
SETTLING THE LAHAINA CASE 
Working Together To Protect The Public Interest
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• Wastewater Plume Detected Using δ15N 
(Dailer, et al. 2011)

• Highest Algal δ15N Values Ever Detected 
(Dailer, et al. 2012)



Glenn, et al. 2013
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Fackrell, et al. 2016



Glenn, et al. 2013





Image courtesy of Jen Smith



Image courtesy of Jen Smith



Image courtesy of Jen Smith

Hawai‘i DAR

• Due to Lahaina injection wells - Rates of 
bioerosion orders of magnitude higher 
(Prouty, et al. 2017)



The Path Forward

• Investment to increase R-1 Reuse

Coral Reef Alliance
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• Investment to increase R-1 Reuse

Coral Reef AllianceHawai‘i Dept. of Health



The Path Forward

• Good faith efforts to get/comply with permit

• No future litigation

• Over Lahaina injection wells

• Over other County injection wells

• Over reuse of R-1 water

• No admission of harm



Draft Resolution
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the County of Maui:

1. That it hereby approves settlement of this case 
under the terms set forth in an executive meeting 
before the Governance, Ethics, and Transparency 
Committee; and

2. That it hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute a 
Release and Settlement Agreement on behalf of the 
County in this case, under such terms and conditions 
as may be imposed, and agreed to, by the Corporation 
Counsel; …
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