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January 19, 2018 

Ms. Joanna L. Seto, Chief 
Safe Drinking Water Branch 
Environmental Management Division 
Hawaii State Department of Health 
2385 Waimano Home Road 
Uluakupu Building 4 
Pearl City, HI 96782-1400 

Dear Ms. Seto: 

SUBJECT: MOLOKAI COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE (PC-2) 

The Maui County Council's Planning Committee is in the process of 
reviewing the decennial update of the Molokai Community Plan ("Plan"). 
Chapter 11 of the Plan, West End Policy Statement, was originally drafted 
by members of the West End Molokai community. The following are 
excerpts from the proposed Plan relating to domestic water: 

A. 	Existing Conditions - Water 

The water supply for the West End is supplied by Molokai Public 
Utilities and Waiola O Molokai. The quality of water provided by 
utility companies is regulated by the DOH. Regular water quality 
testing is performed and water quality requirements are met. 
However, the community lacks confidence in the safety of the 
drinking water. 

The water supply starts with clean water from Well 17 (the Ranch 
has not had a state permit to pump this well since 2007), and is 
then pumped into the Kualapu'u Reservoir, which is an open 
reservoir filled with tilapia and snails, and surrounded by fields 
sprayed by pesticides and herbicides. The Well 17 ground water 
then mixes in with the Molokai Irrigation System (MIS) surface 
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water, which is not potable. Water is then pumped out of the MIS 
to be treated in the Ranch's water treatment facility before reaching 
residents' faucets. The Ranch is implementing a water project which 
is scheduled to be completed in June 2018 and the Ranch's use of 
the MIS will cease. 

In exchange for expedited development permission in the 1970's, the 
Ranch agreed to provide all of the water required for its projects. 
These contracts with the County of Maui are still in effect and apply 
to the current owner and to all successors. The Ranch continues to 
provide water to its properties, but at exorbitant rates that were 
approved by the PUC after the Ranch shut down most operations in 
2008 and threatened to shut down its water system too. Water rates 
are now among the highest in the nation. Molokai Ranch has failed 
to provide residents with safe, clean, and affordable drinking water 
as promised. 

B. Issues 

Issue 3: 	Lack of community confidence in safety of drinking 
water and expensive water rates (no agricultural water available). 

C. Goal, Policies, Actions 

Policy 1: 	Ensure West End residents have access to clean, 
affordable water through protection, improvement, regular testing, 
replacement, and enhancement of the existing water supply, and 
development of new water sources, as needed. 

Policy 9: 	Encourage the testing by DOH Safe Drinking Water 
Branch for contaminants at residential faucets of at least seven 
homes quarterly. 

Please provide the Planning Committee with the following 
information: 

1. 	Are any of the above statements inaccurate? 

2. 	Do you have any information on the quality of drinking water 
supplied to the West End of Molokai? 
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3. 	Do you have any other comments on the proposed language? 

Please provide a written response by February 6, 2018. To ensure 
efficient processing, please include the relevant Committee item number 
in the subject line of your response. 

Should you have any questions, please contact me or the Committee 
staff (Traci Fujita at ext. 7687, or Rayna Yap at ext. 8007). 

Sincerely, 

KELLY ;)KING, Chair 
Planning Committee 
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