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August 3, 2026

MEMO TO: ADEPT-10 File

F R O M: Gabe Johnson, Chair
Agriculture, Diversification, Environment, and Public
Transportation Committee

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATIONAL DOCUMENT RELATING TO
BILL 98 (2026), ESTABLISHING A FOOD AND NUTRITION
SECURITY PLAN (ADEPT-10)

The attached informational document pertains to Item 10 on the
Committee’s agenda.
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Honorable Richard T. Bissen, Jr.
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200 South High Street
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Maui County Council

County of Maui
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
RECEIVED
Dear Councilmember Johnson, By Cara.Bolte at 7:18 am, Jul 31, 2026

SUBJECT: CODIFYING THE FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY PLAN (PAF 26-215)

We are in receipt of your correspondence dated July 15, 2026 and are providing the following response:
Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft bill. The Administration supports codifying the Food and
Nutrition Security Plan as a countywide framework that will help align and coordinate efforts across
departments and community partners. The plan will help advance food and nutrition security, increase local
food production, reduce reliance on imports, and strengthen Maui County’s self-sufficiency and economy.

We respectfully request the following addition under the bill’s “Definitions” section:

“Food security” means having consistent access to enough food to support an active and healthy
life. (Transforming Hawai'i’s Food System Together, 2024)

Including this definition will provide greater clarity and consistency in the implementation of the plan.
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office at ext. 7855.
Sincerely,

JOSIAH K. NISHITA
Managing Director

Transmit to: ellen. mckinley@mauicounty.us and county.councili@mauicounty .us






