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MEMO TO: Members of the Agriculture, Diversification, Environment, and 

Public Transportation Committee 

 
F  R  O  M: Gabe Johnson, Chair 

Agriculture, Diversification, Environment, and Public 

Transportation Committee 
 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION 24-172, REFERRING TO THE PLANNING 
COMMISSIONS A PROPOSED ON AGRICULTURAL TOURISM  

(ADEPT-18) 
 

 
 Please see a summation of the proposed amendments to Chapter 19.30A, 
Maui County Code, and their related justifications, as outlined in the proposed 

bill attached to Resolution 24-172.   
 
 Chapter 205, Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes, authorizes Maui County to enact 

an ordinance allowing agricultural tourism on a working farm, if they contain at 
least five elements enumerated in Subsection 205-5(b).   

 
Please find below a list of the elements in bold followed by relevant excerpts 

from the proposed bill: 

 
1. “Requirements for access to a farm, including road width, road 

surface, and parking.”  
 
“The farm must have legal access to a public highway and comply 

with County and State standards for road width and road 
surface.” 

 

“For purposes of off-street parking under chapter 19.36B, 
agricultural tourism is considered passive recreation.” 

 
 

2. “Requirements and restrictions for accessory facilities connected 

with the farming operation, including gift shops and restaurants.”  
 

“The sale in a gift shop of agricultural products grown in the state 
of Hawai'i and of processed agricultural products where the main 
ingredient was grown in the state of Hawai'i or the incidental 

sales of non-agricultural commemorative items, such as mugs 
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and shirts, if the items promote the site's agricultural activities 

or products.” 
 
 

3. “Activities that may be offered by the farming operation for 
visitors.”  

 
“The agricultural tourism activities must support, be related to 
the principal farm activity, and not interfere with, principal uses.” 

 
“Activities that may be offered by the farming operation for 

visitors include:  
 
a. Demonstrations or presentations using agricultural 

products produced in the state of Hawai‘i. including lei 
making, poi pounding, cordage and rope making, saddlery 
and leatherwork, basketry, weaving, carving, feather work, 

coffee roasting and tasting, tea processing and brewing, 
tapa production, honey and beeswax production, cacao 

processing and tasting, dairying, cheese making, cooking, 
laʻau lapaʻau and instruction in the use of medicinal 
plants, native Hawaiian agricultural practices, and 

agricultural conservation, innovation, and sustainability.  
A restaurant is not permitted. 
 

b. Activities that support archaeological, historic, and 
cultural site retention, restoration, rehabilitation. or 

improvement under section 19.30A.050(A)(7), including 
living history demonstrations, site study and mentoring, 
pili house building. tool making, and interpretative 

demonstrations. 
 

c. Activities related to traditional methods of voyaging or 
wayfinding which reference the location of celestial bodies 
to navigate.  These activities may operate after 6:00 p.m. 

and before 8:00 a.m.” 
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4. “Days and hours of operation.” 

 
“The agricultural tourism activities must support, be related to 
the principal farm activity, and not interfere with, principal uses 

and must not operate before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m.”  
 

5. “Automatic termination of the accessory use upon the cessation 
of the farming operation.” 

 

“Agricultural tourism activities are no longer permitted as 
accessory uses if farming operations cease.” 

 
A copy of the proposed bill with comments is attached to further explain 

the proposed amendments.  

 
Should you have any questions or would like additional information, 

please contact me or Committee staff (Sam Tanck at ext. 7140, or Maria Leon at 

ext. 7866). 
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sam.tanck
Callout
Agricultural tourism must take place on a farm, in addition to being in the Agricultural District.

sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b)(4).

sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b)(5).

sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b)(1).

sam.tanck
Callout
Off-street parking spots for Passive Recreation, 0 for up to 2 acres; 4 for above 2 acres (paving not required).

Requiring paved parking spots could result in additional expense and would require additional time for permitting and construction, and would force paving over ag land.

sam.tanck
Callout
19.30A.050(B)(3), Maui County Code, allows for a maximum of two commercial agricultural structures per lot. Gift shops are not considered commercial agricultural structures.

sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b)(3).

sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b)(4).

sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b)(2).



sam.tanck
Callout
Under Hawaii Revised Statutes Section 205-5(b).
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