
COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI 

CLIMATE ACTION, RESILIENCE, AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 
 February 18, 2022 Committee 
  Report No.    

 
 

 
Honorable Chair and Members 
  of the County Council 

County of Maui 
Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii 
 

Chair and Members: 
 

 Your Climate Action, Resilience, and Environment Committee, 
having met on February 2, 2022, makes reference to Bill 23 (2022) entitled 
“A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUILDING CODE 

RELATING TO ENERGY AND WATER USE PERFORMANCE 
BENCHMARKING.” 

 
 Bill 23’s purpose is to implement procedures for providing energy 
use data, benchmarking energy performance, and publicly disclosing 

energy performance for covered facilities owned by the County of Maui. 
 
 Your Committee notes benchmarking is the method of comparing 

the energy performance of facilities to similar building types across the 
country or to the same building over time. 

 
 Your Committee further notes that benchmarking is essential for 
determining which energy improvements will be effective, identifying 

underperforming buildings, and verifying efficiency plans. 
 

 A representative from the Mayor’s Office of Climate Change,  
Resiliency and Sustainability provided information on a benchmarking 
program implemented by the City and County of Honolulu that could be 

replicated for the County of Maui.  The Mayor’s representative also 
provided comments on Bill 23 (2022), including recommending that the 
Department of Finance, instead of the Department of Management, be 

responsible for the bill’s implementation. 
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 The Mayor’s representative also said an ordinance could help 
support this initiative and ensure that the program is comprehensive and 

maintained in perpetuity by future Administrations. 
 
 Your Committee received further informational background from the 

City and County of Honolulu’s Office of Climate Change, Sustainability 
and Resiliency which recommended targeting larger buildings first for 

evaluation. 
 
 Your Committee noted that a staggered approach to codifying 

unilateral energy performance measures is best started by evaluating and 
benchmarking County-owned properties to establish a standard.  Your 

Committee further noted this approach would allow time to troubleshoot 
procedures and provide training to simplify expanded implementation. 
 

 Your Committee agreed to amend Bill 23 (2022) related to the agency 
responsible for oversight of the benchmarking program.  Your Committee 
also agreed to evaluate larger County buildings first, and to clarify the floor 

area of the covered facilities in both tables within the bill. 
 

 Your Committee expressed concern that a representative from the 
Department of Management was not present to speak to the proposed 
amendments.   

 
 Your Committee discussed the opportunity for significant savings to 

the County by reducing building energy usage through the monitoring of 
energy performance and identifying inefficiencies.    
 

 Your Committee voted 5-2 to recommend passage of Bill 23, CD 1 
(2022) on first reading.  Committee Chair King, Vice-Chair Sinenci, and 
members Johnson, Lee, and Paltin voted “aye.”  Committee members 

Molina and Sugimura voted “no.” 
 

 Your Climate Action, Resilience, and Environment Committee 
RECOMMENDS that Bill 23, CD 1 (2022), as revised herein and attached 
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hereto, entitled “A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUILDING 
CODE RELATING TO ENERGY AND WATER USE PERFORMANCE 

BENCHMARKING,” be PASSED ON FIRST READING and be ORDERED TO 
PRINT. 
 

 This report is submitted in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules of 
the Council. 

 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
KELLY TAKAYA KING, Chair 

 
care:cr:22079aa:brs 



ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 
 

 
BILL NO. ____________ (2022) 

 
 

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BUILDING CODE RELATING TO 

ENERGY AND WATER USE PERFORMANCE BENCHMARKING 
 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI: 
 

 

 SECTION 1.  Benchmarking is the method of comparing the energy 

performance of facilities to similar building types across the country or to the 

same building over time.  Monitoring energy performance enables inefficiencies 

in buildings to be identified.  Benchmarking is essential for determining which 

energy improvements will be effective, identifying underperforming buildings, 

and verifying efficiency plans.  

 SECTION 2.  Chapter 16.26B, Maui County Code, is amended by adding 

a new section, to be designated and to read as follows:   

“Chapter 16.26B.4000.  Chapter 40 added.  Energy and 

water use performance benchmarking.  The International 

Building Code is amended by adding a new chapter to read as 

follows: 

CHAPTER 40 

 
ENERGY AND WATER USE PERFORMANCE BENCHMARKING 

 

4000.1  Purpose.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to implement 
procedures for providing energy use data, benchmarking energy 
performance, and publicly disclosing energy performance for covered 

facilities owned by the County of Maui. 
 

23, CD1 
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4000.2 Definitions.  Whenever used in this chapter, unless the 
context otherwise requires:  

“Benchmarking information” means information generated by the 
benchmarking tool, as defined, including descriptive information about the 

physical facility and its operational characteristics. The information must 
include:  

A. Property address. 

B. Primary use type.  
C. Gross floor area.  
D. Site EUI.  

E. Weather normalized source EUI.  
F. Annual greenhouse gas emissions.  

G. Water use. 
H. The energy performance score that compares a building’s 

energy use to similar buildings’ energy use.  

