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 a turning point
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• Drowning prevention is multidisciplinary, multisectoral, 
and bigger than any organization or individual

• Drowning prevention is increasingly an issue of 
equity, meaning the need for diverse voices is clear

• The drowning burden is disproportionately borne by those 
under 25 years of age

7

Ì¸» ×²¬»®²¿¬·±²¿´ ¿²¼ Ò¿¬·±²¿´ Ý±²¬»¨¬

6

“shaping a global strategy – mobilizing for local action”: 
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É¿¬»® Í¿º»¬§ ß½¬·±² 

Ð´¿² øËÍÒÉÍßÐ÷

Visit page 55 to view the USNWSAP’s recommendations

Visit page 47
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(Hawaiian proverbs):

E kuhikuhi pono i na au iki a me na au o ka ‘ike

Instruct well in the little and the large currents of knowledge

,
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ïò Ì¸» Ø¿©¿·�· 
É¿¬»® Í¿º»¬§ Ð´¿²  

Ð´¿² Ê¿´«»­ò

PONO

do the right thing 

LAULIMA

cooperation

KULEANA

personal responsibility and accountability 

care and connection

take care of each other

us, inclusive 

ß²­©»®·²¹ ¬¸» ½¿´´

the bird 

that calls the canoe to journey

Our destination is a Hawai‘i where everyone 

has the skills, knowledge, and resources to 

stay safe in the water, making water safety 

accessible to all. By reconnecting with the 

wai and kai, we will create generational 

change and reduce Hawai‘i’s tragic 

drowning rates.



ØßÉß×�× ÉßÌÛÎ ÍßÚÛÌÇ ÐÔßÒ îðîëïî

èíû çïû

ííû

îê

è¨

ëðû

ocean drownings were visitors

were under 7 years of age

DROWNING THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH 

FOR CHILDREN IN HAWAI‘I

drowning 

fatality rates

drowning victims were 

visitors
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Hawai‘i is ranked No. 2

Average Annual Drowning* Fatality Rate 
(/1,000,000), by State, 2019-2023

îò Õ»§ Ü®±©²·²¹
Ü¿¬¿ º®±³ ¬¸» 
Ø¿©¿·�· Ü»°¿®¬³»²¬ 
±º Ø»¿´¬¸

* Data for 2023 is provisional. 
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* Includes fatal drownings in freshwater (15), 
bathtubs (15), and other environments (5)
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experience if they had the same population, which eases 
comparisons between counties. 
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Resident Drowning 

Accidents in Hawai‘i: A Descriptive Analysis.
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*The All Ages portion of the graphic is 
not adjusted for age distribution.

fatality rates, including methodological challenges for both the numerators 
and denominators. 

Thorton Clark's Resident Drowning Accidents 

in Hawai‘i: A Descriptive Analysis: 

ADDRESS
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INTEGRATE

ENHANCE
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Resident Drowning Accidents 
in Hawai‘i: A Descriptive Analysis.
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freedivesafe.org
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ìò Ñ«® Í¬®»²¹¬¸­
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From Left:

Duke Kahanamoku, 
Eddie Aikau, 
Rell Sunn, 

George Downing
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Ñ½»¿² Ô·º»¹«¿®¼­

Left: Hawai'i swimmers at the 1924 Olympics in Paris. 
Front row: Sam Kahanamoku, Charlie Pung, Mariechen Wehselau, 
Pua Kealoha. Back row: Henry Luning, Bill Kirschbaum, 
Duke Kahanamoku, Warren Kealoha, Gay Harris, David Kahanamoku.

Photo courtesy of DeLaVega family
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City & County of Honolulu:  

Hawai‘i County:
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Maui County: 

Kaua‘i County:  
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Ý¿­» Í¬«¼§

Ý¿­» Í¬«¼§

Õ¿«¿�· Ö«²·±® Ô·º»¹«¿®¼­

Ø¿©¿··¿² Ô·º»¹«¿®¼ ß­­±½·¿¬·±² 

Beach Guardian Workshop: 

SAVE (Safety Aquatic Visitor Education):

SAFE (Safety Aquatic Family Education):

Junior Lifeguard Internship Program: 

hawaiianlifeguardassociation.org

kauailifeguards.org/jr-lifeguards/
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ÛÍÍÛÒÌ×ßÔ ÍßÚÛÌÇ Ì×ÐÍ

