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MEMO TO: Members of the Budget, Finance, and Economic
Development Committee

F R O M: Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Ch&u’r%‘"J fo K A
Budget, Finance, and Economic Developrhent Committee

SUBJECT: MOLOKAI RESIDENCY AREA MEETING REGARDING THE
FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET (BFED-1)

On April 13, 2026, the Council’s Budget, Finance, and Economic
Development Committee held a public meeting at the Mitchell Pau‘ole Center
regarding the proposed FY 2027 Budget. Present for the meeting were:
Committee Chair Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Committee Vice-Chair Kauanoe
Batangan, and members Gabe Johnson, Keani N.W. Rawlins-Fernandez, Shane
M. Sinenci, and Nohelani Uu-Hodgins. The meeting started at 6:00 p.m. and
adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

The Committee received oral testimony from 31 individuals. Unless
otherwise indicated, the following oral testimony was received in support of
funding for the organization, program, or project noted:

1. Ku‘ulei Arce, Kupuna Program Coordinator, Molokai Rural Health
Community Association Inc., and 16 other individuals praised the
staff who help to provide social activities, house and yard cleaning
services, lomilomi massage, podiatry, haircuts, collaboration and
facilitation with other agencies, and foot care for diabetics. They
advocated to restore $600,000 to the FY 2027 Budget to support the
program.

2. Four individuals testified in support of funding for Maui Economic
Opportunity, Inc.’s community services on Molokai, including
transportation services and Head Start. Additional funding for more
teaching staff and hours for keiki would be welcome,

3. Fifth grade teacher Kawika Gonzales and seven others, including
three haumana, testified in support of Maui Economic Development
Board’s STEMworks program on Molokai. They were grateful for
funding that supports an Al challenge, an opportunity for Molokai
students to attend a presentation at an O‘ahu STEM conference, and
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10.

11.

12.

a presentation aimed at bullying prevention at the Wailuku Film
Festival.

One individual requested more support for feral animal control of
cats and dogs through Molokai Humane Society. She also supported
funding the Molokai ferry.

One person testified in support of funding for infrastructure and
subsidies for Compassionate Animal Resources Everywhere, a
nonprofit forming to provide traveling veterinary surgery, diagnostic,
and preventative services.

Milton Cortez, Chief Executive Officer, Molokai Community Health
Center, and one other individual asked for funding for the
organization. Federal cuts might impact the 65 percent of Molokai
residents on Medicaid. They said the dental program has been
especially valuable to Molokai residents.

One testifier expressed support for Maui Arts & Cultural Center, The
Digital Bus, and Molokai Arts Center, Inc.

Amber Nakihei, Molokai Program Manager, Family Life Center, Inc.,
expressed support for the organization and its mission to end
homelessness through prevention, case management, and
temporary sheltering.

One individual expressed gratitude for support for Hale Makua
Health Services’ adult day health program.

Two people testified in support of continued funding for Maui Family
Support Services, Inc., including the Papa Makua and Hui Kane
programs.

Matt Yamashita, Founding Member, Hui Wa‘a o Molokai, testified in
support of funding to purchase land on Molokai with Open Space,
Natural Resources, Cultural Resources, and Scenic Views
Preservation Funds for educational purposes. He also supports
funding for the Maui Film Commission’s pilot program to tell stories
of Molokai nonprofits, and all Molokai youth and elderly programs.

Nani Kahinu, Farmer’s Apprentice Mentoring Program Coordinator
with Hawaii Farmers Union United, expressed gratitude for
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supporting the HFU FAM program and Sust‘ainable Molokai. She
also expressed frustration with the grant reimbursement process.

13. Lori Buchanan, MoMISC Coordinator, Moloka‘/Maui Invasive
Species Committee, is grateful for support of the organization’s work
to protect Molokai from invasive species, including coconut
rhinoceros beetles that was just discovered on the island, requiring
a rapid response.

14. One individual, a lo‘i farmer, sought assistance for his large taro
patch destroyed by recent storms. He expressed support for all
programs on Molokai. He continues to oppose the East Molokai
Watershed Partnership Management Plan which he feels does not
follow traditional ahupua‘a-based management. He believes the
plan ignores how deer migrate after fencing, which degrades the
understory and leads to reefs being destroyed by sediment. He
proposes north-south fencing instead of east-west fencing.

15. Zhantell Dudoit Lindo, Chief Executive Officer, Molokai Heritage
Trust, testified in support of funding for the Wailuku Film Festival
and homeless support services through Family Life Center. However,
she opposes acquiring land for a Molokai homeless shelter because
an on-island shelter could potentially attract people from outside
the community.

Your Committee also received the attached written testimony.

For questions relating to the Molokai residency area meeting, please
contact OCS staff (Ellen McKinley at ext. 7661, or Criselda Paranada at 7668).

If you have any questions relating to the FY 2027 Budget, please contact
the Committee staff (Kirsten Szabo at ext. 7662, James Krueger at ext. 7761,
Jarret Pascual at ext. 7141, Clarissa MacDonald at ext. 7135, or Pauline Martins
at ext. 8039). Thank you for your cooperation.

bfed:2027bgt:Residency area meetings:2604 13Molokai:emb

Attachment
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Letter of Support for Maui Economic Opportunity (MEO)
Aloha Chair and Members of the Budget and Finance Committee,

I am writing in strong support of continued funding for Maui Economic Opportunity and the
essential services it provides to individuals and families throughout Maui County, including
Moloka'i.

For many residents of Moloka'i, transportation remains one of the greatest barriers to
opportunity. Accessing school, work, medical appointments, groceries, social services, and
community programs can be difficuit without reliable transportation options. MEO helps bridge
that gap by providing services that directly improve the quality of life and strengthen community
stability.

Beyond transportation, MEO has long been recognized for its programs that support economic
self-sufficiency, employment pathways, housing stability, and community well-being. These
services are especially important for rural and underserved communities where resources may
be limited.

When families have access to transportation and support services, students attend school more
consistently, workers maintain employment, and kiipuna and families can access essential care

and resources.

Continued support for MEO is an investment in equity, access, and the well-being of Maui
County residents.

| respectfully ask for your continued support of Maui Economic Opportunity and the vital work it
does for our communities.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

ReceneDar WS weenma on Wi/
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(8U8)298-9686
RE: Letter of Support for Molokai Arts Center
Aloha Chair and Members of the Budget and Finance Committee,

I am writing in strong support of continued funding for the Molokai Arts Center and the important
role it plays in serving the people of Moloka'i.

The Moiokai Arts Center is far more than an arts organization. It is a place where community,
culture, creativity, and connection come together. Through classes, workshops, exhibits, youth
programs, and community events, the center provides meaningful opportunities for residents of
all ages to learn, create, and build relationships.

For many families on Moloka'i, access to arts education and creative spaces is limited. The
Molokai Arts Center helps fill that gap by offering safe, welcoming, and enriching experiences
that strengthen weli-being and community pride. It also helps preserve local culture by uplifting
island voices, stories, traditions, and artistic expression.

The center contributes to economic deveiopment by supporting local artists, attracting visitors,
organizing events, and fostering opportunities in the creative economy. Most importantly, it
invests in people by giving youth and families a positive place to grow and thrive.

| respectfully ask that you continue to support funding for the Molokai Arts Center and recognize
its lasting impact on our island community.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Sincerelv

[V 1RIRI R YLV E] -~ |
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(BUB)2YB-Y686

Letter of Support for Maui Economic Development Board (MEDB)
Aloha Chair and Members of the Budget and Finance Committee,

! am writing in strong support of continued funding for the Maui Economic Development Board
and its impactful programs that benefit students, educators, families, and communities across
Maui County, including Moloka‘i.

MEDB has helped expand access to STEM education, innovation, entrepreneurship, and
future-ready learning opportunities for our youth. In rural communities such as Moloka'i, these
opportunities are especially valuable because students often face barriers related to distance,
limited resources, and fewer specialized programs.

Through robotics, coding, career exploration, teacher training, and student engagement
programs, MEDB helps prepare our students for success in a rapidly changing world. These
experiences build confidence, problem-solving skills, collaboration, and the belief that local
students can compete and lead in any field they choose.

MEDB also strengthens our schools by supporting educators with high-quality professional
learning and partnerships that connect classroom learning to real-world opportunities.

Continued investment in MEDB is an investment in innovation, education, and the future
workforce of Maui County.

| respectfuily ask for your continued support of this important organization and its programs.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

o S IUNEUSEN

N RAL P b WA A

moleKan
RECEVEDAT BFrEw  MEETING ON 4/13) 24



April 13, 2026

Mayor Richard T. Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

Kalana O Maui Bldg 9% Fl.
Wailuku, HI 96793

Aloha Mr. Mayor Bissen:

My name is Makaila Purdy and I am writing in support of the Molokai Rural
Community Association (MRCA) Kapuna Program. This program has many services
that benefit our native Hawaiian and non-Hawaiian Kiipuna. Due to my current health
conditions and medical procedures that I have undergone, the services that MRCA
provides, has been monumental for me to maintain my health as best as I can. The
following are services I have utilized and continue to use, e.g. haircuts, yard cleaning,

foot care and lomilomi.

Please continue to tund our Molokai Rural Community Association Kupuna Program as

it is important for our kupuna to sustain our health and independent living.

Makaila Purdy

P.O. Box

Hoolehu, HI 96729
(808) 658 - 0879

slgan
RECENED ATgrep- _ MEETING ON H/13/26
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Moloka‘i Agricuiture & Food Security Priorities

CRB
e Responses guided by community not grant guidelines

¢ Incentivise for brush/breeding site cleanup or mitigation with sound/safe approach

s 'Fuuw[(-y ?umr\m{- ,41. ingpecfor on—-islan
Idle Agricultural Lands

s Support clearing, fencing, and initial site development

Build a Local Farmer Workforce Pipeline
Focus: Train Moioka'i residents to grow food at scale

¢ Fund cohort-based, hands-on programs
o Paid apprenticeships tied to real production sites
¢ Integrate ag pathways into Moloka'i schools

Soil Health & Regenerative Practices
Focus: Build fertility using locally available inputs
e Support cover cropping

e Composting (Sustainable Coastlines model} and green waste reuse

e Promote aarofprestrv and nerennial svstems
]

Small-Scale Infrastructure (Right-Sized for Moloka‘i)
Focus: Infrastructure that matches the island scale

e Shared-use wash/pack facilities
¢ Small cold storage hubs

Strengthen Local Markets First
Focus: Keep food on isiand before exporting

e Support local markets, EBT access, and farm-to-school programs
e County purchasing of local food (schools, kupuna programs)

Support Agroforestry & Perennial Systems

RECEIVED AT

Mgiokan
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Focus: Long-term, climate-resilient production

e Incentives for breadfruit (‘ulu), avocado, citrus, and canoe crops
e Windbreak and alley cropping systems
e Fund demonstration sites of learning

Reduce Barriers for Small Growers
Focus: Make it easier to farm

e Streamline permits for ag structures and water systems
e Reduce regulatory burden for small-scale sales
e Provide technical assistance for compliance



|
COUNTY OF MAUI ]
Office of the Mayor 'L

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT . )
Name: Marialenna Davis

Email Address: Phone:

Mailing Address; Madavis@alulike.org City/Zip:

| Represent: [vMyself -
[ | Organization MEO, Inc. Molokai

Request"ssue. Alohal Please continue to supporl Molokai MEQ and aM of ils many services. I'd especrally like 1o highRght their Rental Assistance Program,

which | was a recanl recipient of, | don't usually qualify for services because my income s just over the eligibility limi¢, so | wasn't very hopeful when | epplied.

Howsver, Aunty Nand, the Community Services Case Manager who oversees tha renlal assislance progrem on Molokal, raated me with kingnass and withowl judgmem.

Sha made the entie application process seamiless, and | indy appreciate her for that. Al the Bme, | was living In a conlainer on Hawailan Homesleed lands as a single

mother raising a tween. | needed to provide my daughter with a safe, clean, and suppaortive environment for her growth

and my peace of mind. | would not have been able to do that without MEQO’s support. | am incredibly grateful.

Please continue to fund all the wonderful and needed programs of MEQ.

Funding Request {if known): $

Responsible County Department:

dokon
RecENED AT ares weemv on 41312

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hius



April 13, 2026
To: Members of the Maui Budget Committee

Re: Public Comment in Support of Continued Funding for MEO's Rental Assistance
Program

My name is Tami Michaelson and | am a resident of Molokai. | am writing to provide
public comment for the upcoming budget hearing and to express my strong support for
continued—and, where possible, increased—funding for MEQ's rental assistance
program, MEQ has delivered meaningful, measurable results for families and individuals
who are working hard to secure safe, stable housing. In 2015, | participated in the
program, which helped me get into a home as a single mother with two children. Now |
can offer this opportunity to others seeking a head start to obtain housing on the isiand
of Molokai.

MEQ’s housing program has helped community members move from housing insecurity
to stability by providing critical services such as housing navigation, application
assistance, landlord coordination, leaming to budget, and connections to supportive
services. For many households, these supports make the difference between continued
displacement and a sustainable path forward.

Beyond the numbers, MEO's work reflects dignity and respect for the people it serves.
Staff consistently meet clients where they are, communicate clearly, and help
households understand their options. This kind of steady, practical support reduces
stress on emergency systems and helps stabilize neighborhoods by keeping families
housed. Nani Duvauchelle has been instrumental in supporting our local community to
find safe, appropriate housing.

As you consider the budget, | urge you to prioritize investments that keep people safely
housed and reduce the long-term costs of crisis response. Continued funding for MEQO's
housing program will help maintain services that are already working and expand
capacity to meet growing need—especially as rents and living costs remain high.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit public comments and for your commitment to
the wellbeing of our community. Piease support full funding for MEQ'’s housing program
in the coming budget.

Sincerely,
Tamara Michaelson

Native Hawaiian: Molokai Resident

{a¥ox
ccceveo AT ey wzemoon M 13/26



COUNTY OF MAUI i | i
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

i ﬂs:::::: Shauna Pule-Kaahanui
Emall Address: kaishalei2016@gmail.com Phone: 8086580796
Mailing Address: P.O. BOX 1362 City/Zip: Kaunakakai, Hl 96748

| Represent: yself
|_lOrganization

Request/lssue: MEO budget has continuously supported Molokai families in a number of

ways that no one can express how helpful they are. It's programs are essential for

many residents particularly those facing economic hardship. Maintaining and if

possible increasing funding ensures that individuals and families can continue to

access these vital resources and programs. The support from the budget directly

impacts the well-being, stability, and self-sufficiency of our community members.

| strong urge the committee/ board members/ and decision makers to continue

prioritizing MEQ's budget and to consider the positive impact it has had on countless

residents in Maui County.

I, Shauna Pule-Kaahanui, Thank you for your time and consideration.

