
REQUEST FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

D a t e: June 24, 2025 

F r o m: Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Chair 

Budget, Finance, and Economic Development Committee 
TRANSMITTAL

Memo to: DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 
Attention:  Kristina Toshikiyo, Esq. 

Subject: BILL 47 (2025), AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I, DEPARTMENT OF 

BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM, AND THE COUNTIES FOR THE 

HAWAIʻI CREATIVE ECONOMY COLLABORATIVE  (BFED-36) 

Background Data: Please see revised Bill 47, CD1 (2025).  Please submit your response to 

bfed.committee@mauicounty.us with a reference to BFED-36. 

Work Requested: [X] FOR APPROVAL AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY

[ ] OTHER: 

Requestor's signature 

Yuki Lei K. Sugimura, Chair 

Contact Person 

Kirsten Szabo or Peter Hanano 

(Telephone Extension: 7662 or 8007, respectively) 

[  ]  ROUTINE (WITHIN 15 WORKING DAYS)  [ ] RUSH (WITHIN 5 WORKING DAYS) 

[  ]  PRIORITY (WITHIN 10 WORKING DAYS)  [ ] URGENT (WITHIN 3 WORKING DAYS) 

[X] SPECIFY DUE DATE (IF IMPOSED BY SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES): June 27, 2025 

REASON: For posting on the July 8, 2025, Council meeting agenda.

FOR CORPORATION COUNSEL'S RESPONSE 

ASSIGNED TO: ASSIGNMENT NO. BY:

TO REQUESTOR: [ ] APPROVED  [ ] DISAPPROVED  [ ] OTHER (SEE COMMENTS BELOW) 

[ ] RETURNING--PLEASE EXPAND AND PROVIDE DETAILS REGARDING ITEMS AS NOTED 

COMMENTS (NOTE - THIS SECTION NOT TO BE USED FOR LEGAL ADVICE): Aloha Kristina, please review the 

proposed changes to the intergovernmental agreement, as discussed — and amended by Councilmember Rawlins-

Fernandez — during the BFED Committee meeting of June 17, 2025. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 

Date By 
 (Rev. 7/03) 

bfed:ltr:036acc01:kes 

Attachment 

KCT 2025-0169 ALH

x

6/30/25

Alice Hale
Received

kctosh
Kristina



ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 
 

 
BILL NO. 47, CD1 (2025) 

 
 

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF HAWAIʻI, 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM, 
AND THE COUNTIES OF HAWAIʻI, FOR THE HAWAIʻI CREATIVE ECONOMY 

COLLABORATIVE 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI: 
 
 

 SECTION 1.  The County of Maui, the State of Hawaiʻi, Department of 

Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT), County of Kauaʻi, 

County of Hawaiʻi, and the City and County of Honolulu, seek to enter into an 

intergovernmental agreement for the Hawaiʻi Creative Economy Collaborative 

(HCEC), as described in the Memorandum of Agreement attached as Exhibit “1.” 

 Section 2.20.020, Maui County Code, provides, “Unless authorized by 

ordinance, the mayor shall not enter into any intergovernmental agreement or 

any amendment thereto which places a financial obligation upon the county or 

any department or agency thereof.” 

 SECTION 2.  Under Section 2.20.020, Maui County Code, the Council 

authorizes the Mayor or the Mayor’s authorized representative to execute the 

Memorandum of Agreement and any amendments consistent with the purpose 

and scope of the Memorandum of Agreement that do not increase the County’s 

financial obligation or the agreement’s duration. 
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 SECTION 3.  This Ordinance takes effect on approval. 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 

 
 

  

 

KRISTINA C. TOSHIKIYO 

Department of the Corporation Counsel 
County of Maui 

 
bfed:misc:036abill01:kes 
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EXHIBIT "1" 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

This MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) is effective as of July, 15, 2024 
(Effective Date), by and between, the State ofHawai'i, Department of Business Economic 
Development and Tourism, and its Creative Industries Division; the City & County of Honolulu, 
Office of Economic Revitalization; the County ofHawai'i, Office of Research and Development; 
the County ofMaui, Office of Economic Development; and the County ofKaua'i, Office of 
Economic Development and their respective film offices, are aligned in mission to build a 
collaborative framework to advance workforce, facilities and infrastructure development to 
strengthen Hawai'i's creative economy. 