ÉßÒ×Ò× ÞßÝÕ ÝØßÒÒÛÔ

kauai.gov

Example Sign from Wanini Channel 16

Queen's Bath is an example of a drowning hot spot that has 

necessary at hot spots across the state. 
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The SAWS (Safety and Wellness Survey) 2017-2018
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Source: USA Swimming Foundation

Source: USA Swimming Foundation

Source: Hawai‘i Aquatics Foundation
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A department-wide 

framework to develop the skills, behaviors 

and dispositions that are reminiscent of 

Hawai’i’s unique context, and to honor 

the qualities and values of the indigenous 

language and culture of Hawai‘i.”
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State of Play Hawai‘i
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(navigation)

Lili‘uokalani Trust and Leahi Swim School:

BROWN

nakamakai.org
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ÊßÍØ

“In order to reduce the risk of childhood 

drowning in our state, we believe every 

child should be provided equal access to a 

standards-based water safety education during 

school hours.”

JESSICA LANI RICH
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millions of people globally owing in part to the 

escalating adverse impacts of climate change 

any other natural hazard, with drowning being 

- 2021 United Nations’ 

Regional Status Report on 

Regional 

Status Report on Drowning in South-East 

Asia
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Navahine v. Hawai‘i Department of 

Transportation



ØßÉß×�× ÉßÌÛÎ ÍßÚÛÌÇ ÐÔßÒ îðîëíè

“Among the types of aquatic 

environments, it can be argued 

that retention ponds are the most 
44

John Fletemeyer, International Water Safety Alliance

Aquatics International

“Although retention and detention 

also pose risks to public health, safety, 
43

- 
, published in the 

January 2006 issue of . 

Ý»²¬®¿´·¦»¼ ß«¬¸±®·¬§ Ò»»¼»¼ º±® Ü®±©²·²¹ Ð®»ª»²¬·±²
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Hawai‘i Ocean Safety (DOH):

SafeBeachDay:

DLNR: 

GoHawai‘i:

Hawai’i Visitors and Convention Bureau (HVCB):
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 is one of the 
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üï¨ç

üëòêè
Þ×ÔÔ×ÑÒ

47

Source: World Health Organization (WHO)

Source: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)

a) The enclosure of all outdoor 

residential pools and spas in the 

state or locality by barriers to 

small children from gaining 

unsupervised and unfettered 

access to the pool or spa.

Ð±±´ Í¿º»´§ Ù®¿²¬

b) 

year after the date of enactment of such a state or local law 

should have:  

• More than 1 drain

• 1 or more unblockable drains

•  or no main drain 

c) The applicant must provide for enforcement of the law(s). 
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in unfamiliar environments can expose 

people to unknown dangers, particularly 

if signage or other forms of public 

information are not present to warn 

about potential risk or suggest minimum 
52

- World Health Organization

äïëû

ìèû

ýï

VISITORS COMPRISE MOST 
DROWNING VICTIMS in 

Source: Hawai‘i Data Book

DROWNING

Source: 2021-2023 Data from the State 
of Hawai‘i Department of Health

DROWNING IS THE LEADING 
CAUSE OF FATAL INJURIES 
AMONG VISITORS

Source: 2021-2023 Data from the State 
of Hawai‘i Department of Health
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Hot Spots:

Black Spots:
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O‘ahu

Source: Hawai‘i Department of Health

Fatal Ocean Drownings, 2013-2022
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Maui

Fatal Ocean Drownings, 2013-2022
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Source: Hawai‘i Department of Health
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Hawai‘i 
Island

Fatal Ocean Drownings, 2013-2022
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Source: Hawai‘i Department of Health
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Fatal Ocean Drownings, 2013-2022

Polihale
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Source: Hawai‘i Department of Health
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Sharkey, Mark, Mina, Duke, and 

Alex



Charlotte "Sharkey" Schaefers, 5, drowned on Feb. 
28, 2004 in U.S. Navy family housing in Pearl City. 

Detention ponds are dry until they are needed to 

However, the day that Sharkey died a clogged pipe 
caused the water to rise far above the drain. The 

fencing was put up because she drowned, and 
the picture was taken after the water had already 

begun to recede.

Credit: Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
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(Hawaiian proverb):

He lei poina ‘ole ke keiki

A lei never forgotten is the beloved child.
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