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"E Ho 'ohanohano a E Ho 'omau ... 
. . . To Honor and To Perpetuate" 



2023:
Our 20th Anniversary



Our traveling exhibits have appeared on
every island at least once

Molokai Museum & Cultural Center

(upper far left); Molokai High (below)



Books, educational booklets & brochures
ADJOURNED 

WITH A PRAYER 
The Minutes ofSiloama & 

Kanaana Hou Churches 

Kalawao & Kalaupapa, Molokai, 1866-1928 
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“The Soul of This Land”

“Some people who are trying to learn about their family 
history will come to find out they had relatives at 
Kalaupapa.”

-- Bernard K. Punikai`a

“If they feel at all the same way 
that we do, they will be proud 
that their family was 
part of the `āina, 
part of the soul of this land.”



Circle of Remembrance at the site of the Kalaupapa Memorial

Photos by Wayne Levin (above and 

upper left); Henry G. Law (left)



The Restoration of Family Ties

Emma Kamahana & family (above);
Ed Weight (top right), Wiliama Namahoe Photos: Wayne Levin (Kamahana, Weight), 

                        Valerie Monson (Namahoe) 



Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa family gathering on Oahu

Photo by Valerie Monson



Other Programs/Services of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa:

*Webinars
*In-person educational presentations upon request
*Community events for the Kalaupapa community
*Research for families of Kalaupapa
*Limited visits to Kalaupapa for families, now focusing on 
families who have never visited
*Website: www.kalaupapaohana.org: Our online library
*Research project with Windward Community College students
*Annual Newsletters
*E-bulletins throughout the year of essays about people and events 
throughout Kalaupapa history
*Continued planning for the Kalaupapa Memorial

All services provided at no charge 

Ongoing Partnerships and/or Support:

Noa Webster Aluli Foundation * The Gary O. Galiher Foundation
The Mellon Foundation * Molokai Museum & Cultural Center
Office of Hawaiian Affairs * Damiaan Museum, Belgium
Individual donations/other support from families and friends of Kalaupapa and
other organizations

http://www.kalaupapaohana.org/
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The Kalaupapa Memorial



“Yes, the State of Hawai`i 
should put up a monument 
for the patients of 
Kalaupapa. The State of 
Hawai`i should thank all of 
those people who were sent 
to Kalaupapa for giving up 
all that they had – 
they gave up everything.”

 -- Paul Harada, policeman, 
       St. Francis Church leader, 
       founding member of 
       Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa

Photo by Valerie Monson

The Kalaupapa Memorial: An Idea Takes Shape



Photo by Valerie Monson

“Wouldn’t it be great if we could have a Memorial at 
Kalaupapa like the Vietnam Memorial that would 
list the names of all the people who were sent here?”
  -- Ed Kato, artist, calligrapher, choir member



“Everybody’s name...I want to see their names 
on the Memorial. ....
I want my children and grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren to know that
we were here.”

-- Kuulei Bell, Mormon Church leader, Kalaupapa 
Postmaster, First President of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa

“It’s bringing your family back home, 
discovering who you are, where you belong.”

            -- Pi`olani Motta, whose mother was born at
            Kalaupapa and grandparents died there 

Summer 2003

Photo by DeGray Vanderbilt

Photo by Wayne Levin



Summer 2003
Kalaupapa community petition for a Memorial
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August 
4-5, 
2003

Photo by

Wayne Levin

"E Ho 'ohanohano a E Ho 'omau . .. 
. . . To Honor and To Perpetuate" 



Workshop Theme:

“Together Our Voices
Are Strong”

Chairman of the Board
Bernard K. Punikai`a

Photo by Wayne Levin



President Kuulei Bell

Photo by Wayne Levin



Vice President Winnie Harada 

Photo by Wayne Levin



Treasurer
Gloria L. Marks
with
Meli Watanuki

Photo by Wayne Levin



Director

(and future President)

Boogie Kahilihiwa

Photo by Wayne Levin



Makia, a founding member of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, 
speaks at another annual meeting with Monica Bacon

Photo
By
Wayne
Levin

Director Makia Malo
• 



Among family members and friends
on the first Board of Directors:
Colette Machado

Rose Kailipone Nailau (Pea),
ancestor of Colette



The Harada Brothers: Taka, Paul and Glenn

Photo by Wayne Levin



Jean Shimose, niece 
of Kenso Seki, 
placing flowers on 
her uncle’s grave

Photo by Wayne Levin



Wesley Hori,
grandson of
Henry Hori, who 
inspired the
building of the
Kalaupapa Cross 
at the Crater

Photo by Wayne Levin



Photo by Wayne Levin



.-.. ~ ..... - .... Gannett News SeMoe 

Plolan1 Motta of Ka 'Chana 0 Kalaupapa, a group representing 
Hansen's disease patients, relatives and fnends. sakJ a monument 
can give a real sense of how many people were isolated there. 