Therefore, this agreement will set forth the: I) areas of paa1nership; 2) define financial 
resources to execute strategic economic development and marketing initiatives; 3) formalize 
county and state film program data collection and repoating and 4) workforce development and 
career readiness to suppmt job creation. These recitals define the parameters of the future work 
taken on by this working group to be known as the Hawai'i Creative Economy Collaborative 
(HCEC). 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the State ofHawai'a, Department of Business, Economic Development, and 
Tourism, Creative Industries Division (DBEDT/CID) is the State's lead agency focused on 
developing Hawai'i's creative economy, acting as a business advocate for Hawai'a's creative, 
film, media, arts and entettainment industries; and 

WHEREAS, DBEDT/CID workforce development initiatives, and infrastructure 
development strategies expand the business acumen of Hawai'i's creative entrepreneurs through 
proga·ams such as Creative Lab Hawai'a (CLH) and creative sector workforce strategic pipelines 
for skills development with community organizations, industry and University of Hawai'i Good 
Jobs Hawaa'a federal grant; and 

WHEREAS, the City and County of Honolulu, Office of Economic Revitalization (OER) 
is creating an economy for O'ahu that is more diverse, equitable, and filled with good jobs that 
care for our people and place; 

WHEREAS, the County ofHawai'i, Office of Research and Development has a mission 
to imagine, invest in and collaboratively create a sustainable, equitable and thriving Hawai'i 
Island; 

WHEREAS, the County of Maui, Office of Economic Development, works in paatnership 
with the community to support economic recovery after the Lahaina wildfires, strengthen and 
diversify the economy by supporting existing businesses and assist in the attraction, 
development, and expansion of new businesses and events that will in turn provide new jobs for 
the community of Maui; 



WHEREAS, the County of Kaua' i, Office of Economic Development was established by 
and within the County of Kaua' i to work in partnership with the community to create economic 
opportunities towards the development of a healthy, stable, and balanced economy for the 
residents of the County of Kaua' i; and is responsible to provide technical and financial supp011, 
as feasible, for both large and small business establishments or existing and emerging new 
industries which offer full employment for Kaua'i's residents; and 

WHEREAS, the parties agree that the missions of these entities would be furthered by 
formalizing a collaborative structure to advance I) strategic planning to grow Hawai' i creative 
economy and an ecosystem of suppot1, 2) provide skills development for the creative workforce, 
3) advance community economic development strategies across all creative sectors, 4) develop 
fac-ilities and infrastructure for collaborative ct·eative business development and 5) execute a joint 
marketing strategy with shared financial and in-kind resources. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, the 
parties agree as follows: 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this MOA is to define and execute on the following: 

a. Shared Marketing Effo1ts: Formalize a state and county marketing plan on an annual 
basis, identifying the working relationship between county OEDs and state DBEDT 
and its Creative Industries Division (CIO) to shat·e financial support for joint projects 
as determined by the parties; 

b. Strategic Road Map: Develop and execute a strategic road map for statewide 
economic development specific to the creative industries and film sectors; 

c. Workforce Development: Build upon and align projects, initiatives and policies 
within the statewide Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) to 
execute plans which suppott statewide workforce and economic development, 
including DBEDT and the University ofHawai'i (UH), Good Jobs Hawai'i, Good 
Jobs O'ahu and related state and county workforce initiatives; 

d. County and State Film Office Integration: In add1t1on a county's individual marketing 
and operations, and in suppott of joint marketing and operational efforts, align county 
film offices and the state film office under a unified "Film Hawai'i" brand when 
marketing jointly, which provides shared information and services. Develop a 
collaborative film permitting system and align metrics reporting, and; 

e. Funding Sources: As funds from CID become available, whether general funds or 
from a special fund source such as HRS 201-113, the Hawai'i Film and Creative 
Industries Development Special Fund (HFCF), the state will assist counties through 
advancing funds for shared costs to execute these economic development activities 
identified herein. 
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II. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

I) Develop short and long term strategic plan to strengthen resident jobs, cntrepreneul'ial 
opportunities which comprise Hawat't's creative economy sectors; taking into account 
sustainability practices and being culturally conscientous. 

2) Implement workforce, talent, and skills development in conjunction with government 
and nonprofit organizations, including Depat1ment of Labor and Industrial Relations, UH 
Good Jobs, O'ahu Good Jobs and DBEDT cut'l'iculum-to-careet· strategic plan to increase 
jobs and entrepreneurial growth across tilm, media and creative sectors; 

3) Develop annual budgets ahead of the sta11 of a fiscal year to determine shared costs 
associated with conferences, business development activities out of state film and 
content markets, and related efforts for business development marketing the counties and 
state; 

4) Hawai'i Creative and Medta Portal- Develop an online portal which integrates: 

a) Creative and film sectors metrics and data, contacts, locations images, dil·ectory. 

b) Listing of skilled workforce and businesses supporting the creative sectors 

c) Directory of facilities, contacts and services on all islands. 

d) Image database I locations library. 

e) Online film permitting system for state and county film applications for approvals. 

f) Related information to support county and state marekting of Hawai'i lo global 
businesses, distribution and licensing opportunities. 

