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SUBJECT: MAKAWAO-HA'IKU-P.A'IA RESIDENCY AREA MEETING 
REGARDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET (BFED-1)

On April 2, 2026, the Council's Budget, Finance, and Economic 
Development Committee held a public meeting at the Pa'ia Community Center 
Social Hall regarding the proposed FY 2027 Budget. Present for the meeting 
were: Committee Chair Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Committee Vice-Chair Kauanoe 
Batangan, and members Tom Cook, Gabe Johnson, Alice L. Lee, Tamara Paltin, 
Keani N.W. Rawlins-Fernandez, Shane M. Sinenci, and Nohelani U'u-Hodgins. 
The meeting started at 6:02 p.m. and adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 

The Committee received oral testimony from 30 individuals. Unless 
otherwise indicated, the following oral testimony was received in support of 
funding for the organization, program, or project noted: 

1. Four people expressed appreciation for Maui Economic Opportunity,
Inc. 's transportation and paratransit services.

2. Eight people, including seven students, expressed appreciation for
Maui Economic Development Board and requested continued
support for STEMworks programs through MEDB. The programs
help to expose students to a variety of career paths, including
robotics.

3. Lucienne de Naie, from the Ha'iku Community Association,
expressed gratitude for current funding and encouraged more
funding for various grant-funded projects, including groundwater
testing. Ms. de Naie also expressed support for continued funding
to Malama Hamakua Maui and the Maui Invasive Species
Committee.

4. Francine Aarona testified on safety concerns along Holomua Road
and asked for funding clarification on gates for the road. She also
testified on the need for parking improvements in Pa'ia and for more
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lighting along Baldwin Avenue. She also expressed gratitude for 
funding the Pa'ia Clean and Safe program. 

5. Two people urged support of the MEO Headstart programs, 
including Ha'iku Head Start, amidst concerns about losing federal 
funding and the resulting increased need for childcare support. 

6. Maile Davis, from Malama Hamakua Maui, expressed appreciation 
for grant funding but also gave feedback on frustrations with the 
County grants process as a grantee. She also expressed the need 
for a garbage transfer station in or near Ha'iku and testified in 
support of a long-term community plan for Ho'okipa Beach Park. 

7. Shay Chan Hodges, former Board of Water Supply member, testified 
on the Department of Water Supply's budget appropriations and CIP 
projects. She asked the Council to seek the Department's 
clarification on several line items and funding for various projects. 
She also advocated for the County to maintain transparency when 
acquiring private water infrastructure, which she supports. 

8. Seven people, including surfer Kai Lenny and County lifeguard 
Ginger Prados, expressed concern about Ho'okipa Beach Park. They 
testified on the need for park upkeep, public improvements, and the 
lack of public safety measures. They testified about the critical need 
for upgrades to the bathrooms and parking lot. They also raised 
safety concerns related to the proliferation of visitors and illegal 
commercial tours. They called for a long-term management plan for 
the park and the desire to incorporate community input. 

9. Martin Malley from the Maui Mountain Bike Coalition, testified in 
support of the budget. 

10. Francis Kamakaokalani testified in support of Upcountry Strong. 

11. Nikhilananda expressed concerns on various topics related to the 
budget. He also submitted his list as written testimony. 

12. Mo'i Kawaakoa, from Holomua Outreach, testified on the work her 
organization has been doing and the need for more Council support. 
As a homeless-outreach service provider that promotes workforce 
development programs services and uses cultural practices for 
recovery and healing, she expressed appreciation to the Council for 
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continued support and asked for increased funding to continue their 
work. 

Your Committee also received the attached written testimony. 

For questions relating to the Makawao-Ha'iku-Pa'ia residency area 
meeting, please contact OCS staff (Megan Moniz at ext. 7145, Yvette Bouthillier 
at 7758, or Jean Pokipala at ext. 8006). 

If you have any questions relating to the FY 2027 Budget, please contact 
the Committee staff (Kirsten Szabo at ext. 7662, James Krueger at ext. 7761, 
Jarret Pascual at ext. 7141, Clarissa MacDonald at ext. 7135, or Pauline Martins 
at ext. 8039) . Thank you for your cooperation. 

bfed:2027bgt:Residency area meetings:260402Makawao-Ha 'iku -Pa 'ia:mkm 

Attachments 



MAUI COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET HEARING THURSDAY l APRIL 2026 PA'IA 

ALOHA MAUI COUNTY COUNCIL: .... my name is NIKHILANANDA, a 39 year resident of Maui, including the last 28 
years as a property owner in Huelo. 