IIY DENNIS CAI-.E 
AdwrtiRr Wa.shinBfon Bureau 

WASHINGTO - It was 6S 
years ago when Shoichi Hamai 
was one of thousand of people 
diagnosed with Hansen' dis­
ease in Hawai'i and hipped off 
to a r mote island colony to 
live hi life in i olation. Ye -
terday, he asked for an official 
remembrance for the members 
of his unique community. 

"I wa nt to Kalaupapa 
when I wa lS year old," he 
aid in a tatem nt prepared 

for the Hou e Re ource na­
tional park ubcommittee. "It 
is good t remember th who 
have uffered and have died in 
Kalaupapa." 

A group of patients. relativ 

~IIURML 810 

at 



“Can I Sign for My Mother?”
                                          -- Gertrude Seabury Ka`auwai

Photo by Valerie Monson
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“Sign for Pilipili, sign for Bill, sign for Pearl.”
                  -- Makia Malo

STATEMENT AND PETITION FROM TIlE PA 11ENT R.I:SIDENTS OF 
KALAUPAPA. MOLOKN, IIAWAII, 

TO TilE HOUSE COMMITIEE ON RESOURCES CONCERNING 
H.R. 4529, TilE KALAUPAPA MEMORIAL AC'I 

To: The l lonorablc Steve Pearce, Chair. and Committee members on the Subcommittee 
of the National Park I louse Committee on Resources 

We, .the und.ersigned patient residents of Kalaupapa, Molokni, llownii, have signed this 
peuoon statong our full support ofH.R. 4529, The Kalaupapa Memorial Act. There is 
clear consensus among current patients and our family members of our desire and need of 
a memorial as expressed in this bill. It is our hope and desire that this bill will move 
forward so that we may be able to see this long awaited monument during our lifetime. 

( v\1\.1'\tq A f.!.. A LC.>) 

lw.L.U t:>.M. N>. ...c -::~J---
C "·""rw f\..,.A t.,e?J 

STATEMENT AND PETITION FROM 11ffi PA nENT RESIDENTS OF 
KALAUPAPA.MOWKAI.HAWAII, 

TO 11ffi HOUSE COMMTITEE ON RESOURCES CONCERNING 
II.R. 4529, THE KALAUPAPA MEMORIAL ACT 

To: The Honorable Steve Pearce, Chair, and Committee members on the Subcommittee 
of the National Park llouse Committee on Rcsourocs 

We, the tmderslgned patient residents of Kalaupapa, Molokai, Hawai~, have signed U,U• 
peti1ion stating our full support ofH.R. 4529, The Kalaupapa Memonal Ac.t. There IS 

clear eonseii!IUS among current patients and our family members of our dcsore and need of 
a memorial as expressed in this bill. It is our hope and desire that this bill will move 
forward so thai we may be able to see this ~·wailedr.wncnt d4)' our lifetime. 

~ l~rtJI~M, 
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Then-US Rep. 
Mazie Hirono 
presents ho`okupu for 
the future Kalaupapa 
Memorial during a 
visit to the site of the
Old Baldwin Home

Photo by Valerie Monson



February 2008Congress should OK 
··-·~~.-n memorial-

state has apo/O(Jized to leprosy patients 
exiled to Kalaupapa with the reading of a 

ft!si>lutil~ approved by the state Legislature. 