I. Compliance or noncompliance with this section. 
“Benchmark” means to input the total energy consumed for a 

building and other descriptive information for such a building as required 
by the benchmarking tool to establish a baseline for energy performance 
and identify opportunities to reduce cost and waste.  

“Benchmarking tool” means the energy star portfolio manager 
internet-based tool developed and maintained by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to track and assess the relative energy performance of 

buildings nationwide or an equivalent tool adopted by the department of 
management.  

“Covered facility” means a structure owned, leased, or managed by 
the County that exceeds ten thousand gross square feet in total covered 
floor area and for which the County regularly pays all or part of the annual 

energy or water bills. 
“Energy performance score” means the numeric rating generated by 

the benchmarking tool that compares the energy usage of the building to 

that of similar buildings.  
“EUI” means energy use intensity, a score generated by the 

benchmarking tool to express energy used per square foot of gross floor 
area in kBTUs (one thousand British thermal units).  

“Gross floor area” is the total square footage, on all floors, at, above, 

and below grade, of all building components as depicted in building layout 
diagrams in the department of management’s records. 

“Tenant” means a person leasing, occupying, or holding possession 
of a covered facility.  

“Utility” means an entity that distributes and sells energy for covered 

facilities. 
 
4000.3 Benchmarking requirements.  A.  All covered facilities 

containing a floor area  that exceeds ten thousand gross square feet  must 
be benchmarked for the previous calendar year. 
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B. Benchmarking information must include: 
1. Property address. 

2. Gross floor area. 
3. Site EUI. 

4. Weather normalized source EUI. 
5. Annual greenhouse gas emissions. 
6. Water use. 

7. Energy performance score that compares a building’s 
energy use to similar buildings’ energy use. 

8. Compliance or noncompliance with this section. 

C. The managing director must annually benchmark and obtain 
an energy performance score under the schedule in the following 

table.  Later benchmarking submissions are due by June 1 of each year. 
  

Facility Initial Reporting 
Date 

Covered facilities containing a floor area of 50,000 
gross square feet or greater 

December 30, 2022 

Covered facilities containing a floor area of 10,000 
gross square feet and less than 50,000 gross square 
feet  

June 1, 2023 

  

4000.4  Procedure.  A.  The managing director must enter data 
in the benchmarking tool and benchmark the building using whole-

building utility data. Whole building utility data can be obtained from a 
utility, with tenant authorization where required; from meters; or from 
tenants.  

B. If a utility has made aggregated utility data available to the 
County, then the managing director must benchmark using whole 
building utility data from the utility.  

C. When the managing director does not have whole-building 
information sufficient to fulfill the requirements of this section and has 

made a reasonable effort to obtain the information required, the managing 
director must instead submit a partial-building benchmarking report.  

D. A partial-building benchmarking report must include any 

available whole-building information, including any available aggregated 
utility data, square footage covered by energy and water data, and all 

common area information.  
E. The report must be submitted annually and maintained by 

the department of management. 

 
4000.5  Disclosure.  A.  The department of management must make 

available to the public, and update annually, benchmarking information 

for the previous calendar year according to the schedule in the following 
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table.  Benchmarking information must be made available to the public by 
August 30 of each year. 

  

Facility Initial 
Disclosure Date 

Covered facilities containing a floor area of 50,000 
gross square feet or greater 

August 30, 2023 

Covered facilities containing a floor area of more than 

10,000 gross square feet and less than 50,000 gross 
square feet  

August 30, 2024 

  

B. The department of management must make available to the 
public, and update annually, the following information:  

1. Summary statistics on energy consumption for covered 

facilities derived from aggregating benchmarking information. 
2. Summary statistics on overall compliance with this 

section. 

3. For each covered facility:  
a. The status of compliance with the requirements 

of this section.  
b. Annual summary statistics for the covered 

facility, including EUI, annual greenhouse gas emissions, 

water use per square foot, and energy performance score.  
c. A year-by-year comparison of benchmarking 

information. 
 
4000.6  Assessing results.  By December 31, 2027, the department 

of management must review the effect of this section on improving the 
energy performance score for covered facilities. If the energy performance 
score for covered facilities has not improved satisfactorily, the department 

of management must make recommendations to the council as to whether 
amendments to this section or other measures are necessary to improve 

the energy performance score for covered facilities.  
 
4000.7  Maintenance of records.  The managing director must 

maintain records necessary to carry out this section, including energy and 
water bills and other documents received from tenants or utilities, for at 

least three years.” 
  

 SECTION 3.  This Ordinance takes effect on approval. 

 

 
care:misc:079abill01:brs 
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INTRODUCED BY: 

 
 

________________________________ 
 


