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Honorable Chair and Members 
  of the County Council 
County of Maui 
Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii 
 
Chair and Members: 
 
 Your Agriculture and Public Trust Committee, having met on 
August 3, 2021, makes reference to County Communication 21-347, from 
the Director of Water Supply, transmitting a proposed bill entitled “A BILL 
FOR AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE COUNTY OF 
MAUI TO ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH 
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, PACIFIC ISLANDS WATER SCIENCE 
CENTER, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (STUDY TO 
ASSESS GROUNDWATER AVAILABILITY UNDER SCENARIO-BASED 
RECHARGE CHANGES ON THE ISLAND OF MAUI).” 
 
 The purpose of the proposed bill is to authorize the Mayor to enter 
into a Joint Funding Agreement with U.S. Geological Survey, Pacific 
Islands Water Science Center, United States Department of the Interior, 
for a study to assess groundwater availability under scenario-based 
recharge changes on the island of Maui. 
 
 Your Committee notes the intergovernmental agreement is for the  
period October 1, 2021 to March 31, 2023, at a cost of $168,000 to the 
County. 
 
 Your Committee further notes Section 2.20.020, Maui County Code, 
requires an ordinance to authorize the Mayor to enter into any 
intergovernmental agreement which places a financial obligation upon the 
County or any department or agency. 
 
 The Department of Water Supply said the objective of the study is to 
characterize optimal withdrawal distributions for local communities and 
water managers on Maui, subject to appropriate withdrawal-site and 
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saltwater-intrusion constraints, for selected future land-cover and 
recharge scenarios. 
 
 Your Committee noted the study can help the County better 
understand how future groundwater demand can be met for Maui Island 
despite an increasing population, a greater demand for groundwater, 
needs of groundwater-dependent ecosystems, changes in land-cover 
caused by humans or invasive species, and climate change. 
 
 Your Committee voted 7-0 to recommend passage of the proposed 
bill on first reading and filing of the communication.  Committee Chair 
Sinenci, Vice-Chair Johnson, and members King, Lee, Molina, Paltin, and 
Rawlins-Fernandez voted “aye.” 
 
 Your Agriculture and Public Trust Committee RECOMMENDS the 
following: 
 

1. That Bill ____________ (2021), attached hereto, entitled “A BILL 
FOR AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE 
COUNTY OF MAUI TO ENTER INTO AN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH U.S. 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, PACIFIC ISLANDS WATER SCIENCE 
CENTER, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(STUDY TO ASSESS GROUNDWATER AVAILABILITY UNDER 
SCENARIO-BASED RECHARGE CHANGES ON THE ISLAND 
OF MAUI),” be PASSED ON FIRST READING and be 
ORDERED TO PRINT; and 

 
2. That County Communication 21-347 be FILED. 
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 This report is submitted in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules of 
the Council. 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
 SHANE M. SINENCI, Chair 

 
apt:cr:21030aa:kmat 






