I have been coming to these Budget hearings for 33 years and usually bring my "laundry list" of issues I wish to support. 
Sadly, most have been ignored; never implemented plus I do not expect to see much change in the future. 

Nevertheless, before the Federal Government outlaws our I" Amendment right of free speech, I will once again share a few 
thoughts. However, rather than include my •usual laundry list of issues, I will limit my comments to what I feel are the 
most pressing. I wilJ submit my testimony, including those issues, for documentation and historical sake. 

We have major crises. 

It is time to wrestle control from fonner plantation companies, now major multi-national land developers, of our water. No 
private entity should own the water we need for survival. This lead to some of the destruction in Lahaina. People have died 
waiting on the meter lists for scores of years upcountry. The same is true with those awaiting leases on Hawaiian Home 
Lands. It is long overdue to change these situations. 

Hundreds of residents on Maui are houseless; unsheltered and homeless, living on the streets, in shelters, in vehicles, on 
relative's and friend's couches. This has been exacerbated by the destruction in Lahaina and the fires in Kula. We can • 
and must stop using strong-ann tactics, championed by our curTent Federal government and have a humanitarian, 
compassionate, Hawaiian and Maui response to this horrendous situation! They are residents, friends, family and members 
of our community. Many need mental, medical and emotional support from too few social service programs and resources. 
We must stop the attacks on those attempting to survive on Holomua road, Pulehu road and numerous other locations in our 
community. 

Now we are dealing with the recent storms which points out our terrible planning with infrastructure, wetlands protection 
and maintenance of upcountry flood mitigation projects. 

We also have an equally unacceptable situation, both for rent and purchase, of.g which a majority of residents can 
afford. We now have numerous billionaires, including one of the wealthiest pe n the planet owning the entire island of 
Lanai, plus many other super uber wealthy part-time residents. It is imperative to seek legal and constitutional methods to 
have them share in their wealth, either through refonning our property tax systeJV.JlI by some other legal means. The tiered 
property tax system, and item I championed and testified to for years, has finally•lstablished and must be expanded and 
can be adjusted for non-residenrs, multi property owners, absentee home owners and implementing other creative, legal and 
ingenious methods. Some estimates are as high as thirty percent of homes on Maui are empty and uninhabited much of the 
year. 

Before I die, I would like to see a pickle-ball & tennis court constructed for the north shore resident population at the 4"' 
Marine Park on Kokomo Road in Ha'iku. Mahalo 

ADDITIONAL ISSUES/ITEMS 

I-EXPAND THE TIERED PROPERTY TAX SYSTEM. Raise property tax on 2"'9. 3rd 4"' homes and non-residents; or give a 
break to residents; whichever is more legal! 

2-EXPAND THE RESIDENTIAL CURB-SIDE RECYCLING SYSTEM [charging per container]. 

3-BUILD A FEW MATERIAL RECLAMATION FACILITIES around Maui County. Too much usable items go into the 
landfill; will expand life of site 

4-EXPAND MAUI BUS SYSTEM, including makawao-pa'ia-ha'iku shuttle route. - retire gas buses and purchase 
electric/hybrid buses to replace them. 

5-REMODEL MAUI COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBERS SO COUNCIL MEMBERS DO NOT HAVE THEIR BACKS 
TO THE COMMUNITY! 

6-ESTABLISH "ALOHA ZONES" FOR HOUSELESS/UNSHELTEREO, including those living in vehicles, with various 
social services and personal hygiene facilities. 

RECEIVEOAT 8,Pe.t) MEETING ON y/.,/4:, 
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7-UNLOCK MAUl COUNTY BEACH PARK OATES; allow access 24n. 

8-MAINTAIN COUNTY PARK BATHROOMS, INCLUDING KEEPING OPEN 24n. 

9-CHANOE ZONING LAWS TO ALLOW BUILDING UP A COUPLE OF STORIES FOR RENTALS/PURCI-JASE 
WHERE APPROPRIATE; WITH RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES UPSTAIRS t\ND COMMER,CIAL FACILITIES ON 
FIRST/GROUND FLOOR. 