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: RECEIVED AT rhé'g‘é‘# MEETING ON L\I \3’ L

Form may ba mailed ta: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Sirest, 9th floor, Wailuku, Hi 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT
Name: & qu’ YD(V\ a'e V9 m
Email Address: & Phone:

Maiting Address: f, '?DK Z-Cr 5 / {L( ﬁ'( aﬁ W City/Zip: [+£ CZ@? Z q'

! Represent: ysetf
Organization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Request/issue:
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Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

ReceveD AT MASAY ycemug ey U/13/24

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 86793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI | ,
Office of the Mayor ! !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT .
Name: enr“nﬂtfz@r’ ML [ ‘UG{/ m@ (\a q_//(
Email Address: moe%@ﬁ&hwtfpgnr@ phone; AR SBD A
Mailing Address: |\ eO Tarneyvarnerya City/Zip: V1A

I Represent: yseif
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Requestiissue: W\ v \g NelteS® =ia ) o yre
o _do aruEning a3 Uon digables & mn
LO & Mo \or\qer:) Arwve . Y caoula a8k
Lor fahq‘fww\ oot ld b a wey Fo
be wveth ‘p’é(}’ {—’fé o nve el efioms A
o 1€ Huae 15 cxrz;dard\qa;\ W <oyl d
call >0 1nfhymaton VPQ’ ’Plﬁs

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Malikan
RECENEDAT BFEYL  MZETING ON Y4/13/20

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 8th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.offica(@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI | i
Office of the Mayor :_ _____________________ :
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT
Name: _D 12184 Co F/,é’/
C - Lzoz
Email Address: Phone: & 27 -857 - -4

Mailing Address: City/Zip:

| Represent: yself
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Request/lssue: ’% /£ > > 21 2 Y s

9 lhne e A M 2% ,Q#E/«;;féuﬂé;,
% P ﬁ%/l..

—/‘Z%g_u?_w ;

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:
RECEIVED AT mg"f'km"“ MEETING ON 4/13/2,

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budgel.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor :_ :
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT
Name: &wimi%gx, Mowaeg
Email Address: Y a : AL Phone: &ug-&S58-1553
Mailing Address: City/Zip:

| Represent: yself
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Requestissue: be T need die bus ko ged to wock so T cow
heiﬁmwm‘ma._@ih an AL T con so-e UP e 4y
&M_/Lgv;m%u J,

-+ { The L 19 a M.{) dn e cusdl
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Funding Request {if known): $

Responsibie County Department:

holokon
RECENEDAT_ Brep YE:.C N Y/i3/2l

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, H! 96783
Or emailed: budgel.office@co.maui.hi.us






COUNTY OF MAUI : l
Office of the Mayor ; _ _ !

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT

Name: LAMBERT K. HAN

Email Address: 'QC\G\ kqn 34-@, 3”\0;\ .COM  Phone: B0% 58 538|
Mailing Address; FO BOx 2 City/zip: HOOLEHUA Glb“l*zq

| Represent %r::c:zation Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc - Molokai
Request/issue: O’Bﬁ‘\' \ﬁued "F\-Uﬁd\h 'FC)\" MEO
Arargpertation ie esceftial for
Kﬁpuﬁa like WNQQJHZ 4o  attend
app@m’rmerﬂg in town — Aockor, denhst
%\Jsxcat\ Yherapy, food (6\(\0?D mm\
MED %amm%h Wae, bocen ™
\ife line, for my Physical Omd
mertal well being after |osing
M st and 0ot being _able ™o drive
W\\Iee\(: T+ e a vital Need for
| Dee)p\e, o Moloka®, .

Funding Request (if known): $

Molokony
‘ Responsible County Department: RECENEDAT gFvp  MEETINGON 4/13/2

Form may be mailad to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Cr emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEAS:::::?@@.ZM f VRO = Ndf 24 [ / 12 -.
Email Address: /,,)}‘é e U1 190 3na | ¢ o1 Phone: |904086 9Lty /
Mailing Address: Z, bow %D cityzip:fpp /ebiyg 94129

| Represent: /gysalf . . )
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc - Molokai

Requestiissue: 1. ver 4/ b4 4}farﬂ§fz:/ totinn ot par o
aShile Jo fan  %ed Hdo poiks a5 well g5 all wmy
‘)'bal’Pu/;a 8 oA ns &PPﬁiv'\‘)[Mﬂ/l“)é AN dipe
Méﬂ Jo qej back lpme oabeldy . Ploase
/‘m{«!m /4 -/(Ae £ und, /w Fo/ 145 ‘?/e/\/iCt’ .
M\,VJQ Mqlwt ?\f)ﬂl‘?’ ‘

Funding Request (if known): $

' Responsible County Department:

Mok
cevtu AT Brep  MEETING ONH1BJ2

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 Scuth High Street, Sth fioor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



i
COUNTY OF MAUI A — i
Office of the Mayor :_ ------------------- :
Fiscal Year 2027

Community Budget Request

e Seaig SR YL s e
Ewnail Address: Phone: ‘509' 2152

Mailing Address: City/Zip:

| Represent yself
Organization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Request/lssue: 7: (46’!7 ﬁﬁ COM/M)///% da @/%L
!///77/4 Vel T0 o Pwin

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: oD M%MEETNG QNL\“?), 21,:)

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th flogr, Wailuku, HI 86793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT
Name:

Email Address: _%m_\mmw - m%i}{o% & (8%\@ 2{ -5 (0(«;’2

Mailing Address: Qx (O \% \ﬂﬁm \! Hh/% [ ] u l:‘k SBC'th'p lé ﬂ].‘.!}ﬂkg BQ I 96 76

| Represent; yself
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Request/issue: \\\\\(\.& N\ ¥ )('Q) %\\@%@, N%M
Q@t%\ QQ\C NNA }

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

e ED AT ok e N Y1324

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth floor, Wailuku, Hi 96793
Or emailed: budget office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT
Name: B bb‘;

Email Address: Phone:

G0 g-2"17-152¢

Mailing Address: City/Zip:

| Represent yself
Organization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc. - Molokai

Request/issue: ]AQ PG e g et b o Ar o

L.
S0 gl

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

i nilglon
RECENEDAT 'RFEv MEeTNG ON 4/13/26

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Strest, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 86783
Or emailed: budget.office@co.mavi.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

PLEASE PRINT

Name: KOH}YM C/I/]OV\(?

Email Address: Phone: (2 05) Z/ 5 ““' 5 L)l’ 2 é

Mailing Address: City/Zip:

|1 Represent: %yself ) .
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc - Molokai

Requestissue: /\AQO l/]Q{PS )’}16 qu MOIflﬁ fl’ﬂl/m
high school fo Kaunaka kol

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

K
RECEI/ED AT “\%rm\ weeTinG on W13/ 26

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, Sth fioor, Wailuku, Hi 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor

Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request

A CTIAIINS
Email Address: &é QHA 2 é; ﬁ]] &5 I(M,S i| é}g Phone: C%@ %\“‘20‘ O
Mailing Address: City/Zip: Q_@ 7€7

| Represent; yself
rganl ation Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc - Molokai

Requestisgus S e P\
\g (NN? . |

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: RECEIVED AT mggtcl‘g‘ MEETING ON l{l 5/2

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



COUNTY OF MAU! | |

Office of the Mayor L _____________________ :
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
A |l VAl
Email Address: [ Wome aN (D 6\/\%\ Loom Phone: Bok-15} - 57154
Mailing Address: City/Zip: (ddwnaluv oy %7 b

| Represent: gyself
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, Inc - Molokai
Request/issue: MO W \.\- pno VL SH@Q/ ey O

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department:

Ko
RECENED AT ‘“‘2‘3@“ vezTG ON U(B1Z

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 Scuth High Street, 8th floor, Wailuku, H1 86793
Or emailed; budget.office@co.maui.hi.us
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Subject: Support for Continued Funding — Molokai Rural Health Community Association

Dear Mayor Bissen
Aloha,

| write this letter from the heart, with deep gratitude and hope for the continued support of the Molokai
Rural Health Community Association.

Here on Molokai we live a simple life. With a small population and limited resources, we depend on
programs like this not as luxuries, but as necessities. For our kupuna, this association is more than a
service-it is car, connection, and dignity.

Our elders are the backbone of this island. They are our storytellers, our teachers, and our foundation.
Through this program, they receive services that many of us might take for granted-relief from pain
through massage, essential foot care through podiatry, and opportunities to stay active and engaged
through aerobics, tai chi, and even creative outlets like drama classes.

These are not just activities. They are lifelines.

As | grow older and become a kupuna, | look forward to being able to utilize and benefit from these
services as well, just as many in our commuinity do today.

Without continued funding, we risk losing something truly irreplaceable. We risk leaving our kupuna
without the support they deserve after a lifetime of giving to this community.

i humbly ask that you continue to support and fund the Molokai Rural Health Community Association for
another year. This investment goes far beyond dollars-it strengthens the health, spirit, and heart of
Molokai.

Mahalo for your time, your compassion, and your leadership.
With respect and appreciation

Eloise L. Duvauchelle

Maoka
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The Honorable Mayor Richard Bissen, County of Maui
200 S. High St.
Wainakuy, H! 96720

Dear Mayor Bissen,

I m wrting to express my heartfelt support for the Kupuna program on Molokai, which

provides vital services to aur kupuna in our community. As a Kupuna and frequent user
of this program, | can attest o its impact on my life and the lives of many others, living
on Molokai.

The program has made a significant impact on many lives, offering essential services
like transponrtation, meals, and social activities that help combat isolation, haircuts,
yard service, podiatry visits, and diabetic foot care

As a Kupuna living on Molokai, I'm particularly concerned about the loss of these
services. We already face challenges accessing resources and services, and many of
us would have to travel off-island for medical care and other needs if not for this
program. The Kupuna program helps bnage that gap.

I'm also concerned about the loss of yard service. Many of us rely on this service to
rmaintamn cur homes and yards, but struggle to do it ourselves duc to phy
limitations. | personally depend on this service, as my arms can't handle a weedeater,
and not everyone owns a lawnmower. It's hard to find help, and this service allows us
to stay independent without burdening our busy families.

If restored, this program can continue to uplift our kupuna and the community. I'm
urging you to consider funding for the Kupuna program in the upcoming budget.

Mabhalo ior your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
D arlons fasats

Nadine Pauole

moleko
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April 8, 2026
Subject: Urgent Support for Continued Funding: Molokai Rural Health Kupuna Program
Dear Mayor,

My name is Estrelita Luczon, and | am writing to you today as a 71-year-old resident of Moloka'i
to express my deep gratitude and urgent support for the Kupuna Program through Molokai
Rural Health Community Association.

I am one of more than 900 kupuna on our island who rely heavily on the essential services
provided by this initiative, For many of us, these programs are not just "extras"—they are vital
lifelines that we simply would not have access to otherwise.

The diverse range of services offered by Molokai Rura! Health addresses our physical, mental,
and practical needs in a way that honors our community. Specificaily, the program provides:

s Physical Wellness: Services like Lomilomi and kupuna stretching help us maintain
our mobility and physical health.

s Cognitive and Technical Support: Activities designed to strengthen cognitive function,
alongside computer and iPhone classes, allow us to stay sharp and connected.

e Navigating the Modern World: As technology moves faster than many of us can
comprehend, the staff at Molokai Rural Health acts as a "godsend.” They provide the
tatience and expertise needed {o help us navigate Medicare and the digital landscape of
the modern world.

¢ Essential Home Maintenance: For many of us, including myself, tasks like yard
¢leaning have become impossible to manage alone. At my age, | can no longer handle a
eed whacker or a lawn mower, and this support allows me to maintain my home with
dignity.

The staff at Molokai Rural Heaith are a true asset to our island. They provide a level of care and
support that is irreplaceable for the senior population of Moloka'i.

1 respectfully ask that you prioritize and ensure the continued funding of this program. It is an
investment in the health, safety, and well-being of nearly a thousand kupuna who have given so
much to this community.

Mahalo for your time, your leadership, and your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Exbrelifa Luczon

Moloka'i Resident
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4/9/2026
Testimony in Support of Funding for Molokai Rural Health Community Association
Aloha Mayor Bissen,

My name is Jane Takushi Inouye, and | am writing in strong support of funding for the Molokai
Rural Health Community Association.

Mahalo nui loa for helping us kupuna here on our humble island of Molokai. Your support truly
makes a difference in our daily lives.

It is becoming harder and harder for many of us to travel to Oahu or Maui for needed services,
especially medical care. For kupuna, travel is not simple. Mobility can be difficult, and with the
current travel situation, getting off-island for appointments and other important services can be
stressful, exhausting, and sometimes impossible. That is why having as many services as
possible available here on Mclokai is so impaortant.

| especially appreciate the help that is provided with Medicare questions and guidance, as well
as legal assistance for important matters such as wills, trusts, powers of attorney, and health
care directives. These are things that many of us need, but they can be confusing and difficult to
handle without support.

] also deeply appreciate the help with house and yard cleaning. | still like to do what | can, and |
am grateful to still be able to do some things for myself. But it means so much to have someone
help with the things | cannot do anymore. The people who come to help are hardworking,
respectful, and very kind to us.

in addition, the classes and activities offered are interesting, mentally stimulating, and helpful for
keeping us healthy. Just as important, they give kupuna a chance to socialize and stay
connecied with one another, which is very important for our well-being.

For all of these reasons, | am in favor of continued funding for the Molokai Rural Health
Community Association. Please support this important organization and the valuable services it
provides to the kupuna and community of Mclokai.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit my testimony.

Sincerely,

ngIW

Molokai Resident
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April 9, 2026

Mayor Richard T. Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street
Kalana O Maui Bldg 9™ F1.
Wailuku, HI 96793

Aloha Mr. Mayor Bissen:

My name is Iwalani Kadowaki and I am writing in support of the Molokai Kupuna
Program on Molokai. This program has many services that benefits our kupuna
who are native Hawaiians as well as non-Hawatians. I have used the foot heaith
care, and many of my friends have usc their services e.g. haircuts, yard work, and
so forth.

Please continue to fund our Molokai Kupuna Program as it is important for our
kupuna to have services like what I mentioned, because Molokai has limited
resources and services.

Sincerely and Mabhalo,
Iwalani Kadowaki
P.O. Box 151

Kaunakakai, HI 96748
(808) 419-8782

|
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Letter of Support for Funding and Continuance of the Kupuna Program

Susan Nartatez

PO Box 112

Kualapu'u, HI 96757
molokeiathean@gmail.com
{808} 567-6211

Aprit 9, 2026

The Honorable Richard T. Bissen, Jr.
Mayor of Maui County

Aloha e Mayor Bissen,

My name is Susen Nartatez, and | am writing for myself as well as my 94-year-old mother, Violeta Ragasa. Wa both
utilize the services provided by the Kupuna Program, and we wholeheartedly support continued funding for this
vital service that our kupuna population depands on. In a small, close-knit community like ours, where rasources
are limited and alternatives are few, this program has become an essential lifeline for elders who deserve dignity,
care, and connection.

The Kupuna Program fills criticel gaps that no other local service can meet. The lawn care services help keep our
homes safe and accessibla, especially for elders who can neo longer manage heavy outdoor work. The lomi lomi
treatments provide comfort, healing, and cultural grounding that nourish both body and spirit. Haircuta restore
confidence and dignity. And the social activities offered through the program help combat isolation and keep our
kupuna connected to oné anothar and to the community.

Recently, lewn care services stopped being provided in the araa of my mothar's home. As a result, on deys when
immediate family are not able to tend to her yard, she has taken it upon herself to weed-whack and rake her own
yard — something no 94-year-old should have to do. | myself am on a waiting list for this service to be provided in
my area, which shows just how stretched and timited the program’s resources have become. Thase gaps highlight
the urgent naed for continued — and strengthened — funding so that kupuna are not left to struggla with tasks that
put their hastth and safety at risk.

| have seen firsthand how much these services mean to my mother and to so many others. For her, the visits, the
care, and the social interactions brighten her days and support her ability to rernain at home — something deeply
important to her. These moments remind us that the Kupuna Program is far more than a list of services; itis a

source of companionship, culturat connection, and emotionse! support for those who have given se much to our
community.

