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Enterprise Zones
Partnership Program
EZ

The EZ Program was created to increase
business activity, job growth, and job retention
in economically-challenged areas. The EZ
Program does this by offering State and
County tax and other benefits to companies
located within these areas for up to 7 years.




ENTERPRISE

Benefits

Companies receive the following state benefits:

100% exemption from the General Excise Tax (GET) and Use Tax every
year.

> The GET exemption applies only to gross revenues from EZ eligible business
categories within an EZ.

Qualified, licensed construction companies and contractors hired are also
exempt from charging EZ companies the General Excise Tax (GET) for any
work done at the EZ business site.

An 80% reduction of state income tax the first year. (This reduction goes
down 10% each year for six more years.)

An additional tax reduction equal to 80% of annual Unemployment Insurance
premiums the first year. (This reduction goes down 10% each year for six
more years.)

Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

State Income
Tax Credit

Unemp. Ins.
Credit



County Benefits

The Hawai'i Enterprise Zones Program is a
partnership between the counties and the state. In
addition to state benefits, companies are also eligible
for county benefits based on the location of their
establishment.

EZ County Benefits

Hawaii County

» Three-year exemption from any increase in
property taxes resulting from new
construction by EZ firms at their EZ sites

Honolulu County

« Two-year exemption from any increase in
property taxes resulting from new
construction by EZ firms at their EZ sites

« Waiver of building and grading permit fees
for enrolled EZ firms

Kauai County (Kauai & Niihau)

* Periority business permit processing

bt Maui County (Maui, Lanai & Molokai
‘.’ y ( )

o * Periority business permit processing



Industries supported:

9; » Agricultural production or processing (wholesale,
$ i value-added retail ag*, GMOs)
¢ * Manufacturing (wholesaling)
Requirements & Eligibility Wholesaling/Distribution
+ Biotechnology research, development,
T lify for th production, or sales
O quall or the program.
9 y prog * Aviation or maritime repair or maintenance
1. Your company must reside in « Telecommunications switching and delivery
an EZ location. Enterprise Zones systems

are determined by the County. « Information technology design and production

2 At least half of a firm’s annual  Medical research, clinical trials, and telemedicine

gross income must be from one or
more of the following activities:

* For-profit training programs in international
business management or environmental

remediation
* Repair or maintenance of assistive technology
equipment
] _
C I « Certain types of call centers

* Wind energy producers



State of Hawaii
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EZ Total Number of Enrolled EZ Companies by Business Activity

P Statewide, 2023*
Agricultural production or processing IEEEEEEEENNON
152 TOta.l Aviation or maritime repair or maintenance B4

Certain types of call centers 1 1

( r bt Information technology design and production mi
Ompames Manufacturing and wholesaling IE———gum

Repair or maintenance of assistive technology..l 1

2023 Telecommunication switching and delivery B3

Wholesaling and distribution nE22m
Wind energy production 12
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*2023 is the most recent company data received. Reporting for 2024 continues through October 2025 due
ﬂm1' to companies’ tax reporting timelines.

ENTERPRISE



Maui County
EZ Program e
Maui County e D
25 Companies

oill

ENTERPRISE

MAUI COUNTY BY BUSINESS ACTIVITY, 2023

Manufacturing and
wholesaling

This map was produced by the Cflce of

Plansing (OF | for planning purpcses.

[ should mot be wsed for boundary inter-

pretatons or other spatial analyss beyond

0 5 10 20 HAWAI| T metensof e oo wismaton
STATEWIDE oot i b abtaras o

Agricultural
production or
processing

Map Diate: 09102020
Miles Mg No: 20200810016
PF &
IS CF RASNES Enmrprise Zones: 2020

Business Activity Total Enrolled

Agricultural production or processing

o

Aviation or maritime repair or maintenance

=

Certain types of call centers
Information technology design and production

Manufacturing and wholesaling

o N o

Medical research and clinical trials
Repair or maintenance of assistive technology
equipment

Telecommunication switching and delivery

Wholesaling and distribution

o w o o

Wind energy production
Total 25



EZ
Program

To be designated as an enterprise zone, a proposed
area must be located within a US census tract and in
accordance with the most recent decennial US
Census:

» At least 25 percent of the population of each
census tract shall have a median family income
below 80 percent of the median family income
of the County in which the census tract is
located; or

* The unemployment rate in each census tract
shall be at least 1.5 times the state average
unemployment rate.