10-HAVE MORE OFFICIAL MAUI COUNTY GOVERNMENT HEARINGS OUT IN THB COMMUNITY IN THE 
EVENINGS SO MORE RESIDENTS CAN AlTEND/fESTIFY. 

I I-SUPPORT AND WORK WITH THE STATE TO MAKE ELECTION DAY A HOLIDAY. WHILE ALSO 
INSTITUTING A RANKED-CHOICE VOTING ELECTORAL SYSTEM. 

12-EXPAND THE BRIGHTLY FLASHING LIGHTS ON MAJOR ROAD CROSSWALKS. 

13-KEEP .EXPANDING AND FUNDING PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE/EQUESTRIAN TRAILS AND PATHS. 

14-EXPANOED PLUS ADDIDONAL COUNTY PAR.KING LOTS IN ALL OF THE SMALL TOWNS AND REGIONS 
OF MAUI COUNTY. 

IS-SUPPORT ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR AFFORDABLE LAND TRUST. 

16-CONGRATS ON PUTTlNG UPAHUPUA'A/MOKU SIGNS; NOW HAVE MORE SIGNAGE IN BOTH HAWAl'IAN 
AND ENGLISH. 

17-CONTINUE USING NON-TOXIC ORGANIC WEED SPRAYING WHILE PHASING OUT ALL USES OF 
POISONOUS WEED CONTROL ITEMS. 

18-INCREASE FUNDING FOR SOCIAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE COUNTY 

l9•KEEP PUSHING AND SUPPORTING FOR BOTH THE PA'IAAND LAHAJNAALTERNATIVB ROUTE 
PROJECTS. 

20-SINCE I 992. I HAVE BEEN REQUESTING A COUPLE OF TENNIS COUltTS BE BUILT AT THE 4TH MARINE 
PARK ON KOKOMO ROAD IN HA'IKU; THERE IS PLENTY OF SPACE WITHOUT TAKING AWAY PROM OTHER 
BALL FIELDS. NOW SUGGEST ONE TENNIS & ONE PICKLEBALL COUllT. (less wind then pa'ia] 

2 l•INSTITUTE A MORATORIUM ON APROVING THE FUNDING & BUILDING OF HIOH~END AG 
SUBDIVISIONS; WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY BUILDING MORE AFFORDABLE RENTAL UNITS AND HOMES 
FOR PURCHASE. 

22-DELETE ALL ANTI-CANNABIS POLICE FUNDIN-0 AND PLACE THOSE MONIES INTO SOCIAL SERVICES 
AND/OR EXPAND ANTI-COCK FIGHTING INVESTIGATIONS 

23-ESTABLISH A SUB-COMMITTE to review possibly instituting a single member district collllty council system; 
perhaps expanding the Maui County Council to 11 members. 

Submitted by 

NIK.HILA NANDA 
nikhilananda@hawaiiantel.net 
808-572-USUS(8787) 
808-269-2218( cell) 
102 West Waipi'o Road 
Huelo Maui. Hawai'i 
96708-5760 
P.O. Box 1704 
Makawao Maui. Hawai'i 
96768•1704 
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Robert Street <hokuolhe@gmall.com> Thu, Apr 2, 2026 at 10:20 AM 
Draft To: Robert Street <hokuolhe@gmail.com> 

Alice Lee and Yuki Lei Suglmura 

It wasn't your family that was involved in making hundreds of available affordable lots/house and lot packages, when 
Maul had an extremely low Inventory of housing while transitioning from an agrarian society to a seNice society. 

It wasn't your family that put In Fee Simple Industrial zone lots, when none were available, so that Kupa Alna, 
Kama'aina, Kanaka Maoli could compete In a capitalistic society. 

The ILWU didn't go to both of your families seeking land so they could buHd affordable housing for their members. 

It's known as Vertical, Integrated, Political, Cooperation. This is the recipe that has eluded 200 High Street over 
several administrations. 

