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April 7, 2026

MEMO TO: Members of the Budget, Finance, and Economic
Development Committee

F R O M: Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Chairzx\b gﬁ) K VNM

Budget, Finance, and Econo Developmen{ fommittee

SUBJECT: MAKAWAO-HA‘IKU-PA‘IA RESIDENCY AREA MEETING
REGARDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET (BFED-1)

On April 2, 2026, the Council’s Budget, Finance, and Economic
Development Committee held a public meeting at the Pa‘ia Community Center
Social Hall regarding the proposed FY 2027 Budget. Present for the meeting
were: Committee Chair Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Committee Vice-Chair Kauanoe
Batangan, and members Tom Cook, Gabe Johnson, Alice L. Lee, Tamara Paltin,
Keani N.W. Rawlins-Fernandez, Shane M. Sinenci, and Nohelani U‘u-Hodgins.
The meeting started at 6:02 p.m. and adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

The Committee received oral testimony from 30 individuals. Unless
otherwise indicated, the following oral testimony was received in support of
funding for the organization, program, or project noted:

1. Four people expressed appreciation for Maui Economic Opportunity,
Inc.’s transportation and paratransit services.

2. Eight people, including seven students, expressed appreciation for
Maui Economic Development Board and requested continued
support for STEMworks programs through MEDB. The programs
help to expose students to a variety of career paths, including
robotics.

3. Lucienne de Naie, from the Ha‘iku Community Association,
expressed gratitude for current funding and encouraged more
funding for various grant-funded projects, including groundwater
testing. Ms. de Naie also expressed support for continued funding
to Malama Hamakua Maui and the Maui Invasive Species
Committee.

4. Francine Aarona testified on safety concerns along Holomua Road
and asked for funding clarification on gates for the road. She also
testified on the need for parking improvements in Pa‘ia and for more


