Without continued tunding, our kupuna would loge essantial support that helps them stay safe, hsaithy, and
engaged. With so few local funding options and limited community resources, the loss of this program would
create a void that we simply cannot fiil on our own. Supporting the Kupuna Program is not just a financial decision
— it is a commitment to honoring and caring for the people who raised us, taught us, and built the foundation of
our community.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to continue funding the Kupuna Program. Your suppoert ensures that
small communities like ours can continue to uphold the values of respect, care, and aloha that define who we are.

Thank you for your consideration end for recognizing the impontance of sustaining programs that truly make a
difference where it mattars most,

%{em
' MAgka
' Susan Nartate RECEVEDAT BFED _ MEETING ON U/R| 26






April 5, 2026

Aloha,

| am writing to express my sirong support for the Molokai Kupuna Program and the many
valuable services it provides to our kiipuna here on Molokai. This program ptays an essential
role in caring for our elders, who are the foundation of our community and the keepers of our
culture, ‘ike, and traditions.

The Molokai Kupuna Program offers a wide range of meaningful and practical services that
support the overall well-being of our kiipuna. These include computer classes that help eiders
stay connected with family and access important resources, as well as services like haircuts,
sewing assistance, and yard work that support daily living and dignity. The program also
provides guidance on Medicare options, helping kiipuna better understand and access
healthcare services that can often feel overwhelming.

Living on Molokai comes with unique challenges, especially for our elders who may have limited
access to fransportation, healthcare, and support services. The Kupuna Program helps bridge
these gaps by bringing services directly into the community and creating opporlunities for
connection, learning, and malama.

More than just services, this program builds a strong sense of ‘ohana. It reduces isolation,
uplifts our kdpuna, and ensures they continue to feel valued, respected, and supported. The
program provides services that we would otherwise, go without.

Continued funding and suppori for the Molokai Kupuna Program is vital. By investing in this
program, we are honoring our kilpuna and strengthening the future of our community.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

‘Vd/‘m L
Walter Naki

Molokai resident & Kupuna Program participant

mloka
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Aloha Mayor Bissen,
Thank you for supporting and funding our essential Motokai Kupuna Program.

Our Kupuna needs this vital program on our island to provide necessary assistance in
maintaining our health and welfare. In turn, we continue to lead healthier lives and be
active in our communities,

I personally have benefited greatly thru the Lomi Lomi massages . (| have a shoulder issue
and the massages | have received helped my healing process tremendously.) It helps heal
my entire body from my head to my toes. Which in turn, improves my emotionat wellbeing
also.

Dr. Pitt’s service has been essential for my foot care, | am “pre-diabetic “and walk] W}t
daily mandatory routine to maintaining a healthy lifestyle. | am very grateful for hi 268 |
to all our Kupuna. Foot care is vital for all Kupuna with diabetes!

I've benefited and appreciated all the healthy haircuts and even the wonderful Photography
Classes that Kupuna Program has provided.

Kuulei and her awesome staff work very hard to help, assist, provide and support Kupuna
on Molokai. They are dedicated to our valuable Kupuna Program. Please continue funding
this amazing program that greatly affects our Kupuna. It makes a HUGE IMPACT on our
physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual wellbeing. Thank you in advance, for caring and
supporting our Molokai Kupuna also!

Respectfully Submitted,

Annette Davis

RECENEDAT e wEETMG ON U/ 13/2L



Dear Mayor,

| would like to express my support for the Kupuna program on Molokai.

| have been a member for many years and appreciate their services.

This program has provided me with massages, haircuts and even fresh food.

I'm able to see my podiatrist, Dr. Pitt, at the Kupuna program office, which is so convenient
for me, and lastly I'm able to schedule a haircut as needed.

The employees are always so kind, respectful and attentive to my needs and | appreciate
that.

| hope you will continue to support this very important program on Molokal.

Thank you,
Diane Dunnam

Mole Yo
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April 3, 2026

Mayor Richard Bissen

C/0O Kuulei Arce

Molokai Rural Heaith Community Association
Post Office Box 290614

Hoolehua, Hawaii. 96729

Aloha Mayor Bissen,

I am writing in support of the Molokai Rural Health Community program. It has been a huge
blessing to our community as a whole and to me perscnally. | live at Home Pumehana, the
senior housing on Molokai.

| have benefitted by using many of the services s0 expertly provided: haircuts, housecleaning,
lomi, podiatry, and other wonderful reguiar arts and crafts classes. | have als¢ received a
couple of donated bags of locally-grown produce through Sustainable Molokai.

Kuulei Arce is a huge asset and has been so professionat and helpful. She and her staff are
always there when | need help or get questions answered...and they always help with a smile
on their faces and aloha in their hearts.

| hope with all my heart that you and the Council will continue to fund this highty popular
program on Molokai.

7o

Elaine Johnson
PO.Box 217
Kaunakakai, HI. 96748

M skon
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April 1, 2026

Richard T. Bissen Jr
Mayor
Maui County

Aloha Mayor Bissen,

I wish to voice my support for Molokai Rural Health Community Association (MRHCA)
and ask that the County of Maui do the same.

I have had numerous interactions with MRHCA and can always depend upon them for
not only advice, but for daily living improvements and motivation.

Recently, The Queen’s Medical Center announced that they would no longer be
accepting Humana insurance. MRCHA was one of the first places on island to reach out
to us kupuna and get us support for replacing our medical coverage. This was a HUGE
relief to have a face-to-face, licensed insurance agent to speak with who understood
our needs.

Secondly the program has supplied us with nourishing mea ai, such as eggs and fresh
produce. This means that I can afford to purchase something else that I would not
normally have the funds for.

The weekly fitness and social programs as well as lomilomi appointments are essential
to my mental and physical health. As a senior I look forward to interacting with others
in classes and to keeping my body going!

The Computer Class that they offer is tailored to “our level” of understanding and the
instructor provided extremely valuable information with regard to avowing scams, how
to keep in touch safely with ohana and how we can use it as a resource for managing
daily living events.

Thank you for allowing this program to continue on Moloka'i.

Mahalg,

Ana Char
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Theresa Tamanaka
PO Box 248
Kualapuu, HI 96757
Phone: (808)658-0925

The Honorable Richard Bissen Mayor
County of Maui 200 S. High Street, 9th Floor
Wailuky, Hawaii 96793

Subject: The Vital Impact of the Molokai Rural Health Community Association on Our Kupuna
Dear Mayor Bissen,

I am writing to you today as a concerned resident and a devoted daughter to share how much the Mofokgi Rural Health
Organization (MRHCA) means to our community, and specifically, to wry mother.

As a senior frving on Molokai, my mother faces unique challenges in accessing consistent care and social engagement. The
MRHCA has become her fifeline. It is far more than just a medical facility; it is a frub of dignity, health, and joy for our

kupuna,

What makes this organization trufy exceptional is the people. I want to personally mention the warm, dedicated service
of Kuufes and the entire staff. They treat every semior with such genusne aloha and respect, making my mother feel seen
and valued every time she walks through the door.

Through their programs, my motfier receives essential heafth checkups, podiatry care, and even yard cleaning services that
ensure fier ome remains a safe and manageable environment. The “senior awareness” programs provide clarity ou complex,
issues likg Medicare Realth options and advance directrves, ensuring our elders are protected and inforined.

Beyond the clinical, the MRHCA nourishes fer spirit. Whether it’s the physical activity of Tai Chi, the mental
stimulation of bingo, or the cuftural enriciment of walks and tours to fearn about natrve sights and values, she is staying
active and connected. From lomi lomi sessions and Raircuts to hofiday get-togethiers and performing arts, the MRHCA
ensures our seniors are truly thriving.

I also want to highlight the vital suppont for caregrvers. The MRMCA provides much-ueeded respite, giving families the
breathing room necessary to avoid burnout. More importantfy, they teach us the sRifls to makg this season of fife a
memorable and special time for our loved ones.

Mayor Bissen, the Molokat Rural Health Community Association is a cornerstone of our island’s well-being. I urge you
to continue supporting the resources that affow Kuulei aud fier team to serve our kppura. They are making a profound
difference in the lives of those who built the community we love today.

Mahalo for your time, your leadership, and your commitment to the people of Molokat.

Me ka 6i5°ihi,

Theresa Tamanalia
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April 5, 2026

Aloha!
To Whom it May Concern,

It is with heartfelt gratitude that | am writing this letter of appreciation for all the
services that the Moiokai Rural Health Community Association provides for the
kupuna of Molokai.

This kupuna program has assisted so many kupuna in gaining access to - limited,
much- needed, services here on our island.

I am truly thankful for all the lomilomi {massage) sessions and haircuis | was able
to receive through this program. | am also currently attending computer classes,
and | enjoy it because it challenges me to acquire and develop new computer
skills. The computer literacy gained so far has allowed me to keep up with the
evolving technologies of foday.

From improving my overall health and prioritizing self-care to learning new
computer skills, these activities have made a positive impact to my life and well-
being. Not to mention, the socialization opportunities make it so much more
enjoyable, with fellow kupuna of our community. It's pleasant to share and tell
of the many ways this program has provided aid to all of us here.

| appreciate Ku'ulel Arce and her staff for their time, dedication and heart to
help spirit. From coordinating with the respective peopie, the planning &
preparation, as well as providing the necessary tools/supplies needed — this
team and their hard work never go unnaticed. All the good this brings, along
with the great staff, this kupuna program truly is a blessing to all who seek
services. It is my hope that this program can remain funded for many years to
come.

Albert Ranis Jr
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April 1, 2026
To: Mayor Richard Bissen,
Aloha Mayor Bissen,

I'm writing to share with you how grateful | am for the Molokai Kupuna Program. It has
been such a blessing in my life during very difficult times. Due to 2 surgeries and a
stroke in 2025, | haven't been able to do much for myself. Having the services available
to me that this program offers enables me to maintain my home.

With all the activities that are offered, ex, Taichi, pickleball, water aerobics, flex fit, hula,
ceramics, lauhala, sewing, computer and more, the kupuna program keeps us involved
mentally, emotionally, socially, and physically. | can't stress enough how important this
program is to the kupuna of Molokai, where opportunities are limited.

| ask that you would prayerfully and thoughtfully continue funding this program that is so
needed on Molokai. The cost of living on Molokai is so high with gas prices at $7.09 per
galion, electric prices are some of the highest in the nation, and our food prices are
outrageous because of the monopoly Young Brothers has over Molokai. Many of our
families have to move to the mainland because they can no longer afford to live here.
Even though the services that the kupuna program offer seem sometimes small, It's
those things that make a huge difference that have to be sacrificed because there’s not
money left over at the end of the month.

| realize there are pressing needs for this year’s budget, but | hope you will find a way to
continue support for this much needed program.

Mahalo,

Jan Place
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April 6, 2026
Dear Mayor Richard Bissen,

My name is Leslie Dunbar and { am a kupuna on Molokai. Along with 900 other kupuna, we
would like to let you know that are very grateful for the funding that Maui County provides to
the Molokai Kupuna Program.

The Molcokai Kupuna Program has been a life line for many of our elders, offering some
essential services like Dr Pitt, yard cleaning and household help but also in providing
opportunities for many otherwise isolated folks to socialize, like card making, sewing, lauhala
weaving and to exercise and take care of their bodies like lomi and exercise classes.

As you know, Molokai does not offer very many options for the kinds of services the Kupuna
Program has made available to us. We thank you so much for the funding that you have
provided thus far and we sincerely hope that the funds can continue. It would mean so much
to so many Molokaians.

Mahalo nui,
Leslie Dunbar
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April 3, 28026
The Honorable Mayor Richard T. Bissen JIr.
Dear Mayor Bissen,

I am writing in support of the Molokai Kupuna Program. This initiative offers many
services that support health and the need for independence.

With a growing aging population and the lack of many health and social services,
this program meets a crucial need.

Health & Wellness programs provide haircuts, foot care, exercise, Lomolomi massage
and more, all things that can be difficult to get here.

I have personally used all of the services mentioned and felt enriched knowing such
caring people exist in my life.

Cultural Activities and Education programs are also offered. After each class, you
come away with a deep feeling of gratitude for the support.

Kuulei Arce and her staff are very professional but also warm and inviting and
always welcoming. They have done an amazing job and

work diligently to provide these services to the community. I hope you continue the
support of this essential program.

Respectfully,

Diane Pike

PO Box 169

Kualapuu, Wi. 96757
BG8 658-8154

Mslka
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To Mayor Bissen,

I'm writing on behalf of the Kupuna Program we have on our Island of Molokai. Although we
have only recently started participating in this program, we are atready very grateful for the
Fervice.and support being provided.

We especially appreciate the foot care service, help with yard cleaning, and the regular
check-in. These may seem like small things, but they make a big difference in our daily
lives and overall well-being. It brings comfort knowing that someone is looking out for us.

We are also thankful for the time and effort the staff put into researching and sharing
important information for us, including medical resources, Social Security, and other
services. These systems can be confusing, and having guidance is truly helpful.

Since we are new to the program, we have not yet had the chance to participate in the full
range of activities offered. However, we are looking forward to trying them in the futurs.

We appreciate all the hard work and care that goes into this program. It is atready making a
positive impact, and we believe it will continue to benefit many Kupuna in our community.

In our opinion, this program is important and worthy of continued support and funding.
Sincerely,

Pat & Cora Sanchez

Mhdokas
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Jane quls;ey-

3013 PovKapele Ave
Hoolonua, FIE 26729

woolzjane wgma.l.com
April 10,2026

Mayor Richard Bissen

Dear Mr. Mayor,

| am writing in support of the kupuna program on Molokai. This program has

involved many, many people, and has had a very positive impact. As a kupuna
myself, | have attended several Lomilomi sessions, received a few haircuts and
recently starled participating in the new water aerobics class which is fantastic.

| have also been very pieased with the service | received to assist me
navigating through the Medicare program from a certified Medicare insurance
agent that is provided through the Kupuna program as well.

From socialization opportunities to improving my physical health to keeping
my outward appearance acceptable, each of these activities has been a
positive influence on my life,

Some of my friends in the water aerobics class commented about how much
they appreciate being able to have a Lomilomi along with some house
cieaning or yard work hours through the program. Some also attend the
classes such as sewing or painting and the program provides the materials for
them. This is so helpful for Kupuna who survive on a fixed income,

Ku'ulei Arce and her slaff have done an outstanding job in providing these
services for our community. They are constantly working hard to learn and
meet the needs of our Molokai elders. In my opinion, this program is well
worth funding. The good it does is how they say “priceless™ in its worth to our
community.

Please continue funding this well-deserved program for Kupuna.
Mahalo nuij loa.

Sincerely,

M gka
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Mayor Richard Bissen
Wailuku, Hi
Aloha Mayor Bissen

As we all prepare and wait for the next Kona Low storm, we know there are many requests
for financial help arriving on your desk every day. Molokai was hit hard and the cleanup
continues. The devastation that occurred at the Kapaakea Cemetery is heartbreaking. The
bulldozers continue to drive by our house moving the huge mounds of mud. And so,
knowing that you are hearing from every community in Maui County, also with huge needs
and requests, we continue to ask that you include the Molokai Rural Health Community
Association in your budget.

