
• Auwahi is one of Hawai'i's la~t ue~t ~anctuary forest~, protecting more native tree species than 

any other forest type in Maui County. Many of these are found nowhere else in the wor ld and 

have deep Importance to the Hawaiian culture. By the 1980s, Auwahi forest was In a state of 

complete disarray when a P.rass roots effort c~mc toecthcr to snvc this one of~ ldnd forc~t. 

Today, largely because or Maul's volunteering I>Uilllc, 1\uwal~l has In n~any sen~es tl~>en reborn 
di1U r ~gdiri!!U ib >ldlU> d> • blu>•ndudry, d wuliipana ('>loli~d pidte'). !11 ~ ~~l'lrin!j l\uwuili 
hJfE!~(, the pt!ople or Mdt.1i t·,dve thel'n~elves het?r1 changed wah rr.;tny valu€-s m the cor .. unLmity 
'r~<.torPd' with the Ptlort ill l\uwahl. 

New Lea land conservation Guru John Innes after tourine Auwahi proclaimed the mixine of 
people, forest, and culture at Auw<lhl, •., model' and 'hope for the whole world.' 

• The J\uwahi project was one of Hawai'i' s first environrnentC~I group~ lo exlen,ivt-'ly t-'ngrtgt-' 
community volunteers and remains one of the larcest environmental volunteer pro~rarn~ in the 
stote. Over the past 23 years, the Auwahivolunteer trips have run at full capacrty, encaced over 
3,000 Maui residents and visitors. At Auwahl fo rest volunteers have planted more than 133,000 
seedlings of 42 native forest species. These trips have become signitkont community events 
increasintJ interest in water;hed fore:>lS, the Hawaiian r.u liurP., and community t!fforts to 
perpetuate them (www.facebook.com/auwahiforestrestoration and @auwahi forest on 
lnstagram). 

Restored fore>l lr>~cts in Auwahi ar~ 'living r.lassrooms', the closest on leeward Haleal<a la to the 

pre-1700; landscape; in which early Hawaiians lived.Public; participMion in wMershP.d forP.st 

restoration offers powerful outreach and high-impact environmental education wtu~re lire ~ / _ / 
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human r.nmmunity is reconrected to Maui's forests. Making the community kama'aina (aware) 

1101 only or Hawaii~n plant n~mP.~ hut their pi~<.P in the er.ological world and their cultural 

practices (ethnobot~ny) create' a seme or kuleuno (re<Spunsibilily) within the communi ty to care 

for nativewatershed forest. 

• Maui County Department of Water Supply funds were augmented ir 2019, when the Auwahi 
prnjP.ct p~rtnP.red with award winning globally known musician Paul Simon to help create one ot 
the largest environmental fundraisine events in the history of the H~waiian Islands here at the 
Maul Cultural and Arts Center. The two Maui concerts received global exposure (76 articles 
onli11~, including ~5 newspaper ~rtir.IP.s in 23 US stat~s) ~nd altracterl hunrlreds nf vi~itnrs ro 
Maui. The concerts highlighted the need to steward Maul's watersheds and generated a few 
thousand dollars directly appl ied to environmenta l Cduses with some estimates at $3-Smillion in 
associated generated income for the island and its businesses. This is the type of fundraising that 
helps everyone move our goals forward as a community. Paul Simon's support of 1\uwahi forest 
has continued to develop ecotourism opportunities for the Auwahi project with a substantial 

increase of requests now co·ning from oul of stale visitors. 

• In recent years, the Auwa hi project has become one of the most important groups on Ma u i 
rrovining water.~hPrl-hii~Prl enuc:ation in thP forest and at community PVPnt~ ~nd c.PIPhriltion~. 

Besides volunteer trips to the forest, since 2018, the Auwahi project h~s provirlerl inforrnat inn 10 

over 28,000 re$idents and visitors at 28 educational outreach events. Informa tion was provided 

about the details of Maw's watersheds, ecoiO{liCal restoration, the benefiCial effects of 

restoration on hydrology, and its signitica1ce to past and l·uture generations. 

• In 2019-2020, the Auw~hi pwj~t:.t, with support rroru Mdui County'> Otri~e of Ecouomi<.: 
Development, is partner ing with acclaimed, award-winning international film maker Jilli Rose, to 
creatP and reiPa se a broadc.ast -qualit.y film telling thP. \lory or Hawai' i' ' .. volution, il' lc:"~ of 
nat1ve watersheds and the efforts beme made to reverse that deforestation focusing on Auwahi. 
T1e 20 minute ~nimation will likely tour film festiv~ls globally, again bringing attention to the 
importanc.e or (.(Hflfllur1ity support in Mttui's error!.\ Lo prol~i:l ht->r Wi1lt'!L\htJ-(h, HII i\\tJ~ wilh 
increasing global significance. 