A
T lonalut. the stile lw apoloslzed for the 
horrendous, centur)'lonf ellle ol thousands 
of leprosy patients to a secluded peninsula on 
Mololral. A re101ut1on approved by this year's 

ljeglslatwe wu lad to former patients list week, and 
Congress should follow with en1ctment ol a but autho­
rbtng a monument to be piKed at ICalaupapa. 
I State Sen. J. Kallnl EnaJish lad aloud the resolution, 
wllkh acknowledged the banishment ol patients ollep­
rbsy, also known u Hansen's dlleue, from 1866 to 
(969, when the forced ellle came to an end. Many ol the 
patients remained on the peninsUla. wllkh Md become 
thelrhome. 
: As the resolution noted, motben and lathers were 

fprced to surrender their chlldren dlapoled with ~ 
~ to Kalaupapa, while dllldn!n born to parents It 
~upapa were taken away It birth and sent to other 
~or to~ Many parental relatlonshiPI 
m broken forever. 
i Eight thousand patJenll were exiled to the pen1nJuJa. 
~ federal legislation would allow 1 monument bearing 
their names to be pilc:ed It ICailuplpa, which Concreu 
established u a 111t1on11 historical part In 1980. 11'1 late 
~. the House approved authorization ol the mon~ 
Jbent proposed by then-Rep. Ed Cue, and It approved It 
igaJo this February under the spOiliOrlhlp ol his suc­
~r. Rep. Mazie Hlrono. A llmllar biD llllroduced by 
Sen. Daniel Allalca WU endorsed by I Senile c:ommlttee 
Ill May and advanced to the full Senate, which should 
~ve ltslppOYII by the end ol this year. 
: Ka 'Ohana 0 Klllupapl, a nonproftt orpnlzatlon oli»­

tlent-mldentl, hu been~ the 8,000 patients' 
riames from stile lid"- lor pllcement on the IJieiiiOo 

r\aL Fedenl Mdfor 1t11e luadl-llllely to be needed to 
pay lor the memort11 once the COlt hu been determined. 

* 0 AHV PVILICATIONS I NC. ,_., ... __ .., __ 

or 
D-

"the tnetnorlal has strong 
local ~uppo.rt, ' und 1 am not 
aware of uny · opposition 
controver. y," said A~aka, 
Hawaii. "We are happy to hear 
from the administration that 
they are willing to ~ork with us 
on designating a place (for the ... 
memorial)." 

e e ·penence o 
Hansen's di as patient nt to 

alaupapa · a painful p rt of 
Hawai'i's hi tory, on our coun­
try should never forget,, aid 
Akaka a committee memb r. 

"A m moriallisting the nam s 
... is the least e can do to honor 
their lives and acrifice ," aid 
Rep. Mazi Hirano, D-Hawai'i, 
who spon ored the bill in th 
Hou e. 

Editorials 
SATURDAY J FEBRUARY 16,2008 

A fitting monument to 
Kalaupapa's forgotten 

Thl' broad history of the 
Hansen's disease colony on 
Molokn'i's Knlaupapn Pcnin&u· 
1:1 is well-known: Patients sep­
a.rated from home and forced 
into isolation; the herotsm of 
Father Damien and those he 
inspired; the evolution of the 
colony from a place of tragedy 
to an international symbol of 
inspiration and hope. 

But the most Important pan 
of tbot lilitory the patients 
themscl.-cs - is fading away 
in the 'and of their exile. 

Ab•Jut 8,000 people were 
sen• to Kalaupapa and 
KtJawao, from the flfSt 12 pco· 
ple, all Hawaiian, on jan. 6, 
1866, to the last one in 1969. 

An accounting of their 
names remain~ incomplete. 
On the peninsula itself, only 
<~bout 1,300 graves have been 
identified, and many of those 

are no longer visible. 
Nonetheless, worthy preser­

vation efforts are under way. 
Ka 'Ohana 0 Kalaupapa's 

Kalaupapa Memorial N:~mes 
Project is :1ttempting to collect 
all the names and develop a 
geneaological datab:~se. And 
on Tuesday, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed a bill 
to authorize tht monument, to 
be erected in the National His­
torical Park at Kalawao and/or 
Kalaupapa. A similar bill is 
pending in the U.S. Senate. 

The monument would bear 
the names of the original S,OOO 
people sent to Kalawao be­
tween 1866 and 1896, as well 
as the 3,000 sent to Kalaupapa 
in its later history. 

It would be fitting that, in a 
place where they were sent to 
be forgotten, their names 
would be enshrined forever. 

Editorials represmtthe opinion of the nev.spaper, whose Ed1torlal Board 
COIUL!ts of: Dick Adair, Stephen}. Downts, Anne Harpham, 

]~nne Marlont·Btldlll&. Mark l'lattt, Vicki Viottl and Leer. Webber 

Tre Honolulu Ad\~rtiser 



2009
President Obama signs The Kalaupapa Memorial Act into law, 
authorizing Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa to establish the Memorial

Photo courtesy of The White House



After we received the 
federal legislation....

