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Role: Sustain and or Improve Native Watersheds through specific management actions 
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Kawela 2017





By Tony Kimmet, NRCS

Instigated by Stephanie Tom, TNC

For Ed Misaki, TNC



Kawela, Molokaʻi
NDVI Imagery Analysis



Kawela, Molokaʻi
NDVI Imagery Analysis





USGS 2013 Summary Report

2009 
Less that 1% Veg Cover

0.4 inches soil loss  to erosion

6 tons per year from site goes 
into the ocean.

2013 
75% Veg Cover!

.04 inches soil loss or 10 fold 
decrease!

Less that 2 tons per year!



Kawela Ridge Site 1 Unfenced – May, 2007

Vegetation Ground Cover 1%



Kawela Ridge Site 1 Unfenced  - February 2014

Vegetation Ground Cover  over 70%

Site data has shown that erosion decreased 10 fold from 2007 to 2013, and 

through scientific modeling, this results in the decrease of sedimentation into 

the ocean via Kawela stream from over 6 tons per year in 2007, to less than 2 

tons per year in 2013!



Public Safety and Economic Benefits



Strongly encourage Water Resource Committee members to “see for 

yourselves” the watershed areas we are charged with managing.

I speak for  all the partnerships when I say “come visit our sites, we 

will be happy to take you and show you how important the funding is 

that you provide for us!”  Thank you for your unwavering support.

Our future in Maui Nui is tied to our high quality water supply!