Itis a wonderful program that has benefited the kupuna on Molokai in unbelievable

ways. Many of the programs bring "stay at home" kupuna out of their homes to attend
special events that Kuulei and her staff have created. The classes and learning

continues. Our generation has much to learn on the computer, and I've taken the class
many times and along with learning, | also encountered friends | haven’t seenin such a
long time. There is not a beauty shop on Molokai that will take any new clients, and having
the haircuts has been helpful to many. | live alone, and the yard service has been a huge
heip for me. | have enjoyed many of the programs and events, and | see onty happy faces
with gratitude and thankfulness at every event.

Molokal is a "family" island with family events being the most important events of their

year. Under Kuulei's guidance and her wonderful staff, the family luau takes on a whole
new feeling. The kupuna have been out of their house, challenged with new classes,
learning new information about Medicare and Social Security, having a renewed interest in
everything around them, and the spirit at the luau is uplifted for everyone. The Molokai
Rural Heatth Community Association, with all the events, classes, and health care, benefits
far beyond just the kupuna but all the way to their grandchildren who find them so excited
abpegutlife.and new adventures rather than having sat in their home day after day. This
program has lifted the spirits of all of Molokai for all the years they have honored the
kupuna.

And so, we say a grateful thank you for your care and funding these past years, and we ask
again for this year as the benefits of this incredible program are visible in every encounter
with our Molokai kupuna.

Many thanks and with much aloha,

Judy Mertens

Melgkar
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Subject: Support for Continued Funding — Molokai Rural Health Community Association

Dear Mayor Bissen
Aloha,

| write this letter from the heart, with deep gratitude and hope for the continued support of the Mclokai
Rural Health Community Association.

Here on Molokai we live a simple life. With a small population and limited resources, we depend on
programs like this not as luxuries, but as necessities. For our kupuna, this association is more than a
service-it is car, connection, and dignity.

Our elders are the backbone of this island. They are our storytellers, our teachers, and our foundation.
Through this program, they receive services that many of us might take for granted-relief from pain
through massage, essential foot care through podiatry, and opportunities to stay active and engaged
through aerobics, tai chi, and even creative outlets like drama classes.

These are not just activities. They are lifelines.

As | grow older and become a kupuna, | look forward to being able to utilize and benefit from these
services as well, just as many in our community do today.

Without continued funding, we risk losing something truly irreplaceable. We risk leaving our kupuna
without the support they deserve after a lifetime of giving to this community.

| humbly ask that you continue to support and fund the Molokai Rural Health Community Association for
another year. This investment goes far beyond dollars-it strengthens the health, spirit, and heart of
Molokai.

Mahalo for your time, your compassion, and your leadership.
With respect and appreciation

Eloise L. Duvauchelle

Milgkal
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April 4, 2026
Kaunakakai, Molokai, HI.
To the honorable Mayor Richard Bissen,

| am writing to express my gratitude for the most beneficial and significant program that | as a kupuna
{elders) of Molokai, have experienced. Thanks to the mayors who have thoughtfully provided funding, and
to Ku'ulei Arce and her devoted staff members for their continuous kokua in organizing all the services we
have benefited from!

The following services have proved invaluable to my health and well being in 30 many ways. | am sure |
speak for hundreds of others when | say this:

Diabetic footcare by Chisa has been a Godsend, for those of us with edema, diabetes, and other chronic
conditions. Dr. Pittis an invaluable resource for footcare as well.

Lomi Lomi massage therapy services have a three-month waitlist because so many of us rely on this
additional care to move freely. |n addition, computer classes are an absolute necessity, enabling elders
to navigate this technological age with constant computer updates.

Also culturally, the Laau lapa au programs provide an opportunity to learn about and keep our Hawaiian
heritage and traditional healing practices alive!

Furthermore, on a spiritual, social, artistic and emotional level, the hula, tai ¢hi, music and art programs
enrich our lives in countiess ways, providing an outlet for community and camaradie among all of us.

| ask for your generous consideration and contribution to the Kupuna Program, and | thank you in
advance. It is the most vital and appreciated program here on Molokai. Nothing compares to what it
provides. Please ensure that our Kupuna Program remains active, alive and wetll, so that we too may
remain in the best of health on all levels in the coming years.

Lastly, | will speak on behalf of hundreds of kupuna who may not be able to write to you at this time,
possibly because of their health challenges, and disabilities that may compromise their ability to write
anything at this time. Many of us live alone and some days it is all we can do to take care of ourselves and
attend whatever programs we can. That doesnt mean we don't appreciate deeply all the services and
kokua from you, and the Kupuna Program staff that makes it all possible.

Sincerely, Aloha Nui Loa Pumehana and Mahalo Nui Loa,

Maile Orme

Resident of Kaunakakai, Molokai, and kupuna program member

Md gkt .
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April 7, 2028

To: The Honorable Richard Bissen
Mayor of Maui County

Dear Mayor Bissen,

As a participant and beneficiary of the Kupuna program on Molokai, I'm writing to ask
you to support funding to continue this program in the next fiscal year.

As you may know, services, especially for kupuna, are very limited on Molokai. The
Kupuna program has been a lifeline for many to provide essential services and build
community where kupuna feel wanted and included.

As one recent example, after the kona storms, | received a phone call from staff at the
Kupuna program to check on my welfare and to see if | needed any assistance.
Fortunately, | was one of the lucky few who dodged the worst of the storms, but | know
many households that were utterly destroyed. | can imagine that for those kupuna so
adversely affected, the warm and caring phone call not only uplifted their spirits but also
connected them to much needed help.

| very much appreciate your past support of the Kupuna program and | trust that you will
make sure that this valuable service is not lost for us here on Molokai.

Should you have any questions or need more information, please feel free to contact
me.

Kind regards,

Gaellen Quinn
gaellenguinn@yahoo.com
(808)862-4001
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April 8, 2026
To Mayor Bissen:

| am writing in support of the kupuna program on Molokai. As a kupuna myself, | have had
several massages. | get a haircut, get help for cleaning my house and yard service.

As participants of this program, we have received help in navigating government systems
such as social security and Medicare. They can be very difficult to understand and deal
with.

Ku'ulei Arce and her staff have done an outstanding job in providing these services for our
community. They are constantly working hard to learn and meet the needs of our Molokai
elders. In my opinion, this program is well worth funding. The good it does spreads outin a
ripple effect, enriching our entire community.
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April 8, 2026

Mavor Richard T. Bissen Jr.

Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street

Kalana O Maui Building, 9th Floor
Wailuku, HI 96793

Aloha e Mayor Bissen,

On behalf of the Hawai'i State Rural Hesfth Azseciation {HSBHA), | am writing to express aur strong
support for continued funding of the Moloka‘i Kupuna Program.

HSRHA serves as the fiscal agent for this program and works closely with the Moloka'i Rurai Health
Community Association (MRHCA) and other partners to ensure effective implementation and
stewardship of funds. Since its faunch in 2021, the program has grown to serve hundreds of kiipuna on
tMoloka’i, providing essential services that support health, independence, and quality of life.

The Moloka'i Kupuna Program addresses critical gaps in a rural community facing geographic isolation,
limited healthcare access, and a growing aging population. Services such as basic care, home support,
and social engagement opportunities help kGpuna remain safely in their homes while staying connected
to their community.

The program also continues to strengthen partnerships and coordination across the island. in addition
to longstanding collaborations with county and community providers, we are encouraged by the recent
engagement of the American Heart Association as a new partner, further expanding resources and
support available to Moloka‘V's kiipuna.

Continued County funding is essential to sustain these services and the trusted network that has been
built. The Moloka‘i Kupuna Program is a proven, community-driven effort that is making a meaningful
difference in the lives of kitpuna and their caregivers.

Mahalo for yaur continued leadership and commitment to the well-being of Moloka'i residents.

Mahalo nui loa,

(.~ i

V,}J@(, y
/.fés.u'm-ner Mochida-Meek
¢ Executive Director

summer@hsrha.org maleka
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April 8, 2026

Mayor Richard T. Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street
Kalana O Maui Bldg 9" F1.
Wailuku, HI 96793

Aloha Mr. Mayor Bissen:

1 am writing in support of the Molokai Kupuna Program on Molokai, run by the Molokai Rural Heath
Community Association (MRHCA). My name is Debbie Benjamin and I am on the board for the
MRHCA and also the head for our ALU LIKE Inc. — Ke Ola Pono No Na Kupuna (KOPP) for our native
Hawaiian kupuna program here on Molokai.

When Molokai Kupuna Program started back in July of 2021, T had a part of calling our native Hawaiian
participants who were part of our ALU LIKE Inc. - KOPP program to see if our participants were
interested in having haircuts, seeing a podiatrist, and simple yard work. Many were happy to give their
names and numbers and were signed up with the Molokai Kupuna Program.

Because this included not only native Hawaiians but non-Hawaiians as well, the Molokai Kupuna
Program participants increased, and now there are about 900 plus participants today. The program that
was suppose to be only for six months has been in place about five years now. The program grew with
many other services provided e.g. ceramics, painting, learning basic computer, sewing, Medicare and
Social Security assistance; and much more.

I am not directly using the services yet because I am working. However, I believe partnering and
collaborating with other senior programs can bring much needed services for our elderly and caregivers in
our community. For example, I make it a point to invite our partners and other programs such as,
Molokai Kupuna Program, Kaunoa Senior Services, Office on Aging, Home Pumehana and community
to come to our program sife at the Molokai Community Heaith Center whenever we have workshops or
presentations that will benefit our elderly or caregivers e.g. Brain Health, Advance Health Directive,
Hospice, and so forth.

For us here on Molokai I feel having the Molokai Kupuna Program, Kaunoa Senior Services, other
kupuna services, as well as our program are so needed and beneficial for the good health and living of our
elderly. Because we all will grow old and services for heaith, nutrition, socialization, and the well-being
of the elderly to live a healthy and long life is so important to everyone in this community.

So, | want to stress how important Molokai Kupuna Program has been for the elderly community as its
services benefits the elderly Hawaiians and non-Hawaiians. This is a productive contribution by the
Molokai Kupuna Program.

Sincerely and Mahalo,

Debbie Benjamin
Program Specialist

ALU LIKE Inc. - KOPP
{808) 658-1814

ko)
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Aprit 9,2026

Alcha Mayor Bissen

| am writing to you on behalf of the Molokai Rural Health Association-Kupuna Program. |
have been so lucky to receive and use services that are very beneficial to my health and
wellbeing. These services and programs that | use are Haircuts, Podiatry, Medicare
Consultations, Foot care, and Lomilomi Sessions. These services are helpfulto meto
maintain my wellness.

Socialization is very important to our mental state of mind as well, so when | come to these
appointments, | get to talk stories and meet new people as weil.

| ask you Mayor Bissen for your support to please help fund this Kupuna Program. ltis a
very viable part of our community.

Mahato Mayor Bissen for your time,

Mahalo Nui,

Sandra English

Ko
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Aprit 8, 2026
Richard T Bissen Jr., Mayor
Aloha Mayor Bissen,

As frequent recipients of services provided by the Molokai Rural Health
Community Association we are pleased to have this apportunity to express our
gratitude.

For many of us, this program is a Godsend. Without MRHCA, many of the
services they provide are not available on Molokai. We have no resident foot
care specialist which is a must for many Kupuna. We are also grateful for the
haircut service of which there are no other options on island. Due to financial
constraints, many of our residents would forgo reguiar massages that we,
personally, have found to alleviate back issues and other aches and pains.
Additionally, we hove found the yard care service to be invaluable. As we age,
what was once quick and easy is now nearly impossible to attain on our own.
This service is not only esthetically weicome but is a fire prevention necessity.
The plethora of services, many more than mentioned here, give the Kupuna
ample opportunity to maintain the heaith of body, mind, and spirit.

We have always believed that communities should play a role in the care of
their Kupuna. As we age, this belief becomes more relevant. Rather than just
provide medical care, the MRHCA provides a means of prevention ensuring o
quality of life that may otherwise be unattainable.

Ku'ulei and the staff of MRHCA go above and beyond to serve the
community with compassion, understanding and professionalism. As Kupuna,
it is reassuring to know that they are there if and when we need them.

We humbly ask that you do all you can to ensure this invaluable program is
continually funded for the health and well being of our Kupuna and the
community.

With sincere appreciation,

Waiter and Kathleen Mendes

mask
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Aloha Honorable Mayor Bissen

| am writing this letter of appreciation on behalf of myself and my husband. We are 50
blessed to have this program available to us and many of our Molokai kbpuna. Though we
don't take advantage of all the different opportunities we look forward to our lomilomi as
we are very active and need this. We also are a part of the La'au Lapa'au classes and we
even joined in on the 40 day alkaline diet reset, cleanse. | occasionally see Dr Pitt, and he
has helped me with some foot issues. Here on Molokai, we have very limited services and
just know that this program means a lot to us. Mahalo for continued support.

Ke aloha pu

Shane and Stefani Bush

Mylskar
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Schalene Darr
PO Box 1863
Kaunakakai, HI 96748

April 8, 2026

Kupuna Program

To Whom it May Concern

| am writing you to please support the kupuna program on Molokai. It is a program that
provides activities, community for our aging citizens, and purpose as community members.
Without this program, kupuna will be not engaged and active. Half of the battle is getting them
out into the community with classes that are of interest to them.

My knowiedge of the kupuna program stem from watching the kupuna being active in
pickleball, and water aerobics. Within the pickleball activities, | have personally seen growth in
physical and mental growth. Those that started as newbies are now confident and active in the
sport.

In the water aerobics class, of which | am the instructor, the group is feeling stronger both
physically and emotionally. it gives them a sense of independence and confidence that they
are capable of getting out and having balance, strength and a sense of community with myself
and others in the class. They feel successfult

Providing kupunas with activities to get out and being social is important as we age to have
ownership in our growth as humans. Connectedness provides a positive sense of self worth
and importance to our community. They have given to the community as they have aged and it
is time to give back opportunities to them to know that they are valued. The program gives a
diverse set of opportunities for each to choose ciasses that they find intriguing and sometimes
challenging, which is an important part of keeping the mind sharp and stimulated. Learning is a
life long journey and the kupuna program aliows our kupuna to continue to grow as they age.

Please consider how positive of a program this is for not only the kupuna, but for our entire
community!

Sincerely ﬁ\
' CSonng

Schalene Darr

Molokeut
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Honorable Mayor, | am writing to express my gratitude for the exceptional
services provided to the seniors on the island of Molokai through the Molokai
Rural Health Community Association. As a senior resident, | have personally
benefited from these services such as massage therapy, foot care exams, hair
cuts, medicare consultation, computer training to mention a few, which has
significantly improved my well being and quality of life as well as for other
seniofs in our community. These programs have been a vital lifeline,
promoting health, independence, and connection for Molokai seniors. On
behalf of myself and fellow senior residents, | respectfully request that the
county continue its essential support for this program to ensure these
benefits reach future generations of seniors. Thank you for your leadership
and commitment to our community. | look forward to the continued support
and positive impact of these services.

Sincerely,

Molokai kupuna






Emily D. Pierro
edp99@icloud.com

April 9, 2026
Aloha Dear Mayor Bissen,

Greetings from our Molokai Rural Health Community Association where 1 am a longstanding
member and have greatly benefitted from this program since its founding. I am so thankful to
Kuulei and staff for all the services they provide us with love, sensitivity, compassion.and
professionalism. And I want to also express my gratitude Mayor Bissen for your support of our
Kapuna program funding each year. I respectfully ask that you prioritize funding with your
continued support and include MRHCA in the 2027-2028 Budget.