The EZ Program encourages a collaborative
relationship between the State, the Counties, and
qualifying businesses.

Enterprise Zone Designation Timeline

Honolulu County

Effective Date

Expiration Date

North Shore-Mililani-Wahiawa 8/18/2016 8/17/2036
Pearl City-Ewa-Central Oahu 8/18/2016 8/17/2036
Waipio Oahu 8/18/2016 8/17/2036
Urban Honolulu 4/1/2021 3/18/2041
Waimanalo 4/1/2008 3/31/2028
Hawaii County Effective Date Expiration Date
Hamakua 12/24/2015 12/23/2035
Hilo-Puna 12/24/2015 12/23/2035
Kau 12/24/2015 12/23/2035
Kona 12/24/2015 12/23/2035
North Kohala 1/21/2020 1/20/2040

Kauai County

Effective Date

Expiration Date

North Shore Kauai 9/19/2016 9/18/2036
Kapaa 9/19/2016 9/18/2036
South Central Kauai 9/19/2016 9/18/2036
West Kauai 9/19/2016 9/18/2036

Maui County (Molokai / Lanai)

Effective Date

Expiration Date

Molokai 12/11/2016 12/10/2036
Lanai 3/25/2020 3/24/2040
Greater Maui 5/1/2006 4/30/2026
West Maui 5/1/2006 4/30/2026




EZ Program Maui Island Redesignation (April 2026)

Maui County is currently in the process of redesignating the Maui Island EZs. The current Greater and West Maui EZs, established in 2006 will expire on April 30, 2026.
The maps below show the new proposed Greater Maui and Napili EZs.

Eligible Maui Island 2020 Census Tracts Eligible 2020 Census Tracts Using 2016-2020 ACS Data
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EZ Program Maui Island Redesignation (April 2026)

Proposed Maui County Enterprise Zones with Maui Island Growth Boundaries Proposed Maui County Enterprise Zones with State Land Use Districts
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EZ Program Maui Island Redesignation (April 2026)

Proposed Maui County Enterprise Zones with Development Plan Areas
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EZ Annual Employment Requirements
For NEW companies to Enterprise Zones

Program Increase in the number of full-time employees by 10% from the enroliment date

to the end of first year. Then maintain that increased number of employees
Annua I throughout each tax year.

* Full-time employees = 20 or more hours per week per pay period

[ ]
Reqlllrements « Leased employees working 20 or more hours per week may be counted

as full-time employees

Example: New company applies with 10 existing employees:

Years % increase in number of Number of employees
employees
Applied 10
1 +10% 11
2 maintain 11
3 maintain 11
\?l1l 4 maintain 11
]/ H ] 5 maintain 11
ENTERPRISE 6 maintain 11
20} 7 maintain 11




EZ Annual Employment Requirements
For EXISTING companies in designated NEW Enterprise Zones

Program Increase in the number of full-time employees by 10% from the enroliment date

to the end of first year. Then maintain that increased number of employees for 3
Annua I years. Increase the number of employees by 15% from year 4-7.

* Full-time employees = 20 or more hours per week per pay period

[ ]
Reqllll‘ements « Leased employees working 20 or more hours per week may be counted

as full-time employees

Example: An existing company applies with 10 existing employees:

Years % increase in number of Number of employees
employees
Applied 10
1 +10% 11
2 maintain 11
) 3 maintain 11
R MI 4 +15% 12
| W 5 maintain 12
ENTERPRISE 6 maintain 12
ZONM 7 maintain 12



jason.s.ushijima@hawaii.gov
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