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Before the Disaster Recovery, International Affairs,
and Planning Committee (DRIP)

In consideration of
BILL 161
A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING INTERIM RESTRICTIONS ON NEW
PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS IN THE WEST MAUI COMMUNITY PLAN AREA

Bill 161 proposes to impose temporary restrictions on the construction of new private swimming
pools in West Maui. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Commission
on Water Resource Management (Commission), supports the intent of this bill with the
following comments.

Many regions in the State are experiencing drought and declining water availability, highlighting
the need for increased water conservation. As the agency with primary responsibility and
jurisdiction to manage and regulate Hawai‘i’s fresh water resources, the Commission advocates
for water conservation and the use of alternative water sources, such as recycled water, as a way
to safeguard potable water supplies. This is particularly urgent in an area like West Maui where
drought conditions are widespread resulting in water shortages. As of November 11, 2025, the
U.S. Drought Monitor forecast West Maui in D-2 (Severe Drought) conditions and Maui County
has issued Stage 2 water shortage alerts for the areas of Lahaina, Ka‘anapali, Kahana,
Mahinahina, Napili-Honokowai, and Honokohau.

The temporary restriction of new private swimming pool construction in West Maui is one way
to reduce potable water usage. Other important actions include engaging in water conservation
behaviors, opting to install water efficient fixtures, detecting and repairing water system leaks,
investing in infrastructure such as covered pipelines to reduce evaporation, using drought
resilient landscaping, and reducing potable water use for outdoor irrigation. The Commission
appreciates the intent of this bill to ensure conservation and responsible use of West Maui’s
limited water resources and encourages consideration of additional measures related to water
conservation and promoting the use of alternative water sources for irrigation and landscaping.

Mabhalo for the opportunity to comment on this bill.
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Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR)
Commission on Water Resource Management (CWRM)
1151 Punchbowl Street, Room 227

Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 208-0317 (Cell)

Website: http://dInr.hawaii.gov/cwrm

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)

and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, use, disclosure, or distribution by unintended
recipients is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all
copies of the original message.