Piease support our kapuna....so many of us depend on these services. Kuulei and staff
continually reach out, listen and make sure all of us are treated with dignity and respect. They go
beyond their means to provide the necessary care.

The whole community is far better off due to this program, knowing kapuna receive help right
here on our island. It is the only place on island we can go to for personal support and attentton
for our many needs. It provides us with a sense of belonging, connections through social
interactions, wellness activities, workshops, medical /SS/Medicare assistance & resource
information and much much more. As a kapuna myself, I personally participate in several
ongoing programs, and would have no replacement options, especially with the Podiatrist, if the
pregram did not continue. Please, again I ask, fund and support our MRHCA Program. We are so
appreciative.

Thank ycu so much for your attention to this important matter.

Kind regards,
Emily Pierro

Malo
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April 8,2026

Dear Mayor Bissen,

| want to express my heartfelt gratitude for your unwavering support of the Molokai Rural Health
Kupuna Program over the past few years. The services provided have been immensely
beneficial to my husband and |, and | would like to share my experiences with you.

The Eye Place, haircuts, lomi lomi massages, podiatry visits, stretch classes, and drive-thru
dinners with gift certificates, along with the Advance Directives clinic, are amongst the many
services that have significantly contributed to the wellbeing of seniors on Molokai, inciuding
myself. As hair salons are non-existent on Molokai, having access to haircuts here is a
tremendous advantage, sparing us the expensive frips off-island. Stop and think about it if you
had to go off island just to get a haircut. Not easy or affordable! The tomi lomi massage is
indispensabie in managing my chronic back pain, thereby allowing me to maintain
independence. The stretch class keeps my muscles and joints agile, preventing unnecessary
discomfort. Moreover, when there was a drive-thru dinner, it provided a delightful respite from
the daily cooking and cleaning, while the gift certificates were instrumental in extending our
grocery budget (it would be nice to see that return since our groceries and gas are much higher
on Molokai than it is on Maui).

The Advance Directives clinic we took in the past has empowered my husband and | to make
crucial decisions about our future with confidence. The dedicated staff running the program do a
remarkable job delivering these services. Undoubtedly, everyone involved observes a positive
impact on the quality of life for Molokai's seniors.

The Molokai Rural Health Kupuna Programs has been an invaluable resource for our
underserved island community, and we sincerely hope you will continue to support it going
forward. With the recent impact of the flooding here, we need it more than ever. Without these
services, our quality of life has been greatly impacted in a negative way because we do not
have these services otherwise. For the seniors that live on the island of Maui, they have access
to all of these services whereas, we do not. Piease continue to support the Molokai Ohana by
funding the Molokai Rural Health Kupuna Programs. Please consider expanding it too because
we do need it more than ever!

Warm regards,
Paula Scott
pmondoy@gmail.com

hplokas
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£<J Maria Watanabe to Kupuna Program
Support Letters Needed

Maria Watanabe:

Dear Mayor

We sincerely hope you will continue to support the Kapuni
programme here on Molokai. As a Kupuna, the program
helps fulfili my everyday needs for support and well-being.
it is a great help to all of us here on Moiokai and the staff
do a wonderful

PLEASE SUPPORT THE PROGRAMME

Sincaraly

Maria Watansba

M
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April 9, 2026

The Honorable Richard T. Bissen, Jr
Mayor of Maui County

200 S. High Street

Kalana O Maui Bldg, 9* Floor
Wailukuy, HI. 96793

Dear Mayor Bissen, Aloha!

My name is Pualani S. Akaka, kupuna resident of Molokai, born in
Kahului 1948. [ am writing to commend to you the Kupuna Services Program
that Molokai Rural Health Community Association is administering, and | am
asking respectfully to please restore this program to the 2027 budget.

I am a grateful recipient of the Kupuna Services. During this fiscal year,
I received lomilomi services due to my diagnosis of both arthritis and
scoliosis. 1 received fresh produce, and yard service that is so, so appreciated.
The care and support are given with skill, kindness and dignity.

Thank you, Mayor Bissen, Maui County Council and all who have helped
to maintain these vital services. Ku'ulei Arce and her team are skilled,
respectful, and tenacious in ensuring our program is carried out as intended.
They call us, know us by name, and implement what they know is most
needed, most fairly. These services allow me to do the best [ can tobe a
helpful part of our Molokai community.

I am truly grateful and hope this unique care is able to continue for the
kupuna on Molokai. Please, please restore this much needed program when
so much is being taken away from vulnerable folks and costs are rising
beyond human understanding.

Me ka ha'aha’a,

Pualani Akaka

(808) 567-6510

PO Box 31

Kualapu'u, Molokai 96757

Mylotat
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Dear Honorable Mr. Mayor Bissen,

We want to thank you so much for funding the Kupuna program on Molokai. it is a great
success that we have been able to utilize many times in the last few years.

Dr. Pitt is a Godsend, taking good care of our ageing feet and referring some of us when
necessary to the Nail Bar for more professional care.

Your help with the eye doctor is a big deal that also helps us pay our bills, thank you!

We have taken the computer class as well. It is very informative for us otder folks that were
not brought up with these devices and still have a lot to learn about them, once again thank
you so much!

Lomilomi Is very beneficial in these troubled and trying times, it helps to relieve our pain
and discomfort in our muscles and bones and the stress associated with ageing. Once
again thank you!

The help with Social Security and Medicare is priceless. Once again thank you !
Stretching exercises are very helpful for staying fit and limber as well.

Finally, we are blessed with the leadership and professionalism of Kuulei Arce and staff,
The spotlessty ctean and comfortable facitity makes it very nice to be there as well.

We are hoping you can continue to suppott our community by supporting our kupuna with
new funding for the future.

Mahalo nui loa,

Scot & Joy Schafer

gk
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Dee Ann Dudoit-Doo
290 Kaiwi Street
Kaunakakai, Hawaii 96748

April 9, 2026

Dear Mayor Bissen and the Council Members,

My Name is Dee Ann Dudoit-Doo, And I'm a caregiver for my
mother Marian Doo. I'd like to take this time to express my sincere
gratitude and appreciation for funding The Molokai Rural Health
Kupuna Program. This funding has provided many services for my
Kupuna mother to receive and enjoy.

For example: my mother has ingrown toenails and has been able
to be seen by Dr. Pitt (The Podiatrist) several times to have her very
bad ingrown toenails cut, trimmed, and cleaned, thus having her feet
feel great while walking, instead of having agonizing pain from the nail
pinching her toes.

She ailso got to be seen by the lomi lomi mistress, and have her
body stretched and massaged to where she fell asleep. Feeling like a
brand new person leaving the office.

There are many, many more valuable services they offer for her
yet to receive and enjoy.

So with that being said, | would like to please ask for your
generous funding to continue throughout the next following years, so
that our Kupuna program may continue. Kuulei Arce and her team does
a fantastic job at providing services for our Kupuna in our community to
receive and enjoy.

Me Ke Aloha Pumahana,
Dee Ann Dudoit-Doo
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Honorable Mayor Bissen

County of Maui

Dear Mayor,

These are truly the times that try man’s souls with the aftermath of Lahaina Fire and the Flood
Storms that surpass the millions, if not billions, of dollars which will dip into the budget with
which we are faced,

However, as | reflect, I'm eternally grateful for the Kupuna services provided here on Moiokai.
I've learned to be content with the socialization, education and health/wellness programs
afforded us, Kupuna, here on ‘Aina Momona.

Therefore, at this critical time, | request that every “dollar” matters and helps for our Kupuna
program to continue and thrive.

Too, the staff has been diligently serving us, Kupuna, to the best of their ability to assist the
Kupuna for which I’'m grateful.

Your consideration regarding funding is greatly appreciated for our welfare, 2027.

Mahalo nui loa,

akahapaloa ,/(dm
#,

y
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Aloha Mayor Bissen,

| would like to take this opportunity to Thank You and the County of Maui for such great service
that you folks have help provide and kindly ask that you folks continue to provide for our
Kupuna Program and as well as our Molokai Community.

The Kupuna program here on Molokai provides such great services. We are very grateful and
appreciative of this great program. it gives our homebound Kupunas an opportunity to come
out of their corfort zone to attend Massage,Podiatry Services, Hair cuts etc. and just being
out of their homes to meet old and new friends, and keep them active and healthy through
exercises, music, arts, and many other great opportunities.

| Kindly ask that The County of Maui continue to support and fund our Kupuna Program

Mahalo,

Frank i Kaahanui JR.

ccevenar M RE! weenwa on 4/13/2
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Aloha e Mayor Bissen and Council Members,
Mahalo for all the work and services provided to us kupuna on Moloka'i.

The program provides needed services to us as elderly Moloka'i residents with needs that is
not available to us otherwise. Foot care for type2 Diabetes, eye care, fresh food bags and
other services to homebound recipients with access to further health care. Services are
difficult to access as we are limited to resources offered to Moloka'i.

Please consider us Kupuna in our golden years by continuing the services to us through the
Moloka'i Rural Health Community Program. It's our kahua ola pono!

Mahalo,

'Opu'ulani Albino

maska
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Aloha Mayor Bissen and Council Members, April 10, 2026

I am writing in support of the Molokai Rural Health Association Kupuna Program.

This valuable program has been so helpful to the Kupuna on our beautiful Island. The
services they provide are so important not only to our physical heatth but our mental health
aswell.

l especially find the monthly Lomi-Lomi beneficial. | suffer from a shoulder injury, and the
Lomi-Lomi always helps alleviate the pain and gives me much improved mobility and range
of motion.

| can’t complete this letter without mentioning the staff. Absolutely incredible!! They are so
sincere, kind and helpful. They often check in with my wife and | to make sure we are doing
well. They make you feel welcome and comfortable the minute you arrive for your appt. |
humbly request that you provide continued funding for this valuable program.

Mahalo, Dan Reed
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April 13, 2026

To: Maui County Councilmembers

Subject: FY 2027 Budget - Molokai Rural Health Community Association
{MRHCA) Kupuna Program

Aloha,

MRHCA Kupuna Program is crucial to continue serving our elderly population on
Molokai.

Please support the inclusion of MRHCA Kupuna Program to Maui County’s FY 2027
budget. We recognize the value of the Kupuna Program because of its help to seniors
remain independent while receiving proper care. Your support of funding resources
helps protect the dignity, health and quality of life of na kupuna {(elders) of Molokai while
strengthening our rural landscape. Ensuring kupuna (elderly) care resources are
available is not only compassionate — it is necessary for the well-being and safety of
some of the most vulnerable members of our island.

The Kupuna Program makes a powerful impact on emotional, mental, and social weli-
being by helping kupuna (elderly) feel supported, connected and valued in their home
island.

Mahalo for your support to the above-mentioned subject matter.

Mahalo,
Stacy Helm Crivello

|
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April 9, 2026

To: Mayor Richard Bissen
Maui County Mayor

Subject: Letter of Support for Kupuna Program

I am writing this letter on behalf of my dad, the late Juan Trinidad, and my
mother, Salvacion Trinidad, of Kalohi Street, Kaunakakai. My dad passed away in
2024 at the age of 96. My mom is 91 and still lives independently in her home.
Molokai does not have a senior living facility, nor does it have an abundant
resource of community based care homes. In fact, | would say there are almost
none to limited resources for our kupuna.

That is why the Kupuna Program is a GEM in plain sight, and is worthy of
continued funding from Maui County. We know, even in these difficult times, if
there is one thing that Maui County should continue to fund is the Kupuna Care
program. Both of my parents used the services of the Kupuna program--yard
service, foot care, massages, advocacy, and simple services that make waning
years of our elderly easier to navigate. The Kupuna Program is an oasis of services
and coordination for Kupuna. Both of my parents have benefited from this
program. | humbly ask that you continue to fund the Kupuna program for the
most vulnerable citizens in our community.

Mahalo for your time

Lydia Trinidad

Resident
Kaunakakai
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April 9, 2026

To Whom It May Concern:
Hopefully the Kupuna Program will continue to be funded in years to come. Why?

« As an 82 yr. old, the program has provided many opportunities for me to participate in
activities like pickleball, sewing, BINGO, massages over the last few years.

e Having a good haircut can make me feel better about the way | look as an older person
and builds confidence to interact with others.

» Panrt of staying mentally and physically healthy is to keep moving and continue to learn
new things to stimulate and continue to form new brain cells.

» Providing these programs allows us to interact with others and the socialization is so
healthy; otherwise it's easy to be at home alone with one’s thoughts and lonely.

« Knowing that others are depending on our attendance helps to get motivation to keep
moving and participate,

e The program helps to provide quality of life for an older kupuna person. So many live on
a fixed income and with the cost of everything, its not possible to participate in the
extra activities if they had to pay the full amount.

Kuulei and her staff are so kind, caring, thoughtful and so very helpful. Molokai has a
community who cares about their kupuna. Activities and/or services for senior citizens are
none to limited.

With gratitude,
Barbara L. Helm
P.O. Box S6
Ho'olehua, HI 96729
808-336-0261
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April 9, 2026

Mayor Richard Bissen Jr.
Molokai 2027-2028 Budget Hearing

Re: Molokai Rural Health Community Association - MRHCA
Aloha Mayor Bissen,

First and foremost, | strongly support the County of Maui including Molokai Rural Health
Community Association, commonly referred to here on Molokai as the Kupuna Program,
in the 2027-2028 County budget. Unfortunately, at this time there has been no funding
allocated.

| recently turned 70 years young. Wow, time flies! When preparing for retirement |
could not imagine how different life would become. Not just my own physical and
financial needs, but also changes in our community, the weather, and the impacts of our
country's involvement in worldwide issues. To be frank, no amount of planning covers
the increased costs and reduction to services that our community is experiencing.

The kupuna program listens. They respond. And the program is the only place on
Molokai that has been a resource center for senior citizens. Maui County Office of Aging
provides very specific services and does not have the flexibility to do what the Kupuna
program is capable of doing. | suggest the County look to include MRHCA as a
contracted provider. Give this group the credit they deserve to continue providing
seniors much needed assistance to navigate this turbulent times and the aging
population.

Mahaloe for your time and consideration of this request.
Safe travels,

Debra Mapel

10331 Kamehameha V Hwy

Kaunakakai, Hl 96748
808.658.0885
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April 9, 2026
Mayor Bissen and Council Members,

Thank you for cur Kupuna Program on the island of Molokai. We are grateful for the many services that
the County of Maui has provided for us. We are grateful for all that you do.

Woe have benefited from the massage services as it has improved my balance and well being. We're sure
many others have benefited from this and other services. We are looking into using other health
benefits such as the eye clinic subsidy. We look forward to using the many other services that this
program offers. Looking forward to the water aerobics.

As you are well aware of the limited emergency medical facilities that Molokai has, it is imperative that
we keep as healthy as possible. The cost of traveling to the outer island for medical service is extremely
high. We would like to see some assistance in reducing the costs of traveling. Any help would be
appreciated.

