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Background - State Building Code

 Act 82, Session Law Hawaii, 2007 created the 
State Building Council.

 The purpose of the Council is to establish a state 
building code through the timely adoption of 
national codes that would include the latest fire 
code, building codes, plumbing code, electrical, 
and energy conservation code.   
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Background - State Building Code
 Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), Section 107-28(a), 

states in part, “… Each county shall amend and adopt 
the Hawaii state building codes and standards listed 
in Section 107-25, as the referenced Hawaii state 
building codes and standards for its respective county 
building code ordinance, no later than two years 
after the adoption of the Hawaii state building 
codes.”

 HRS, Section 107-28(b), states, “If a county does not 
amend the Hawaii state building code within the two-
year time frame, the Hawaii state building codes 
shall become applicable as the interim county 
building code.”

3



State Building Code

 On April 20, 2021, The 
State Building Code Council 
approved the amendments 
to the 2018 IBC. 
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Proposed Code Adoption

Delete the 2006 IBC
effective 3/19/2012

Adopt the 2018 IBC with 
State & County amendments
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Create a New Administrative 
Chapter 16.25

 Goal is to move the administrative functions of the code 
to a separate chapter. 

 This includes the purpose, scope, duties, building permit 
processing, inspection, and enforcement functions of the 
code.  Amendments were made to update and clarify our 
procedures and requirements.

 Improvements to Public Streets, Post-Construction Storm 
Water BMPs, and Indigenous Hawaiian Architecture are 
also included.
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Wind Design
 Research has shown that Hawaii’s topography is more 

complex than the national design standards.
 For many years, the state building code council has 

been working on Hawaii specific wind design 
provisions.

 Hawaii is within Hurricane-Prone Region as defined in 
the IBC.

 The proposed 2018 IBC, with SBC amendments, 
incorporates the latest code and design standards.

 The IBC and ASCE-7 references the Risk Category of 
the building and corresponding wind speed maps. 
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Special Inspection for Wind

 A Special Inspection is a test or observation done for the 
integrity of the building or components. It’s in addition to 
inspections conducted by our building staff due 
complexity of design and numerous inspections needed to 
comply with the professionals specifications. 

 A Special Inspection for wind is required by the SBC when 
the wind speed is 120 mph or greater.
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Wind-Borne Debris Protection, Why 130 MPH or ???

 Scale estimates property damage

 Category 4 Hurricane
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Risk Category
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Wind Maps based on Risk Category
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Wind Maps based on Risk Category
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Wind-Borne Debris Protection…

 Basically it’s protection of the openings (windows, 
doors) from flying debris.

 This requirement starts where the properties wind 
speed is 130 mph or greater.
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Summary
The intent of many of the proposed county 
amendments update our administrative functions 
and to adopt the most current state building code 
and design standards.

M A H A L O
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