Bills Prohibiting Smoking in Vehicles When Minors are Present, by County

City and County of Honolulu
Ordinance 17-53, Bill 70
(2017)

County of Kauai
Ordinance 1005, Bill 2629, Draft 1 (2016)

County of Hawaii
Ordinance 10-33, Bill 216 (2010)

County of Maui
(Proposed)

Prohibitions

Fines

Citations

Types of
vehicles

Prohibited in all motor vehicles
in which a person under 18
years of age is present.

A fine of not more than
$100.00 for a first violation;

A fine not exceeding $200.00
for a second violation within
one year of the date of the first
violation; and

A fine not exceeding $500.00
for each additional violation
within one year of the date of
the preceding violation.

No data available.

Trucks and convertibles are
“motor vehicles” and may be
cited.

Prohibited in any motor vehicle,
whenever occupied by a person less
than 13 years of age.

A fine of $50.00 per calendar day for
each violation. Each day that the
noncompliance exists shall constitute a
separate violation. Each violation shall
constitute a separate offense.

As of October 2017, no citations were
issued since the bill was passed, thus
unable to determine whether fine
schedule affects enforcement.

Not enforceable when minor is not
“in” the vehicle (i.e., truck bed), but is
enforceable in convertibles (which are
treated as sedans).

RECEIVED AT__|

Umwwut

Prohibited in any motor vehicle,
whenever occupied by a person
less than 18 years of age.

A fine not less than $25.00 and not
more than $50.00.

As of January 1, 2014, 100 citations
have been issued for all violations
under Hawaii County Code 14-21.

Trucks and convertibles are “motor
vehicles” and may be cited.
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Prohibited in any motor vehicle,
whenever occupied by a person
under 18 years of age.

A fine not less than $25.00 and
not more than $50.00.

Truck cabs and convertibles are
“motor vehicles” and may be
cited. Truck beds are not
enforceable because the minor is
not considered “in” the vehicle or

“present” where the smoking is
occurring.
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Enforcement

Enforcement based upon on-
view observations by patrol
officers.

Motor vehicles used for
habitation purposes is unlawful
per Section 291C-112, HRS.

Not enforceable on private
property.

Enforcement based upon on-view
observations by patrol officers.

Motor vehicles used for habitation

purposes are subject to enforcement

under Section 16-12.3, Kauai County
Code.

Not enforceable on private property
not open to the public.

Enforcement based upon on-view
observations by patrol officers.

Motor vehicles used for habitation
purposes would still be subject to
the ordinance.

Not enforceable on private
property.

Enforcement based upon on-view
observations by patrol officers.

Motor vehicles used for
habitation purposes would still be
subject to the ordinance.

Not enforceable on private
roadways or properties.
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Secondhand Smoke, Kids, and Cars/2

Harvard School of Public Health Study of Smoking in Cars with Kids

A 2006 study by researchers at the Harvard School of Public Health found “alarming” levels of
secondhand smoke were generated in just five minutes in vehicles under various driving,
ventilation, and smoking conditions.® That study also made the following findings:

>

The average levels of respirable particulate matter (the pollution inhaled from secondhand
smoke) in the vehicles was actually higher than that found in similar studies of smoking in
bars in several towns in eastern Massachusetts. In addition, the levels of particulate matter
found in the vehicles exceeded those levels described by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency as “unhealthy for sensitive groups” such as children and the elderly.

The researchers found that the pollution levels detected “highlight the potentially serious
threat to children’s health presented by secondhand smoke in private cars under normal
driving conditions.”

In addition to “alarming” increases of respirable particulate matter, the researchers also found
a “significant increase” in levels of carbon monoxide. The researchers point out that carbon
monoxide “is a poisonous gas, which may cause coma and death in large amounts, but
among infants is known to induce lethargy and loss of alertness even in small quantities.”

Based on their analysis, the researchers concluded that “smoking in cars under typical driver
and traffic conditions provides potentially unsafe secondhand smoke exposure.”

Studies Addressing Secondhand Smoke in Cars

A 2012 study published in Pediatrics reported that despite a significant decrease in SHS
exposure in cars among nonsmoking US middle and high school students between the
years of 2000 and 2009, that in 2009, more than one-fifth of these students were still
exposed to SHS in a car in the previous 7 days.®

A 2008 study examining secondhand smoke exposure in cars found that it reached
unhealthy levels even under varying ventilation conditions. Smoking just one cigarette in a
vehicle far exceeded fine particle exposure limits set by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and raised secondhand smoke levels several times higher than levels found
in smoky bars and restaurants.’

In 2006, researchers presented a study in which they found secondhand smoke in cars
under all conditions tested reached unhealthy levels, even with ventilation. Extremely high
levels of particulate matter were recorded in cars with tobacco smoke, putting all riders,
particularly children, at an increased health risk.?

A study published by The New Zealand Medical Journal found that smoking in a car with the
window open produced air quality five times worse than even on the poorest air quality days
in Auckland. Furthermore, it found that air quality was up to 100 times worse with all car
windows closed. The study suggests adopting laws to make cars smoke-free in order to
protect children and non-smokers from air pollution resulting from smoking in cars.’

A study published in 2008 examined residual smoke pollution in used cars. The authors
found significantly higher levels of nicotine in the air, dust, and surfaces of used cars that
had been owned by smokers than in cars previously owned by nonsmokers who prohibited
smoking in their vehicle.'®

Researchers conducting a study in rural southwestern Georgia interviewed low income
families on the establishment and enforcement of smoking rules in family cars. The
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