Thank you for the service and funding for the past years, we hope that you will extend these services.
We are also very thankful to Kuulei Arce, the Program Coordinator and her staff.,

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan & Teresa Fukuda

Ryan and Teresa Fukuda
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Aloha Mayor Bissen and Council Members, April 10, 2026

Thank you so much for your support of the kupuna program! It has become more important
to me as time goes by. | was so touched after our last storm with terrible road flooding that
someone from the program called to see how | was doing and if | needed anything. What a
wonderful feeling after being unable to leave home for several days. To know that someone
cares!

| enjoy several of the services such as a-free haircut every couple of months. There is
nowhere else currently to get a haircut. Also to have an occassional massage. That helps
me to keep moving and eliminate the pain that comes with aging. There are several
programs that are social which are so important for older people. It’s easy to become
isolated and withdrawn. These programs get us into the community and provide an
opportunity to spend time with other people.

| humbly ask that you consider funding this program that is so important to so many.

Ellen Reed
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Atoha Mr Mayor Bissen and Councilmembers,

Aloha,

| am writing this letter in strong support of the Molokai Rural Health Community
Association {MRHCA) Kupuna Program.

After retiring from 47 years of employment, my husband—a Military Veteran-—and |
returned home to Molokai in September 2025 to begin our retirement. Since then, we have
had the opportunity to participate in the Kupuna Program and experience firsthand the
many services and activities it provides for both us and the greater community.

As lifelong residents and members of the Molokai High School Class of 1974, many of our
classmates encouraged us to sign up when we returned home. They spoke highly of the
program, sharing how the classes and services have enriched their lives during their
retirement years.

Without hesitation, we signed up—and within a week, we received a call welcoming us as
active members. We were both excited and curious to get started.

Since joining in September 2025, we have witnessed firsthand how meaningful and
impactfut this program is. It has given our kupuna something to ook forward to—
opportunities to stay active, connected, and engaged. For many of us, this is a time we
have long waited for—to finally enjoy the fruits of our labor and the simple luxuries of
retirement—and this program helps make that possible.

With great pride, | humbly ask that you continue funding for this amazing program.
Mahalo nui,

Joy and Johin Posha
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Aloha Mayor Bissen and Members of the Maui County Council,
Thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts.

As recent storms have demonstrated, communities will come together, to
provide support for each other in emergencies. We also need strong
communities, to address the problems facing us, long term.

We need to support community building, to keep its members connected, to keep
them healthy, to keep them resilient.

A few years ago, in 2023, the Surgeon General issued an advisory on our
Epidemic of Loneliness and Isolation. This report includes the following
paragraph,

"Loneliness is far more than just a bad feeling—it harms both individual
and societal health. It is associated with a greater risk of cardiovascular
disease, dementia, stroke, depression, anxiety, and premature death. The
mortality impact of being socially disconnected is similar to that caused by
smoking up to 15 cigarettes a day, and even greater than that associated
with obesity and physical inactivity. And the harmful consequences of a
society that lacks social connection can be felt in our schools, workplaces,
and civic organizations, where performance, productivity, and engagement
are diminished.”

The Melokai Rural Health Community Association helps to combat loneliness,
by strengthening the social connections in our community, especially for our

kupuna.

Leading a group of kupuna in tai chi, | have seen how it has heilped with
improving balance, strength and flexibility, and with social connections as weill.

We realize that Maui County has a lot of needs to fill and that resources are

limited. But we believe that supporting community building will have positive long
term consequences, improving the heaith of the community and its ability face

future challenges.

We woulid like to request financial support for our Association to continue our
community building activities.

Sincerely,

Allen Ashitomi, Kaunakakai, Molokai
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Dear Mr. Mayor, April 10, 2026

This is a support letter for the 2027 Budget 1o include the Molokai Rural Health Community
Assoc and their widespread services for our Kupuna. Molokai needs your attention and
financial funding for our well-being.

The MRCHA Kupuna Program is an essential link to services that are truly survival
tools. The different programs encompass a wide range of information for stayingin a
proactive position to maintain individual independence, confidence and necessary
networking for our small community to do its best to foster our different needs with a
central access point.

Kuulei and her professional staff have amassed diverse programs which are inclusive of our
older population’s needs. | personally have benefited from the lomi practitioners, painting
classes, kupuna food boxes and assorted newsletters of many other services that | have
not yet utilized. Please help us!

Aloha,

Carol Klein
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Rubin V Sambajon
P.O. Box 349
Kaunakakai, HI 96748
4-9-2026
Dear Honorable Mayor Bissen and Council Members,

| am writing this letter to thank you for your support of the Kupuna program
here in Molokai. The computer class that | always look forward to attending is
very helpful to me. The teacher is very patient with us Kupuna and is well
versed in the Chromes OS5, Windows OS, Apple |10S and Android operating
systems. Using a computer can be very stressful and discouraging if you're a
kupuna living alone. Fortunately, | have my wife. For the lone kupuna, for this
reason alone, a computer class is needed.

| also appreciate the massage that we receive when available. At age 70 after
mowing my tawn and weed whacking | have stiff neck and shoulder pain and a
real bad lower back pain. It’s hard getting in bed and sleeping and hard getting
out of bed the next morning after doing my yard chores. The massage helps
relieve my physical and mental tensions and body pain.

The twice a week Tai Chi classes do wonders for me. It helps me with pain
relief of my back and joints, keeping my balance in addition to the mental
exercise of remembering the movement and forms.

Please continue to support our Motokai Kupuna program. We do need it.

Thank you again for all that you have been doing for us and for what you will be
doing for us in the future.

Sincerely,

%VW

Rubin V. Sambajon

Yi3/24
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Cameron Hiro, PO Box 414, Heolehua, HI 96729
808-658-0433/molokaikahu@gmail.com
04/10/26

Maui County Budget Committee

Dear Members of the Maui County Budget Committee,

| am writing to express my unwavering support for the Motokai Rural Health Community Asscciation's
Kupuna Program. As a lifelong resident of Molokai and a proud fourth-generation homesteader in
Hoolehua, 1 understand the importance of caring for our Kupuna, our betoved seniors who embody the

wisdom and spirit of our culture.

The Kupuna Program has provided invatuable services that directly benefit our senior community.
Personatly, my 85-year-otd mother has received essential assistance, inciuding yard care and foot care,
which have made a significant difference in her quality of life. Beyond these services, the Kupuna
Program offers a wide renge of activities that foster sociat engagement and well-being, including basic
computer training, haircuts, crafts, lomilomi, and painting, all available at little or no cost. These
offerings not ontly support physicel heatth but also nourish the spirit of our seniors, helping them to stay
active and connected.

As we approach the evaluation of funding pricrities, | urge you to recognize the essential nature of this
program. Caring for our Kupuna is not just a service; itis a cuitural obligation that reflects our values as a
community. Budgeting for the Kupuna Program is not negotiable; it is 8 commitment we must uphold. Our
Kupuna have given $0 much to us, and it is our responsibility to ensure their well-being and dignity in their

golden years,

I am Cameron Hiro, an operations manager at Hawaii Kai Salts, a poultry farm owner at Kamakani Farms
{who have donated eggs to this program too), and the pastoer of Heart of Aloha Church. | am also married
to Jacqueline Hiro, a dedicated reiationship banker at Bank of Hawaii for over 20 years. We both believe
deeply in the importance of supporting our Keiki end Kupuna, and | stand firmly in my conviction that the
Kupune Program deserves continued funding.

Mahato for considering this critical progrem in your budget deliberations. | hope you will take our
Kupuna's needs to heart and ensure that the Molokai Rural Health Community Association’s Kupuna
Program remains funded and accessible for our seniors.

Mahalo, 5

Cameron Hiro

\
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Aloha Mayor Bisson,

| am writing this letter to express my sincere gratitude to you and the County of Maui for the
excellent services we have received through the Molokai Kupuna Program,

The Administrator and the wonderful staff of the Molokai Kupuna Services have been
innovative in providing the needs of so many seniors.

| want to name just a few of the services that | have benefited from although ! have used
several others,

I am an 84 year old widow and the program has been a God-send in my life. | live alone on my
Hawaiian Homestead. | am so gratefut to be able to make living alone manageable partly
because of the yard service and housekeeping services made available to me. | need help with
these difficuit chores and they are not readily available.

The ongoing Covid epidemic gave birth to providing haircuts so badly needed. ( 2-3 hair
dressers had to close their shop because of personal injuries} Having a haircut did so much for
my well-being and | heard this echoed many times over by others. Having hair 4-5 inches
longer than you are used too can very depressing.

I have asthma and was able to use a Hawaiian remedy thanks to other seniors who went to
La’au classes and shared their knowledge and product. | am now very comfortable and virtually
free of my respiratory difficulties. An ample supply was given to me and | have been able to
share it with others!

At my age, | took the Computer classes! We are pretty much forced to go online these days.
Chrome notebooks were provided at a discounted price if we didn’t already have one.
Normally, | would have felt intimidated...not so; | was with my peers! The instructor was
excellent. It was challenging but we learned o use the computer in so many innovated ways
and beneficial ways! Dementia.....not for a while.

Finally, it’s important that t mention the many opportunities the program provided for social
interaction. | had so much fun and got to visit my many friends. We shared our happiness and
health challenges. We, on Molokai “go without” many times but with this wonderful Molokai

Kupuna Program many of us would share weekily about living our senior life...looking forward
To the next event....looking forward to the next day!

Molokai Kupuna Program hana houl

My heartfelt mahalo,

Patricia Leinaala Tancayo
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Lawrence K. Lasua 4/8/26
P.O. Box 544
Kaunakakai, H1 96748

Re: Letter to Mayor Richard Bissen
Dear Mayor Richardd Bissen,

Thank you for supporting our Kupuna Program that have benefited our seniors on the island
of Molokai.

I’'m a seventy-five year old senior that uses the kupuna program on Molokai Since it began,

| have been taking advantage of the Lomilomi services as well as twice a week attending
the Tai Chi exercises and both of these services have been very helpful for me.

| humbly ask you to continue your support for the many senior citizens living on the Friendly
Isiand.

Respectfully submitted,

WM

Lawrence K. Lasua
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JOHN WORDIN

P.O. Box 121
Kualapuu, Hi 96757
406-235-0947
wordinjj@amail.com
10 April 2026

Mayor Richard Bissen
County of Maui
Wailukui, Hl 96793

Dear Mayor,

My wife died in 2023, and as a result, my income was cut in half, and, as a
retiree, I'm on a fixed income. | had to cut expenses. Having access to Molokai
Rural Health Community Association helped greatly to have services available at
no charge, it was welcome. From time to time, | have received a free meal, and
regularly scheduie a haircut. | have also taken advantage of the services of Dr.
Pitt.

The is a very worthwhile set of programs that benefit a large number of seniors
here on the island of Molokai. | highly recommend that the county of Maui
continue the program.

Sincerely,

John Wordin

)
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Mayor Richard T. Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street

Kalana O Maui Bldg Ninth Floor
Wailuku HI 96793

Dear Mr. Mayor Bissen,

This letter is in support of the Molokai Kupuna Program on Molokai, under the Rural
Heath Program.

The Kupuna program started in July 2021, has increased te 900 plus participants.

Having this Kupuna program is beneficial for the elderly: socially, mentally, and
nutritionally..

Our island does not have many resources or even duplication of resources for our
seniors, So this program is essential for the very well being
of our Kupunas.

Please consider keeping us in your budget.
Aloha,
Lori Kalilikane

PO Box 622
Kunakakai, HI 96748
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April 10, 2026

Mayor Richard T, Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street

Kalana O Maui Bldg Ninth Floor
Wailuku HI 96793

Dear Mr. Mayor Bissen,

This letter is in support of the Molokai Kupuna Program on Molokai, under the Rural
Heath Program.

The Kupuna program started in July 2021, has increased to 900 plus participants.

Havirg this Kupuna program is beneficial for the elderly: socially, mentally, and
sistritionally.

Our island does not have many resources or even duplication of resources for our
seniors. So this program is essential for the very well being
of our Kupunas.

Please consider keeping us in your budget.

Aloha, W
Angelita Naeh

PO Box 242
Kunakakai, HI 96748

ndekar
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Cameron Hiro, PO Box 414, Hoolshua, HI 96729
808-658-0433/molokaikahu@gmail.com
04/10/26

Maui County Budget Committee

Dear Members of the Maui County Budget Committee,

} am writing to express my unwavering support for the Molokai Rural Health Community Association's
Kupuna Program. As a lifelong resident of Molokai and a proud fourth-generation homesteader in
Hoolehua, | understand the importance of caring for our Kupuna, our beloved seniors who embody the
wisdom and spirit of our cultura.

The Kupuna Program has provided invaluable services that directly banefit our senior community.
Personally, my 85-year-old mother has raceived essential assistance, including yard care and foot care,
which have made a significant difference in her quality of life. Beyond these services, the Kupuna
Program offers a wide range of activities that foster social engagement and well-being, including basic
computer training, haircuts, crafts, tomilomi, and painting, all avaitable at little or no cost, These
offerings not only support physical health but also nourish the spirit of our seniors, helping them to stay
active and connectad.

As we approach the evaluation of funding priorities, | urge you to recognize the essential nature of this
program. Caring for our Kupuna is not just a service; it is a culturel obligation that reflects our values as a
community. Budgeting for the Kupuna Program is not negotiable; it is a commitment we must uphold. Our
Kupuna have given 80 much to us, and it is our responsibility to ensure their well-being and dignity in their
golden years.

! am Cemeron Hiro, an operations manager at Hawaii Kai Salts, a poultry farm owner at Kamakani Farms
(who have donated eggs to this program too), and the pastor of Heart of Aloha Church. 1 am also married
to Jacqueline Hiro, a dedicated relationship benker at Bank of Hawaii for over 20 years. We both believe
deeply in the importance of supporting our Keiki and Kupuna, and | stand firmly in my conviction that the
Kupuna Progrem deserves continued funding.

Mahalo for considering this critical program in your budget deliberations. | hope you will take our
Kupuna's needs to heart and ensure that the Molokai Rurai Health Community Association™s Kupuna
Program remains funded and accessible for our seniors.

Mahalo, .
Y YR
(Ll
Cameron Hiro

Yo
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Aloha Mayor Bisson,

| am writing this letter to express my sincere gratitude to you and the County of Maui for the
excellent services we have received through the Molokai Kupuna Program.

The Administrator and the wonderful staff of the Molokai Kupuna Services have been
innovative in providing the needs of so many seniors.

I want to name just a few of the services that | have benefited from although 1 have used
several others.

I am an 84 year old widow and the program has been a God-send in my life. | live alone on my
Hawaiian Homestead. | am so grateful to be able to make living alone manageable partly
because of the yard service and housekeeping services made available to me. | need help with
these difficult chores and they are not readily available.

The ongoing Covid epidemic gave birth to providing haircuts so badly needed. { 2-3 hair
dressers had to close their shop because of personal injuries} Having a haircut did so much for
my weill-being and | heard this echoed many times over by others. Having hair 4-5 inches
longer than you are used too can very depressing.

I have asthma and was able to use a Hawaiian remedy thanks to other seniors who went to
La’au classes and shared their knowledge and product. | am now very comfortable and virtually
free of my respiratory difficulties. An ample supply was given to me and | have been able to
share it with others!

At my age, | took the Computer classes! We are pretty much forced to go online these days.
Chrome notebooks were provided at a discounted price if we didn’t already have one.
Normally, | would have felt intimidated...not so; | was with my peers! The instructor was
excellent. It was challenging but we learned to use the computer in so many innovated ways
and beneficial ways! Dementia.....not for a while.

Finally, it's important that | mention the many opportunities the program provided for social
interaction. | had so much fun and got to visit my many friends, We shared our happiness and
health challenges. We, on Molokai “go without” many times but with this wonderful Molokai
Kupuna Program many of us would share weekly about living our senior life...looking forward
To the next event....looking forward to the next day!