What happened within Historic District 3 was nothing short of dishonest, unethical, and criminal in nature. And by 
omlselon you Ms. Lee as well as Ms. Sugimura, both of you participated In this Pllau this Hewa. If I said It once I would 
say It again ( I'll be raw about It ) - Lesly Dean VVong is nothing more than a transplanted, occidental, malahlni, from 
america who could care less about OUR history. He has No morals, No values, No Ethics and Spiritual Void and he Is 
using the kamaff'I, opio to further his cult like operation. From experience he ts a Cultural Hater. Look at him as a cross 
between Ronald Rewald and David Koresh. 

The Na wa1 Eha is more than deserving of an HONEST RESPONSE from both you. Ms. Lee not only do you 
REPRESENT this district you are the CHAIRPERSON of the county councll. To try and minimize, trtvtallze than 
dismlu than gaallghtlng this iaaue speaks volumes about your character 

To Me. Pellin, BIii Number 29 (2028) agenda Item of the regular council meeting of 03/06/26 Is a claulc example of 
the devious behavior of Lesly Dean V\long riding and hiding on the coattails of other worthy causes. His request should 
have been a stand alone agenda Item. 

Out of all of this Corporation Council has shown that It is extremely Unethical while the Planning Department Is 
Oyafunetional to the nth degree. 

RECEIVED AT 1/t-pO MEETING ON o//z.p& 
fbt"tL~~ 
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19.52.020 • Review of plans. 

alt&Ut:Dllllk 

A. For any building or structure within any historic district established in this artlcte, and for any 

buJldlng or structure of historic significance in the Lahalna Historic District (Nationa'I Historic 

Landmark), the cultural resources commission shall have the autt,orlty to approve all plans. 

B. Appllcatlon for an appropriate permit to construct, alter, repair, modify, move or demollsh any 

build Ing or structure In the historic districts established In this article, or any bulldlng or 

structure of historf c significance In the Lahaina Historic District (National Historic Landmark), 

shall be made to the director of public works. The director of public works shall immediately 

notify the chair of the cultural resources commission of the receipt of the application and shall 

transmit It together with accompanying plans and other Information to the cultural resources 

commission. The cultural resources commission may delegate the approval of certafn minor 

applications to the planning director pursuant to the cultural resources commisslon's rules of 

practice and procedure. 

c. The cultural resources commission shall meet within ninety days after notification by the 

director of public works of the filing of the applicatlo~ unless otherwise mutua_lly agreed upon 

by the applicant and cultural resources commission, and shall review the plans according to 

procedures as set forth in this article. 

D. The cultural resources commission shall approve or disapprove such plans and, if approved, 

shall Issue a letter of approval signed by the chair of the cultural resources commission, or the 

chair's destgnee, and attached to the application for a building permit, and lmmedrately 

transmit It to the director of publlc works. 

E. If the cultural resources commission disapproves such plans, It shall state Its reasons for doing 

so and shall transmit a record of such action and reasons In wrltfng to the director of public 

works, and the applicant. The cultural resources commission may advise the appllcant what It 

thinks fs proper If It disapproves the plans submitted. The applicant may make modlftcatfons 

to the plans and shall have the right to resubmit the application at any time after so doing. The 

decision of the cultural resources commission to disapprove such plans shall be considered a 

final decision of the cultural resources commission that Is appealable under section 91-14, 

Hawal'l Revised Statutes. 

F. The failure of the cultural resources commission to approve or disapprove such plans within 

ninety days from the date of submittal of a complete appffcatlon for the building permit, 

unless otherwise mutually agreed upon by the applicant and the cultural resources 

Paae1er2 
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commission, shall be deemed to constitute approval and the director of public works shall 

proceed to process the application without regard to a letter of approval. 

G. Within any historic district established in this article, and for any building or structure of 

historic: significance In the Lahaina Historic District (National Historic Landmark). the director 

of pubflc works sfilall "ot approve a bulldtns or demolftlon permit appneat:ion unless a letter Of 

approval has been issued by the cultural resources commission or the plans have been 

deemed approved pursuant to subsection 19.52,020(F). 

H. For the purposes of this article, bulldlngs or structures of historic significance shall be those 

that are more than fifty years old and that are deemed by the State historic preservation 

officer to be eligible for listing In the National Register of Historic Places, based on federal 

criteria. 

(Ord. No. 4026, § 1 o, 2013; Ord. 757 § 1 (b), 1973; prior code § 8~3. 7) 
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