*Three unanimous 
approvals from the 
Board of Land and 
Natural Resources: 
2013, 2014 and 2018;

*Unanimous approval
from the State Land Use
Commission that the
Memorial is an appropriate
use of the land in 2015.
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The Kalaupapa Memorial



“The Memorial Will Be Their Everlasting Presence,”
                                                              -- Ka`iulani Puahala Hess,
                                                                  parents lived at Kalaupapa

G70 International design



“I Want to See All the Names”
                                                                      -- Olivia Breitha,       

author & activist sent to Hawai`i in 1937 

G70 International design



“I want to see all the names. These people are my friends – 
even though many of them died before I came here and I 
didn’t know them personally, in spirit we are all together. I 
know their hearts and souls.”

Photo by Valerie Monson



“I think we deserve to be remembered. We are part of this 
world. We didn’t want to be sent here. It was for the 
safety of other people .... Greater love hath no man than to 
give up his life for a friend. That’s what we did.” 
      – Cathrine Puahala

Photo by

Valerie

Monson



“It’s good for people to remember who were here before 
us. It is just like those who went to war and died, there are 
monuments with their names on it. My mother was also 
sent to Kalaupapa.” 
      -- Peter Keola

Photo by

Valerie

Monson



“When you see all the
names on the Memorial, 
it will be like 
everyone from 
Kalawao and Kalaupapa
is standing right in
front of you. It will
bring tears to my
eyes.”
        -- Boogie Kahilihwa

Photo by Henry G. Law



February 2, 2022



Ka ‘Ohana President
Charmaine Woodward and 
her son, Nainoa – then 11 – 
testify in support of the 
State Legislature 
appropriating $5 million for 
The Kalaupapa Memorial



*Agreed by NPS, State Parks, Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa and G70 advisors with 
SHPD in attendance that sufficient work has been completed for Ka ‘Ohana to 
return to the Land Board for the executed lease – Ka ‘Ohana accepts the final 
draft lease approved by the Deputy Attorney General  (December, 2020), but no 
Land Board meeting has yet to be scheduled. 

*Unanimous approval by the State Senate and House approving $5 million to 
plan and build the Memorial (May, 2022)

*Governor David Ige signs the Kalaupapa Memorial funding bill into law 
(June, 2022)



“Build It While We’re Alive”
  -- Boogie Kahilihiwa, Pauline Chow & Gloria Marks    

Photo by DeGray Vanderbilt



David and Chris Mahelona are descendants of 
Jonathan Napela and 30+ others at Kalaupapa: 
they have not found a tombstone for any of their ‘ohana“

“The Memorial would 
be the second-best 
place for us to leave 
flowers for our family 
buried on the 
Kalaupapa peninsula. 

”Unfortunately, the 
best place will never 
be found.”

Photo by Wayne Levin



“There are so many families 
who will never find a 
tombstone here and they
need to see the names.

“The Memorial will allow
the families to rest.”

-- Dita Ramler whose great aunt, 
Rose Ahuna who lies in an 
unmarked grave at Kalaupapa 

Photo by Valerie Monson



Photos by Wayne Levin

Timmy Leong and daughter,
Napua, help reconsecrate
a field of nearly 2,000
unmarked graves at Kalawao
with Kahu David Kaupu



“I am 87 and it is my
greatest hope to rub
my hands over my
grandmother’s name
at the Memorial –
Constantina Fernandes.”

-- Kalaupapa descendant
now living in Illinois

“My Greatest Hope”



“All of us have a challenge, and that is to join together, to 
bring (the) dream of a Memorial at Kalaupapa, so that the 
future will never forget the sacrifices made.” 
                                                           -- Governor John Waihe`e 

Photo by Wayne Levin



“The Pride of a Nation”

Photo by Henry G. Law
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Painted Stone by Ed Kato



All photos are owned by the archives where they 
are stored or by the photographer who took the 
picture. Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa received 
permission to use these photos in our educational 
and publicity materials, but these photos can not be 
duplicated or distributed to others without written 
permission from the archives/photographers who 
own the pictures. Photos for Ka ‘Ohana O 
Kalaupapa were taken by Wayne Levin, Henry Law, 
DeGray Vanderbilt and Valerie Monson – or 
provided for use by their families. 



www.kalaupapaohana.org

info.kalaupapa@gmail.com
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