Molokai Kupuna Program hana hou!

My heartfelt mahalo,

Patricia Leinaala Tancayo
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Lawrence K. Lasua 4/9/26
P.O. Box 544

Kaunakakai, HI 96748

Re: Letter to Mayor Richard Bissen
Dear Mayor Richardd Bissen,

Thank you for supporting our Kupuna Program that have benefited our seniors on the istand
of Molokai.

I’m a seventy-five year old senior that uses the kupuna program on Molokai Since it began.

| have been taking advantage of the Lomilomi services as well as twice a week attending
the Tai Chi exercises and both of these services have been very helpful for me.

| humbty ask you to continue your support for the many senior citizens living on the Friendly
Island.

Respectfully submitted,

2 s N

Lawrence K. Lasua
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JOHN WORDIN
P.O. Box 121
Kualapuu, Hi 96757
406-235-0947

10 April 2026

Mayor Richard Bissen
County of Maui
Wailukui, HI 86793

Dear Mayor,

My wife died in 2023, and as a resuit, my income was cut in half, and, as a
retiree, I'm on a fixed income. | had to cut expenses. Having access to Molokai
Rural Heaith Community Association helped greatly to have services available at
no charge, it was welcome. From time to time, | have received a free meal, and
regularly schedule a haircut. | have aiso taken advantage of the services of Dr.
Pitt.

The is a very worthwhile set of programs that benefit a large number of seniors
here on the island of Molokai. | highly recommend that the county of Maui
continue the program.

Sincerelv.

[V AV RIREE A A RVILR]
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Mayor Richard T, Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street

Kalana O Maui Bldg Ninth Floor
Wailuku HI 96793

Dear Mr. Mayor Bissen,

This letter is in support of the Molokai Kupuna Program on Molokai, under the Rural
Heath Program.

The Kupuna program started in July 2021, has increased to 900 plus participants.

Having this Kupuna program is beneficial for the elderly: socially, mentally, and
nutritionally.

Our island does not have many resources or even duplication of resources for our
seniors. So this program is essential for the very well being
of our Kupunas.

Please consider keeping us in your budget.

Aloha,

Lori Kalilikane

PO Box 622
Kunakakai, HI 96748

i olekan
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April 10, 2026

Mayor Richard T. Bissen Jr.
Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street

Kalana O Maui Bldg Ninth Floor
Wailuku HI 96793

Dear Mr. Mayor Bissen,

This letter is in support of the Molokai Kupuna Program on Molokai, under the Rural
Heath Program.

The Kupuna program started in July 2021, has increased to 900 plus participants.

Having this Kupuna program is beneficial for the elderly: socially, mentally, and
nutritionally.

Our island does not have many resources or even duplication of resources for our
seniors. So this program is essential for the very well being
of our Kupunas.

Please consider keeping us in your budget.

Aloha, W
Angelita Naeh

PO Box 242
Kunakakai, HI 96748
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Dear Mayor Bissen,

We are Carl and Theone Puhi of Hoolehua, Motokai,

We are kupuna contacting you regarding the Molokai Rurat Health Community Association.

We appreciate that the program was funded for 6 amazing years and are now requesting
that you continue funding for 2027-2028. This program offers a variety of sarvices and
workshops to enhance healthy living for Molokai's kupuna and we would be very grateful to
have continued access to the program's offerings.

Mahalo for your consideration,

Carl and Theone Puhi

folokan
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To the Honorable Mayor Michael Victorino
Aloha Mr. Mayor,

| am writing to thank you for all the services the Molokai Rural
Health Community Association has provided for the Elderly in our community.

At 72 years old, | am thankful to be one of many beneficiaries of this program. Molokai doasn’t
have access to many of the services the other islands have and it is often impossible for
Kupuna to travel off island to get services. For example, hairdressers, podiatry services, senior
classes on health and technology, assistance with social security, etc.

Kuulei and her staff are always willing to answer questions, listen to any of our concemns and act
on them if necessary. One of my concerns has been the safety of Kupuna who live alone. They
will reach out to the vulnerable and assist them or find agencies that can kokua.

The Molokai Rural Health Community Association supports the elderly by filling those voids.
Kuulei Arce and her staff are dedicated to this mission.

| hope you can keep them on your budget for years to come. The Kupuna Program here on
Molokai really help the elderiy enjoy a better quality of life in their later years,

With appreciation,
Crystal Egusa
Kaunakakai, HI
cegusa@gmail.com

\
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COUNTY OF MAUI
Office of the Mayor

e )
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASEPRINT P
Name: 'DUE ‘p@w Mg
Email Address: Phone: %0%

Mailing Address: WO?) lﬂgé City/Zip: k—m 07674’?

| Represent: I%yself
rganization Maui Economic Opportunity, inc - Molokai

Request/issue:

We are very fortunate to have such a great bus system here on Molokai.
The buses go EVERYWHERE whether it’s south to Kaunakakai, east to Goods
‘n Grinds, north to Kalae, west to Maunaloa or any homestead property
between, it is pretty much door to door service. There is also wheelchair
access and the drivers are always pleasant and very helpful. All of this for
only a dollar donation!

Maoka
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Funding Request {if known): $

(..--‘
' Responsible County Department: MC"_Z) 7 W’\US

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, Hl 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.bi.us






04/08/2026

Dear Mayor Richard Bissen,

In 2019 | retired from Maui Electric/Hawaiian Electric Company after 23 years in the Molokai
power plant as Chief Operator. A year later, as we all experienced, the COVID pandemic hit
and we all got isolated with limited if any social interactions.

The Kupuna program administered by Kuulei Arce changed my life in many positive ways.
Opportunities through the program got me out of my house and yard, offered me social
interaction. | was very isolated until | started participating in the offerings.

I have taken several computer classes, am a participant in the quilling/sewing class, had Dr
Pitt check my old feet, took 2 field trips, lomolomi, received wax treatments to help my hand
arthritis and regularly have had hair cuts.

These services & classes are vital to my well being as well as many other kupuna. Many
residents of our island have been severely impacted with rapidly increasing prices and recent
weather events. This Kupuna program offers support to many people who have limited money.
Please include funding in your budget.

Sincerely,

Kathy Sears-Tancayo
PO Box 218
Kaunakakai, Hl 96748

(olgkon
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04/13/2026
Testimony

Adolph Helm: Molokai Kupuna Program Participant
P.O. Box 391
Ho'olehua, HI 96729

RE: Molokai Rural Health Kupuna Program 2027 Budget Request Inclusion
Aloha Mayor Richard Bissen and Maui County Councilmembers,

This letter wishes you well and continued success in your rote as Mayor and
Totincilmembers of Maui County. My name is Adolph Helm and 1 was born and
raised on Molokai. A longtime resident | am also a participant in your acclaimed
County supported Molokai Rural Health Kupuna Program.

From a physical and mental health perspective the Molokai Rural Kupuna Program
has benefited me as well as many other Kupunas on island. Access to health care
and wellbeing opportunities can be very challenging especially to a certain
segment {seniors} of the community that is largely underserved. The Molokai
Rural Health Kupuna program currently provides health care alternatives typically
not found anywhere else on island. The existing staff members and leadership of
this program has done an outstanding job in implementing the program’s services
and benefits. With cuts to Medicare and Medicaid in the horizon it would be
imperative and socially responsible for the County to maintain and continue
supporting the Molokai Rural Health Kupuna Program.

Your consideration and continued support to “include the Molokai Rural Kupuna
Program in your 2027 Budget” would be greatly appreciated. With all due respect
and aloha.

Your truly,

Adolph Helm

Mo\okcon
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Cameron Hiro, PO Box 414, Hoolehua, HI 96729
808-658-0433/motokaikahu@gmail.com
04/10/26

Maui County Budget Committee

Dear Members of the Maui County Budget Committes,

| am writing to express my unwavering support for the Molokei Rural Health Community Association’s
Kupuna Program. As a lifelong resident of Molokai and a proud fourth-generation homesteaderin
Hoolehua, tunderstand the importance of caring for our Kupuna, our beloved seniors who embody the
wisdom and spirit of cur culiure,

The Kupuna Program has provided invaluable services that directly benefit our senior community.
Parsonalty, my 85-year-old mother has received essential assistance, including yard care and foot care,
which have made a significant difference in her quality of life. Beyond these services, the Kupuna
Program offers a wide range of activities that foster social engagement and well-being, including basic
computer training, haircuts, crafts, lomilomi, and painting, all available at little or no cost. These
offerings not only support physical health but also nourish the spirit of our seniors, helping them to stay
active and connected.

As we approach the evaluation of funding priorities, | urge you to recognize the essential nature of this
program. Caring for our Kupuna is not just a service; it is a cultural obligation that reflects our values as a
community. Budgeting for the Kupuna Program is not negotiable; it is 8 commitment we must uphold. Qur
Kupuna have given so much to us, and it is our responsibility to ensure their well-being and dignity in their
golden years.

I am Cameron Hiro, an operations manager at Hawaii Kai Salts, a poultry farm owner at Kamakani Farms
(who have donated eggs to this program too), and the pastor of Heart of Aloha Church. | am also married
to facqueline Hiro, a dedicated relationship banker at Bank of Hawaii for over 20 years. We both believe
deeply in the importance of supporting our Keiki and Kupuna, and | stand firmly in my conviction that the
Kupuna Program deserves continued funding.

Mahalo for considering this critical program in your budget deliberations. | hope you will take our
Kupuna's nseds to heart and ensure that the Molokai Rura!l Health Community Association’s Kupuna
Program remains funded and accessibie for our seniors.

Mahalo,

_,,,;7' 4 47
(= f.:/% ) (&7

Cameron Hiro
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Aloha,

Barbara Bostwick

Molokai Rural Health Community Association
Attn: Kuulei Arce, Program Coordinator

PO Box 290614

Hoolehua, H1 96729

Apdl 10,2026

Barbaza Bostwick
5520 Kamehameha V Hwy
Kaunakakai, HI 96748

Bogtwickb?@icloud.com
(808) 987-6225

Dear Kuulei,

As you review the Maui County Annual Budget, please recognize and fynd the MRHCA Program for it is a Jifelipe to our
stmall community in Molokai My husband and I have both benefited from MRIHCA’s services aver the past years; it has made
a wonderful difference in our lives. Some of the earlier events and activities sponsored brought our Kupuna participants
together, fed us, cnletiained us and entiched outr lives with special friendships. Many new educational and recreationai
activities lave been available to us. The activities offered kept us Kupunas “up to speed” with the digital world, aging issucs,
and ways to remain physically and mentally active. Freling healthy and sound has allowed me to continue to volunteer
regularly in our community and stay physically and mentally active and most importantly independent.

The MRHCA staff always bring 2 spark of joy to me because of the positivity they share whenever they call about services or
are greeting you at the program office. We are truly blessed to have this vital propram in our community.

The services that have been very beneficial to me and that I often used have been:

e  Medicare Consultant - Joe, who helps me make informed choices each year for my medical coverage and provides
sccurate Medicare updates.

¢ Dr. Pitt — the Podiatrist; checks the arthgos pain in my feet, tims my toenails because | am unable o bend my knees
enough to adequately trim them to avoid Pointers’ toes and ingrown toenails,

®  Medical foot care by Chisa Kalani-Certified Medical Foot Care Specialist — she helps the circulation in my feet and
leps’ T have lower calves skin discoloration because of poor leg cirenlation. Also, she trims my toenuils and its cutcles
to avoid ingrown toenails, Pointers’ toes and infection. Chisa always shares how to take care of my feet and 1oenails
and has so much aloha for me that T ALWAYS FEEL BOTTER FROM MY HEAD DOWN TO MY TOES!

»  FEducation workshops covering vital information such as, Advanced Care Directives, Ctemation and/or Burisl
services on Moloka’t; materals for cur BOOK of LIFE binder with instructions 2nd a list of important and necessacy
documents to include for your family if T am unable to care for myself or if 1 pasa away.

s  Painting Classes taught online by a professional and gifted Maui artist via zoom which included painting supplies.
The supplies provided allowed me to Fully participare because chances are I wouldn™ have the resources to buy the
supplics needed. I really enjoyed the instructor who was fiendly, personable and very good at teaching each of us
that we could be good artists. 1 was very proud of my newly discovered artistic talent

® In the past, we have been given a free Kupuna Food basket which is helpful with the tise in food prices here,
especially th Molokai. Then in reciprocation, [ donated one to another Kupuna through the Mobile Market,

Theze are othet great services thar MRHCA offers, and I wish I could use or participate in more of them. Many other Kupuna
I know use thesc services too. {1 is because of this common thread that ] have many new, special friendships with our other
Kupunas and the MRHCA staff, We have a beautiful Jei of aloha that connects us because of our Molokai Rural
Health Community Asseciation thanks to you and your hardworking staff for your dedicated service to the Kupuna
un Moloksi. We are truly blessed to feel all the alofie you bring each day to the program and to each of us.

Barhara Bostwick

Nalokirr
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To the attention of the Mayors office:

Please consider budgeting for the Kupuna Program again on Molokai! This is an invaluable
program for the Kupuna here on this island. These services would otherwise be very
difficult to come by such as lomi lomi and haircutting which | myself take part in as often as
possible.

Diabetic foot care also helps s0 many people here along with the classes that are
offerad. All these services contribute to mental health as well. These services are
desperately needed here.

All the staff members reach out to us with sincere kindness and professionalism. [tis also
a clean welcoming facility. Our appreciation does not go unnoticed.

Thank you for your consideration
Toni Mott
tonidelmott@icloud.com

Molokai

RECEIVED AT mﬁ%‘ MEETING ON 1/13/26






&0 Ruth Ann Howden to Kupuna Program
Support Letters Needed

Ruth Ann Howden:

Oear Mayor Bissen,

Please consider including our very important local kupuna
program in your 2027-2028 County budget. | have come to
rely on them to answer questions, provide the service of
tomi iomi massage which is a major benefit that | would
not be able to afford without their service. Their talk story
meetings are a delight and good way of building
community. | have attended excellent information
gessions that they've arranged on various, necessary,
subjects in an acceasible manner. Mahalo

Moloka
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B4 Patty Mccartney to Kupuna Program
Support Letters Needed

Patty Mccartney:

Alohe County Council, my name is Patty McCartney. | am
fortunate to have been a participant in some of the
programs delivered by the Kupuna program.

| am also a practitioner of Laau la paau,Qur hui has been
able to provide services to the Kupuna on Molokai in the
form of learning sessions to help Kupuna address health
issues with Support and transportation for Kupuna to our
Hate.

Molokai Kupuna have limited resources and this program
enhances opportunities to better live on this rural istand.
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To the attention of the Mayors office:

Please consider budgeting for the Kupuna Program again on Molokai! This is an invaluable
program for the Kupuna here on this island. These services would otherwise be very
difficult to come by such as lomi lomi and haircutting which | myself take part in as often as
possible.

Diabetic foot care also helps so many people here along with the classes that are
offered. All these services contribute to mental health as well. These services are
desperately needed here.

All the staff members reach out to us with sincere kindness and professionalism. Itis atso
a clean welcoming facility. Our appreciation does not go unnoticed.

Thank you for your consideration
Toni Mott
tonidelmott@icloud.com

Molokai
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P.O. Box 114
Kaunakakai, HI 967438
April 12, 2026

To Mayor Bissen:

| am writing in support of the kupuna program on Molokai. This program has involved many
people and has had a very positive impact. As a kupuna myself, | have been ab le to receive L
lomilomi services, podiatry, as well as the services provided by Dr. Pitt.

