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Source: Visual damage assessments by FEMA (based on aerial or satellite imagery)

Commercial & Industrial Structures 
Damaged Within Lahaina Burn Area

E C O N O M I C   I M P A C T S  O F   T H E   M A U I  W I L D F I R E S

Loss of Businesses

Source: Data Axle; U.S. Census Bureau; FEMA

Businesses were not only physically destroyed but also rendered functionally 
inoperable due to infrastructure damages and the loss of tourism and local markets

Business Profile Within Lahaina 
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Housing: Destroyed Structures
1,288 residential structures were destroyed

Source: Geospatial damage assessment conducted by Federal Emergency Management Agency



The wildfires reduced Maui’s population by ~1,000 residents:  
160-200 moved within State, 430-510 left the State

Source: Migration Effects of the Maui Wildfires: Early Indicators from State Tax Filings. The Economic Research Organization at the University of Hawai‘i, January 2025
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Outmigration: State Tax Returns

https://uhero.hawaii.edu/migration-effects-of-the-maui-wildfires-early-indicators-from-state-tax-filings/
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Maui County Statewide

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research & Economic Analysis Division. Economic Data Warehouse. Accessed: 18 July 2025.

Seasonally Adjusted Maui County vs. State Labor Force, Civilian

Maui County labor force trended downward following wildfires

WILDFIRES

COVID-19 
SHUTDOWN
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Outmigration: Labor Force

https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/datawarehouse/
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Job Changes

Source: Research & Economic Analysis | Labor Market Dashboard

2025 Job Change by Industry, June Year to Date

Jobs in tourism-related industries have improved in 2025Job losses correlated with the reduction 
in labor force and employment

Job Change by Industry, 2023

Source: Research & Economic Analysis | Labor Market Dashboard

https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/labormarket-dashboard/
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/labormarket-dashboard/


Seasonally Adjusted Maui County Visitor Arrivals

Source: Visitor arrivals by air (seasonally adjusted) from Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research & Economic Analysis Division. Economic Data Warehouse. Accessed 18 July 2025. 

Visitor arrivals to Maui County saw major declines, slow to recover; cascading effects

E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T S  O F  T H E  M A U I  W I L D F I R E S

Decline in Tourism: Visitor Arrivals
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WILDFIRES

Seasonally Adjusted Maui County 
Hotel Occupancy Rate

Source: Hospitality Advisors, LLC and Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research & Economic Analysis Division. Economic Data Warehouse. Accessed: 21 July 2025.

Maui County hotels continue to see reduced occupancy, room rates

Seasonally Adjusted Maui County 
Hotel Average Daily Rate

WILDFIRES
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Decline in Tourism: Hotels

COVID-19 
SHUTDOWN

COVID-19 
SHUTDOWN

https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/datawarehouse/
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COLLECTIVE ACTION FOR MAUI 
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Vision & Values Word Cloud
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Process





Restore Business 
Operations

Revitalize & Grow Ag Lands 
& Businesses

Workforce Resilience 
& Reintegration

Lahaina Business Park Pathways to Prosperity
Expanding R-1 
Water System

Maui Workforce 
Ecosystem

Agricultural, Natural 
Resource & Food Systems 
Workforce Task Force

Healing Journey

Accelerating 
Permitting Processes

Regaining Lahaina’s 
Harbor

West Maui Water 
Management Plan

Wai Dashboard

Economic Recovery 
& Resilience Strategy

Systems Mapping
Centered on
Survivor Housing
and Resources

M A U I  E C O N O M I C  R E C O V E R Y  C O M M I S S I O N

Alignment with County Recovery Needs Assessment
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Alignment with County Plans
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Alignment with County Plans
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Alignment with County Plans



Builds Bridges. Connects the County 
and community with State and Federal 
government agencies, private, 
nonprofit, academic, and philanthropic 
organizations

Fills Knowledge Gaps. Obtains and 
translates data and information, 
fosters informed decision making

Empowers Community. Provides a 
vehicle for uplifting community voices 
and enabling community action

Advocates for Priorities. Develops 
strategies for and pursues solutions, 
funding, policies, partnerships

Complements, Coordinates with 
County. Bolsters County projects, 
programs, initiatives; allows for nimble 
pivots; seeks external resources

M A U I  E C O N O M I C  R E C O V E R Y  C O M M I S S I O N

Venturing Forward & Value to the County



M A U I   E C O N O M I C  R E C O V E R Y  C O M M I S S I O N

What Next?

Full convenings of project teams with funders

Additional push toward project refinement, 
implementation

Efforts to secure project funding

Continued coordination with County and State
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ERC Project Updates 
Ready on 7/31Full ERC Report

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O84yHXZneO995jRoDbl5-qRuXpYAI8Rt/view
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Maui County State of Hawaii
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Unemployment

Seasonally Adjusted Maui County vs. State Unemployment Rate, Civilian

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research & Economic Analysis Division. Economic Data Warehouse. Accessed: 18 July 2025
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COVID-19 
SHUTDOWN

Employment in Maui County, especially in West Maui, is highly vulnerable to tourism shocks

https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/datawarehouse/


WILDFIRES

Seasonally Adjusted Maui Island Visitor Arrivals

Source: Visitor arrivals by air (seasonally adjusted) from Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research & Economic Analysis Division. Tourism Data Warehouse. Accessed 18 July 2025. 

Visitor arrivals to Maui Island saw major declines, slow to recover; cascading effects
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Decline in Tourism: Visitor Arrivals

COVID-19 
SHUTDOWN
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Job Losses

Source: Research & Economic Analysis | Labor Market Dashboard

Job Change by Industry, 2024

Jobs in tourism-related industries in 2024 were similar to 2023

Civilian Employed
Seasonally Adjusted, Maui County

Source: Hawai‘i State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research & 
Economic Analysis Division. Economic Data Warehouse. Accessed: 18 July 2025.

Job losses correlate with the reduction 
in labor force and employment
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https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/labormarket-dashboard/
https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/datawarehouse/
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