: 6C144E93-C3F4-4F76-B1CE-7097A89256C2.jpeg; E92972E0-F628-4ABE-B5CE-B0E266EB0C3E.jpeg; 

461FD36E-60C0-45E4-9157-2D5F2626F186.jpeg

July 25, 2019 

Dear Maui County Councilmembers,	
 
In regards to the earth materials at the proposed affordable housing project slated for the highly controversial, 
problematic, litigious County-owned land situated at the north end of the Maui Lani Fairways development and 
adjacent to , Pālama Drive, I wish to dispel a false allegation recently made by a Maui County official: The 
earth material that was deposited in this former ravine is NOT topsoil.	
 
In fact, according to a Maui News article written by journalist Valerie Monson: “The gulch, however, has been 
cleared and filled with mill mud from the old Pāʻia Sugar Mill, a substance that has been questioned by other 
neighbors because it could be laced with chemicals, including arsenic.” (Maui News, June 12, 2006, p.1).	
 
This toxic material presents a hazard to not only the current Pālama Drive residents and those in the vicinity, 
but to the future affordable homeowners and their children who will occupy this affordable housing project.	
 
Furthermore, the height of this deposited material has not only compromised the original lay of the land but 
deprived  residents of the vista of Mauna Kahalawai (or the West Maui Mountains) that was once enjoyed by 
those living in what was originally known as Alexander & Baldwin’s Dream City Increment #7: 	
 
“... the level of the full has been built up so high that the new plateau is above some of the Pālama Drive 
rooftops—- and that’s without the two rows of two-story houses expected to follow, making the finished height 
possibly 50 feet or more in places.” (Maui News, June 12, 2006, p.1).	
 
I applaud the Maui County Council’s determination to create affordable housing. However, this particular 
affordable housing proposal is extremely problematic.  In fact, it poses numerous insidious hazards for not only 
the future affordable homeowners but for the residents of Pālama Drive and the adjacent areas. Rain showers 
regularly flood the streets of this community due to inadequate drainage. The risk of landslides is a real 
possibility. There appears to be no grout in the retaining wall built by the original developer who intended to sell
market value homes with an ocean view. When it rains, water seeps through the retaining wall and regularly 
threatens the houses below. The truckloads of toxic  mill mud has very possibly compromised and endangered 
the wellbeing of several community members. During high winds, the white vinyl fencing presents a deadly 
hazard to all, especially kūpuna and keiki. The design of the swale made by the original developer is inherently 
dangerous. The roadway infrastructure in this area is inadequate in this already densely populated 

neighborhood. There are also concerns about imperiled Iwi Kūpuna and historic properties in this area. 	
 
Before you forge ahead with your agenda, please meet with and listen to the concerns of the Pālama Drive 
community as well as those of the Fairways development. Many community members are home bound and 
unable to testify today. And others work during the daytime and are unable to attend this meeting. 	
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With so many unresolved issues and concerns, it seems irresponsible to build affordable housing here. Post 
and pier construction will not mitigate the looming threats posed by the unstable foundation sitting upon an 
infilled gulch. A toxicology report is absolutely mandatory. A structural engineer and hydrologist must be 
consulted. The State Historic Preservation Division must also review this proposed project. This data will reveal 
the hazards and dangers of construction in such an precarious, dangerous location. Why imperil lives and 
property when a more suitable location can be found elsewhere?	
 
In closing, rather than offer the community only two options, there needs to be a third option: Remove the toxic 
fill and restore the ravine and the original lay of the land. This is a cultural landscape. Create an open space in 
this heavily populated and developed area of the Central Maui Pu’uone Sand Dunes System. Mahalo.	
 
Most Sincerely,	
 

Amy Halas	
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