Some of my friends have been pleased to get a haircut or get help cleaning their house and
yard. They have received help in navigating government systems such as social security and
Medicare, which believe me, can be very difficuit to understand and deal with.

One of the activities provided by the kupuna program is a class in Taichi. | believe this class is
very beneficial to us kupunas because it helps, not only as an exercise class, but alsc helps us
mentally and physicaily. | recommend this class to all kupunas.

What so great about this program is that all necessary supplies and items are provided by the
program. Some of the kupunas are living on fixed income and would not be able to participate
in these activities if for that.

Kuulei Arce and staff are doing an excellent job in providing these services for our community.
They are constantly working hard to learn and meet the needs of our kupuna community on
Molokai. | believe this program is well-worth funding. The good it does spreads out in a ripple
effect, enriching our entire Molokai community.

I, therefore, request that you continue to fund our kupuna program on Molokai. To stop this
program will surely affect the entire kupuna community of Molokai. Your Kokua in this matter
is greatly appreciated.

Ml gkon
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P.O. Box 558
Kaunakakai, HI, 96748

April 9, 2026

Mayor Richard T. Bissen Jr.

Office of the Mayor

200 South High Street

Kalana O Maui Building, 9th Floor
Waituku, HI 96793

Dear Mayor Bissen,

I am writing to express my strong support for the continued funding of the Molokai Kiipuna Program
through the County of Maui Department of Human Concerns.

Since its launch in July 2021 through the Office of Economic Development, the program has grown
into an essential resource for our community. It not only created meaningful job opportunities
following the COVID-19 pandemic, but more importantly, it established a much-needed system of
care and connection for Molokai’s kiipuna.

Today, the program serves over 800 registered resident kiipuna aged 65 and older. In our rural and
geographically isolated community—where an estimated 22-24% of residents are kiipuna—the need
for accessible health, social, and supportive services continues to increase.

The Molokai Kiipuna Program, including 4 paid staff, 16 contracted positions and 10 volunteers,
addresses these needs by offering services and activities that reduce isolation, support homebound
individuals, and promote overall well-being. Just as importantly, it fosters opportunities for kiipuna to
stay connected, engaged, and supported within their community.

The program’s strength lies in its collaborative approach, working in partnership with local
organizations, healthcare providers, and dedicated volunteers who contribute their time and expertise
to serve our kiipuna.

Continued County funding is critical to sustaining these vital services. The Moloka‘i Kiipuna Program
has proven to make a meaningful difference in the lives of our kijpuna, supporting their ability to age
in place with dignity and connection.

Mahalo for your leadership and ongoing support of this important program on Molokai.

Mahaio,
Clder N e
ith Mikami

N glokar
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Aloha Mayor Bissen,

We are submitting this letter of request to continue & even expand the Kupuna Program
here on Molokai.

Kuulei Arce & her staff have been so helpful to the needs of many of Molokai’s elderly. The
various programs, informational classes & activities are very much needed. Without this
essential service our Kupuna will be left with very minimal ways to stay healthy physically
or mentally, the kokua services for the those unabte to do important things as yard or home
maintenance & the camaraderie with others that have been developed over the years due
to this service.

My wife & | whoie heartedly agree that you must reconsider to allow the Kupuna Program of
Molokai to continue.

With sincere gratitude & mahalo,
Adrian & Ella Canencia
Sent from my iPhone

MelokKa
RECENEDAT__BFLD MEETING ON 4//3/2,
























N quU W
,EQW ‘ *
%mwwmw

W.

e PO
S0 bnndls W%QM
N WW\"Q} How

sides SOUE

P MN@QVV\CG@.

\okon
RECENEDAngOFED MEETING ON “1//3/ 25



s
Fr
7‘?%

.
J%”‘
(o a&%
-0 r—ﬁfmﬂt&%
T
oL(
e
Y



PO Box 856
K’kai, Hi, 98748
April 8, 2026

Mayor Richard Bissen

200S High Street, Kalana O Maui Bidg, 9™ FLOOR

Wailuku, HI, 36793

Aloha Mayor Bissen,

I"'m writing this letter to you for | want you to know and understand how very
important the Kupuna program is to so many people on Molokai. | have been
participating in this program since it first began and continue to be amazed at the
variety of services it is able to provide to the Kupuna of our community. Not only is it
supporting the Kupuna but it helps their children and others, knowing that the people
they love and cherish are getting some of the needed resources they need and desire.

Personally, | have benefited from technology classes helping us “old guys” be more
comfortable with computers and our phones. So many seniors are actually afraid of
using these new resources since they do not understand how to use them. | have als¢
participated in sewing and ceramics classes which | love for | not only learn new skills,
but it is stimulating my brain. Maybe even more important is the social interaction and
building of new friendship which is mentally enriching. Then there are the opportunities
to be involved in appointments that can help to keep me more physically fit like the
vision service, fomi lomi, and foot care. Each of these services are extremely limited on
Molokai and difficult to access appropriate care without the support of this program.

| think one of the areas | am most thankful for is how the Kupuna program
responds when they see a need due to the lack of resources on this island. For years,
people on this island tried to get Social Security to once again come to Molckai, at
feast once a month to serve the community. Their excuses were “Just go online” or
“Just make an appointment and visit the office.” Both were not practical solutions for
many Kupuna. In the past, many letters were written to gov't officials, conference calls
were made to various agencies, but there was never any response to the need. The
Kupuna program stepped up to address this problem and was able to provide someone
to directly meet with and help Kupuna deal with the SS agency and resolve their issues.
The lack of SS on island is no longer a problem, since this program has provided a
resource for people.

Yor
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Jamesie K Sambajon
P.O. Box 348
Kaunakakai H| 86748
4-8-2026
Dear Honorable Mayor Bissen and council members,

| am writing to share how vital the Kupuna program is for our community
here on Molokai. 1t is more than just a place to go; it is what keeps us
moving, learning, and connected. Without it, many of us would simply be
staying home, but this program gives us the "movement” and the interest
we need to keep going.

Our program provides essential education that changes our lives. Recently,
we had a large group attend the "Positive Approach to Care" presentation.
Learning the difference between "normal aging" and "not-normal aging" is
so important. It reminds me of what my parents went through, and now that
it is my husband’s and my turn, we need this knowledge more than ever.

We also rely on this program to stay connected to the modern world. Our
iPhone classes were so helpful for learning how to use our technology, but
those stopped when the teacher was let go. We need these classes to
continue so we aren't left behind. Similarly, the monthly foot care visits are
a "mugt-have" since we lack local specialists on-island.

| especially want to mention our Painting Class. Even though enroliment is
small, the support we give one another is huge. We uplift each other’s
spirits and encourage one another to keep growing. At our age, we need
that peer support to stay positive.

Whether it is the exercise from Tai Chi, the technology training, or the
personal touch of staff like Gwen, every part of this program keeps us
sharp. It allows us to continue being productive members of our families—
helping with our grandchildren and taking care of our homes.

Mololon
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Please continue to support the funding for our Kupuna. It is the heartbeat of
our community and the reason we keep moving forward.

Sincerely;, .

g b ; \_"Qﬁ o ?j -

Jamesie K. Sambajon





















John Puaoi

JP Tech

2197 Analu Place #239
Kualapuu, HI, 96757
johnp@jptech.llc
868-646-3670

April 9, 2026
To Whom It May Concern:

Subject: Urgent Request for Continued Funding for the
Molokai Kipuna Program (Molokai Rural Health Community
Association)

Aloha,

I am writing to you today as the contractor for the
Molokai Kipuna Program's computer class, offered
through the Molokai Rural Health Community Association
(MRHCA), to humbly request your support and
intervention in securing continued funding for the
2027-2028 budget. The exclusion of this program—which
provides vital technology tragning andsedusntional
sessions to our elders-from the proposed budget is a
significant concern for our community and those we
serve.

First and foremost, I wish to express deep gratitude
for the program’'s history and the crucial services it

M glokar
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Some say kidpuna are our past, but I say they are apart
of our Future.

The continued success of this program is vital to the
well-being and dignity of our elders. I humbly request
that you include continued funding for the Molokai
KOpuna Program in the 2027-2028 budget so that we may
continue serving them together.

Mahalo nui loa for your time, consideration, and
support of our community.

Sincerely,

John Puaoi
Contractor, JP Tech

==
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CHILDREN'S THEATRE
OF MOLDKA') (CTOM)
h  anicto

HOKULANI CHILDREN'S THEATRE OF MOLOKA |

P.0. Box 85 | Ho'olehua, HI 96729

Phone: 808-658-0869 | Email: hokulanictom@gmail.com
Website: www.hokulanictom.org

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF The Kupuna Program’s 2027-2028
County Budget

Hékiilani Children’s Theatre of Moloka‘i (CTOM)
April 7, 2026

Aloha,

My name is Vicki Boswell, Founder and Acting Executive Director of Hokuilani
Children’s Theatre of Moloka‘i. I am writing in strong support of the Kupuna Program’s
2027-2028 County budget.

On a personal level, | have directly benefited from the program’s services. I live with
degenerative arthritis in my joints, and the lomni lomi services have been incredibly
helpful in managing discomfort and maintaining my mobility. I have also utilized their
haircut services, which are especially valuable given the limited availability of such
services on Moloka‘i.

Bevond personal impact, our organization proudly partners with the Kupuna Program to
host a monthly gathering that brings kupuna together for connection, creativity, and joy.
These events include a light dinner and engaging activities that help reduce isolation and
strengthen our community. We consistently see how meaningful this time is for
participants, offering both social connection and emotional uplift.

Mitokanr
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Office of the Mayor st |
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT f ,
Name: \/&&q[[e ﬁl/\@&x’/‘ﬁ
( -
Email Address:#mcf/dwq"@ alep . Com Phone: 82§ b4, -1, 24
. ‘
Mailing Address: /D 0 @4?(’ / ‘z‘?& City/Zip:

| Represent: [ Myself
[VIorganization MEO HEAD START

Request/lssue: /| fwlw:f 1§ esseopal. d Gmphilnsie budge)
Qér- a8 o A/Nm@/cz(’ 220 ad /’W'%D &'?651/34&\9' ﬁudc/wv/

U | va
Lo csus/&/n a Qg,{(, en(///\vmm;kz{' daol pAuz//c[g Afl«
cyuwﬁf &/ué’aﬁm Ve ool  ogm're /M\/MNML ﬁJR
21 OHDD/\{D/\/&/LC byo Fits 6@0&&1 &Zoﬁaﬁmm/ 7[5%«
Lém fﬂ/W CMoé)wn Jke M4 are  _2ruded fo D’\W;c)e
[m ard Aemam eadi ,@/» N @l ren.
%@ D/wm@«p waé& MM@.WJ Dwghem, ord
ff@/m 7 Pen Dl 3D M,DAL - ik ?Da/\u\f,L
Wby wpntk. é;ui@ T ¢ /1.

Funding Request (if known): $
Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
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Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS
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Responsible County Department: HUMAN CONCERNS
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Aloha,

My name is Vanalouise Naehu, and | am writing in support of continued funding for MEO Head
Start programs, especially the extended hours program, in the Maui County Fiscal Year 2027
budget.

| currently serve as a Parent Council President and am also a member of the community. My
child is in his second year with Head Start, and our experience has been nothing but positive.
As a single parent who is attending school full-time while also working full-time, this program
has been a major support system for my family.

Head Start has given me peace of mind knowing that my child is in a safe, nurturing, and
educational environment. The staff truly care about the keiki and their development. My child
loves going to school, loves the people around him, and is excited to learn every day. Even
during times when he has missed school, the support and care from the program have
continued, which shows the level of commitment they have to each child and family.

The resources and services provided go beyond just education. They support the whole family,
and for parents like me, that makes a real difference. It allows us to continue working, going to
school, and building a better future while knowing our children are being well taken care of.

| respectfully ask that Maui County continue to support and fund MEO Head Start programs,
including extended hours, so that families like mine can continue to benefit from these essential
services.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Vanalouise Naehu
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COUNTY OF MAUI i i
Office of the Mayor o }
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT Waianuhea Kauweloa
Name:
celine.kauweloa@yahoo.com
Email Address: Phone:
PO BOX 943 Kaunakakai 96748
Mailing Address: City/Zip:

I Represent: [ Myself
Organization MEO Head Start

MEO plays an important role to my child’s early learning hood. Without MEO my child would not be as confident
Request/Iissue:

as he is today and he would not be as smart as he is today without the help of MEO’s wonderful preschool staff. The staff

take their time to get to know the children and adjust to their learning pace. | appreciate MEO helping my family and

having my son join this school just at the age of three. All three of my children have attended MEO school because we were always

satisfied with the outcome of our child’s learning skills. My youngest is now four today and is exceeding many standards

typical four year olds at his age do not typically accomplish. MEO also helped me detect a issue early that we were able to tackle

with simple therapy sessions. Now my son is always so excited to attend school with this teachers, friends and wanting to know

what they will be learning for the day. Thank you MEO for also offering an extended school year which leaves the working parents

some relief for childcare of the younger generation. Please continue to fund this school as they can help so much more children .

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 Sﬂ.ECHWKFet, 9th floor, WEEIHNG-IWNS !\SIZ {

Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us oo
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COUNTY OF MAUI ! i
Office of the Mayor e i
Fiscal Year 2027
Community Budget Request
PLEASE PRINT
Name: Shauna Pule-Kaahanui
Email Address:  KAignhaler @amall. Com Phone:  (808)658-0796
Mailing Address: PO BOX 1362 Kaunakakai, HI. City/Zip: 06748
| Represent: [ Myself
[vlOrganization MEO Head Start

Request/Issue: | want to sincerely thank the County for funding the Head Start program. Your support has made

a meaningful difference in our community and in the lives of families like mine.

Through Head Start, my child has gained valuable early learning experiences, social-emothional skills, and

access to health and nutrition services.Our family has benefited from resources, guidance, and a supportive

environment that empowers both parents and children to thrive. These services have provided a strong

foundation for my child's growth and success.

| respectfully ask that the County continues funding the Head Start program in fiscal year 2027,

so that more families can experience these vital benefits. Your continues commitment ensures that

children in our community have the tools and opportunities they need to succeed.

Thank you again for your support.

Funding Request (if known): $

Responsible County Department: Human Concerns RECEIVED AT “{;\3\59‘““ MEETING ON Y/3/26

Form may be mailed to: County of Maui, Office of the Mayor - Budget Office, 200 South High Street, 9th floor, Wailuku, HI 96793
Or emailed: budget.office@co.maui.hi.us



04/07/2026
Subject: Appreciation for Head Start Funding
Dear County Official

I want to sincerely thank the County for funding the Head Start program. Your support
has made a meaningful difference in our community and in the lives of families like mine.

Through Head Start, my child has gained valuable early learning experiences, social-
emotional skills, and access to health and nutrition services. OQur family has benefited from
resources, guidance, and a supportive environment that empowers both parents and children to
thrive. These services have provided a strong foundation for my child’s growth and success.

I respectfully ask that the County continue funding the Head Start program in fiscal year 2027 so
that more families can experience these vital benefits. Your continued commitment ensures that
children in our community have the tools and opportunities they need to succeed.

Thank you again for your support.

Sincerely,
Shauna Pule-Kaahanui
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