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Attachment 



At its meeting of April 26, 2024, the Budget, Finance, and Economic 

Development Committee considered Administration’s proposal to make 

adjustments to the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget in light of the County’s failure to 

obtain the $130,000,000 in State funding and the $20,000,000 State Security 

Grant the Mayor had anticipated. 

Two proposed appropriations from the General Excise Tax (“GET”) Fund 

are as follows: 

(2) Up to $33,400,000 must be for construction, permitting, 

operations, and maintenance of the wildfire permanent 

disposal site. 

(3) Up to $2,000,000 must be for wildfire debris removal. 

May I please request a written legal opinion on the following: 

1. Because Maui County is authorized to use GET surcharge 

revenues only for housing infrastructure under Section 46-16.8, 

Hawaii Revised Statutes,1 could you please explain whether the 

Department of the Corporation Counsel interprets the above 

proposed uses as housing infrastructure? 

 

2. If the Department interprets the above uses to be authorized, 

please explain how the first use fits within the statutory definition 

of “housing infrastructure.” 

 

3. Please also explain how operations and maintenance (identified 

functions under the first use) are being considered housing 

infrastructure.  What, if any, limitations are being placed on the 

use of GET surcharge revenues for operations and maintenance? 

 

4. Could you please also explain how the second use fits within the 

statutory definition of “housing infrastructure”? 

 

5. Is there a distinction being drawn between the housing (residential) 

components of each proposed use and the non-housing 

(commercial or other) components?  Please explain. 

 

bfed:2025bgt:240428acc01_Attachment 

 
1 It appears the State Legislature is poised to pass S.B. 1099, S.D. 1, H.D. 2, C.D. 1, Session 

Laws of Hawaii 2024, to be effective July 1, 2024. 