5) Workforce Development- Education-to-Jobs/Small Business Development Initiative 

a) Work with State agencies responsible for workforce development, and economic 
development, including DBEDT Creative Industries Division, Car·eer and Technical 
Education (CTE), Department of Education (DOE) Media and non-profit 
organizations to build a pipeline for current and future jobs, along with business 
acumen for ct·cative entrepreneurial development 

b) Patticipate in CID and UH Good Jobs Hawai'i, Chamber of Commerce, Creative Lab 
Hawai' i, and Industry partners to identify clusters of economic development 
oppot1unities to grow workforce on each island 

Ill. TIME OF PERFORMANCE 

The term of this MOA shall commence on the Effective Date and remain in force until such time 
as the parties agree to terminate and I or funding is no longer available for these activities. Each 
party may terminate its participation in this Agreement by 30-days written notice to all patties. 
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IV. OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

I. The validity of this MOA and any of its terms or provisions, as well as the rights and 
duties of the pa1ties to this MOA, shall be governed by and construed in accordance 
with the laws ofthe State ofHawai'i. 

2. Any modifications to this MOA shall be effective only upon the execution by all 
parties of a written Supplemental Memorandum of Agreement. 

3. The facsimile, email, or other electronically delivered signatures of the pa1ties shall 
be deemed to constitute original signatures, and facsimile m· electronic copies hereof 
shall be deemed to constitute duplicate originals. 

V. AGENCY CONTACTS 

A. The contact on behalf of DBEDT/CJD: 

Georja Skinner, Chief Officer 
Department of Business Economic Development and Tourism 
Creative lndustl'ies Hawai'i Division 
Ph: (808) 586-2364 
Email: georja.skinner@hawaii.gov 

B. The contact on behalf of City and County of Honolulu: 

Amy Asselbaye, Executive Director 
Office of Economic Revitalization 
Ph: (808) 768-6638 
Email: amy.asselbaye@honolulu.gov 

C. The contact on behalf of County of Hawai' i: 

Kimo Alameda, Mayor 
Office of the Mayor 
Ph: (808) 323-4444 
Email: Kimo.Aiameda@hawaiicounty.gov 

D. The contact on behalf of County of Maui: 

RichardT. Bissen, Jr., Mayor 

Office of the Mayor 
Ph: (808) 270-7855 
Email: mayors.office@mauicounty .gov 
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E. The contact on behalf of County of Kaua'i : 

Nalani K. Ka'auwai Brun, Executive Director 
Office of Economic Development 
Ph: (808) 241-4946 
Email: ocd@kauai.gov 

s 



• 

INTRODUCED BY: 

Upon the request of the Mayor. 
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BFED Committee

From: Kristina C. Toshikiyo <Kristina.C.Toshikiyo@co.maui.hi.us>
Sent: Monday, June 30, 2025 11:07 AM
To: BFED Committee
Cc: Alice L. Hale; Kirsten E. Szabo
Subject: Transmitting BFED-36 Bill 47 CD1 (2025)
Attachments: BFED-36 2025-06-30 RFLS Closing Bill 47 (2025) SOH Hawaii Creative Economy 

Collaboration IGA.pdf

Hi, 
 
Please see the attached approved bill. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Kristina 
 
***Department of the Corporation Counsel emails may contain attorney-client privilege information and should not be 
forwarded without approval. 
 
Kristina C. Toshikiyo 
Department of the Corporation Counsel 
200 S. High Street 
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793 
Ph:  (808) 270-7740 
Fax: (808) 270-7152 
Email:Kristina.C.Toshikiyo@co.maui.hi.us 
 
This message is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, Title 18, United States Code, 2510-2521. This e-mail and any 
attached files are deemed privileged and confidential, and are intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom 
this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one of the named recipient(s) or believe that you have received this message in error, please delete 
this e-mail and any attached files from all locations in your computer, server, network, etc. and notify the sender IMMEDIATELY at (808) 
270-7578. Any other re-creation, dissemination, forwarding or copying of this e-mail and any attached files is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. Receipt to anyone other than the named recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney-client, work product, or other applicable 
privilege.  
E-mail is an informal method of communication and is subject to possible data corruption, either accidentally or intentionally. Therefore, it 
is normally inappropriate to rely on legal advice contained in an e-mail without obtaining further confirmation of said advice 
 




