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SUBJECT: UPCOUNTRY RESIDENCY AREA MEETING REGARDING THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET (BFED-1) 

On April 1, 2026, the Council's Budget, Finance, and Economic 
Development Committee held a public meeting at the Mayor Hannibal Tavares 
Community Center regarding the proposed FY 2027 Budget. Present for the 
meeting were: Committee Chair Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Committee Vice-Chair 
Kauanoe Batangan, and members Tom Cook, Gabe Johnson, Alice L. Lee, 
Tamara Faltin, Keani N.W. Rawlins-Fernandez, and Shane M. Sinenci. The 
meeting started at 6:01 p.m. and adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 

The Committee received oral testimony from 44 individuals. Unless 
otherwise indicated, the following oral testimony was received in support of 
funding for the organization, program, or project noted: 

1. Eight people expressed appreciation for Maui Economic 
Opportunity, Inc., including its transportation and paratransit 
services, Head Start Program, B.E.S.T. (Be Empowered and Stay 
Together) Program, Agricultural Micro Grant Program, and Business 
Development Center. 

2. Fourteen people expressed support for Maui Economic Development 
Board, including its STEMworks education-to-workforce programs. 

3 . Thirteen people expressed support for the Maui Mountain Bike 
Coalition Cycle Strong program. 

4. Four people-Gerry Ross, Ethan Romanchak, Theresa Thompson, 
and Warren Watanabe-testified in support of the Maui County 
Farm Bureau. Warren Watanabe noted that the Mayor's budget 
does not reflect the full request made by the Farm Bureau. He added 
that the organization would be seeking additional funds through 
other competitive County grants. 
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5. Gerry Ross also testified in support of the Maui Coffee Association, 

Hawai‘i Farmers Union United, and F.A.M. (Farm Apprentice and 

Mentoring) Program.  He also highlighted the importance of waste 
diversion and farm-to-table and table-to-farm opportunities, such 
as composting. 

6. Theresa Thompson also testified in support of the Maui Cattleman’s 
Association. 

7. Two people urged support of The Maui Farm and noted that the 
budget increase they requested due to rising health insurance 
premiums is not reflected in the Mayor’s proposed budget. 

8. Annette Niles and Tiare Lawrence requested additional support for 
farmers and ranchers, specifically for deer management. 

9. Tiare Lawrence also requested a revitalization plan for Haliʻimaile 
Park and funding for high-speed public Wi-Fi and drone technology 
for lifeguards.  She also requested that the County stop funding 

additional speed bumps and instead consider other road safety 
methods. 

10. Deb Marois noted Hoʻoikaika Partnership is not included in the 

Mayor’s proposed budget despite receiving funding in the past.  She 
requested $175,000 in continued funding plus a modest increase 

due to increased costs for ‘Ohana Fest and child abuse prevention 
efforts. 

11. One individual requested the Council’s oversight and support for 

damages to the Wailuku Water System and restoration of water to 
the corresponding service area.  

12. One individual requested additional funding for settlement 

compensation.  
 

Your Committee also received the attached written testimony.  
 
For questions relating to the Upcountry residency area meeting, please 

contact OCS staff (Kasie Apo Takayama at ext. 7665, Maria Leon at 7866, or 
Jean Pokipala at ext. 8006).   
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If you have any questions relating to the FY 2027 Budget, please contact 

the Committee staff (Kirsten Szabo at ext. 7662, James Krueger at ext. 7761, 

Jarret Pascual at ext. 7141, Clarissa MacDonald at ext. 7135, or Pauline Martins 
at ext. 8039).  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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