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Aloha County Council Members,

Please find my written testimony on agenda item PC-22 for tomorrow's Planning Committee meeting discussion
on seawalls attached to this email. Seawalls are short-sighted, costly, detrimental fixes to coastal erosion
problems, especially in areas where managed retreat is still possible. The website Save West Maui's Coastline
has peer reviewed literature and more information on the topic of seawalls.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify,

Hailey Gill



June 15th, 2018

B80A East Huapala Pl.
Lahaina, M1, 96761
PC-22: Testimony

Dear Maui Planning Committes and Council Members,

I am wriling lo ask you to raconsidar the extensive shareling armaring projects that are
currently occurting aver an & mile strelch along Wesl Maui. Shoreline armoring,
spacifically seawalls, have repeatedly been shown o negalively impact beaches,
naarshore acosystemns, and coastlines.

| grew up on the west side of Maui, and at age 24, | have already seen repeated
reconstruction of the Honoapiilani Highway seawalls time and time again. This huge
amount of time and muney sperd on the reconstruction of samething that will ultimataly
always be temporary, is hard lo understand. The constant waves of the ocean wilt
always win. It is unnatural to place a rigid, man-made cement wall up against something
that is as nalurally dynamic as the ocean. Let the ocean have its shoreline back.
Seawalls are incredibly detrimental to the ecological and recrealional health of our
sharelines. The Highway seawalls ara arading the beaches becausa the constant surge
of waves that conlinue to crash into the wall, result in strong backwash out inlo the
ocean, thus sroding the sand and shoraline unnaturally, and quickly. This unnatural rigid
structure will always nead lo be ralurbished, because the lorce of tha ocean will always
pravaid. Continuing to maintain these seawalls, in turn, will continua 1o destroy beaches,
surf, ooean life, natural wetlands, and more. Maui neads o implement alternatives o
the shoreling highway seawall, and let the acear: have it's beaches back.

Specifically, we ask you to adopt a proactive approach to addrassing West Maui's
chronic shoraline erosion issue. A proactive, holistic approach incudes:

1. Look for innovative alternatives to planned shoreline armoring North and
South of Olowalu -Soft enpineering solulions such as vegelative walls using
native hav and anchoring sand dunes whera appropriate are such atternatives to
seawalls that may be considered in the short and mid-term. Other interim

solutions may include collaboration with local landowners in tha area fo ulilize
cane haul roads and private roads.

2. Geot the "Honoapiilani Mighway Problem” back on SDOTs Planning
Horizons — Encourage SDOT to reinstate a volunteer task foros that will evaluale
alternatives to coastal hardening solulions with regands to the “Honoapiilani
Highway Prablam”.
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3. Envision B+ miles of coastal park from Puamana Beach Park to Papalaua
Waysida Park- A world dass coastal park would be made possible should the
regional transportation corridor be separated, and moved inand from the coastal
access road. Residants and visitors alike would flock to recreals within the miles
and miles of Hawaiian beach parks, nature reserves and open spaces.

Wae implore you to create a lasting legacy along West Maui's coastiine, one that
meats the community's needs in a manner that is forward thinking and
sustainable.

Sincerely,
Hailey Gill
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