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MEMO TO: ADEPT-10 File

F R O M: Gabe Johnson, Chair/* ﬂ—"

Agriculture, Diversification, Environment, and Public
Transportation Committee

SUBJECT: TRANSMITTAL OF INFORMATIONAL DOCUMENT RELATING TO
BILL 98 (2026), ESTABLISHING A FOOD AND NUTRITION
SECURITY PLAN (ADEPT-10)

The attached informational document pertains to Item 10 on the
Committee’s agenda.
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and Members of the Maui County Council
200 South High Street
Wailuku, Maui, Hawai‘i 96793

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF ‘OIWI RESOURCES REVIEW AND COMMENT
TO CODIFY THE MAUI COUNTY FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY
PLAN (PAF 26-215)

Aloha Chair Lee and Members,

Mahalo for this opportunity for the Department of ‘Oiwi Resources to provide review and comment
for a Bill for an Ordinance Amending Title 22 of the Maui County Code to Establish a Food and
Nutrition Security Plan for the County of Maui.

The proposed ordinance appropriately recognizes the power of local food systems to drive health,
cultural connection, and community resilience. We particularly support the requirement that the
Food and Nutrition Security Plan incorporate Native Hawaiian knowledge, culture, and traditional
practices throughout its development and implementation. Indigenous knowledge systems have
sustained the people of these islands for centuries through integrated ahupua‘a management,
reciprocal stewardship of resources from mauka to makai, and cultivation practices that emphasize
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abundance, balance, and long-term sustainability. These perspectives should not simply inform the
plan; they should be foundational to it.

Several stated purposes of the proposed plan closely align with the Department of ‘Oiwi Resources’
strategic goals, objectives, and responsibilities. The purpose to develop innovative programs that
increase access to nourishing, culturally relevant foods while lowering rates of chronic disease
reflects the Department's commitment to improving community well-being through culturally
grounded approaches. Native Hawaiians continue to experience disproportionate rates of chronic
disease. According to the Kaiser Family Foundation's 2024 analysis of federal health data, Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander adults experience chronic disease mortality rates more than twice that
of the general population. Likewise, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services identifies
heart disease, cancer, diabetes, and stroke among the leading causes of death affecting Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander populations. These disparities reinforce the importance of expanding
access to healthy, culturally relevant foods while supporting prevention through community-based
and culturally informed strategies.

The Department also strongly supports the emphasis on mauka-to-makai resource management and
educational pathways. These concepts reflect the traditional Hawaiian understanding that the health
of forests, streams, wetlands, agricultural lands, coastal ecosystems, and communities are
inseparable. Strengthening educational opportunities that connect youth, families, schools, and
community organizations with traditional agricultural practices, ‘ike kiipuna, resource stewardship,
and local food production helps perpetuate cultural knowledge while developing the next generation
of environmental and community leaders.

Protection of agricultural resources, increased local food production, sustainable natural resource
management, preservation of Native Hawaiian cultural practices, improved public health, climate
resilience, and stronger community self-sufficiency are food security priorities of the Countywide
Policy Plan, and the Maui, Moloka‘i, and Lana‘i Island Plans as well as the Maui County Food and
Nutrition Security Plan. Integrating Native Hawaiian knowledge into food-system planning for the
County through this ordinance provides a meaningful opportunity to implement these long-standing
community priorities in a coordinated and measurable manner.

The Department of ‘Oiwi Resources recommends the codification and implementation of this Plan
in collaboration with the designated County departments and agencies, community organizations,
educators, agricultural practitioners, and cultural practitioners. We believe our role in advancing
Native Hawaiian knowledge, promoting culturally grounded educational opportunities, supporting
stewardship of natural and cultural resources, and strengthening relationships between communities
and their ‘aina will contribute meaningfully to the Plan’s long-term success. Given the ordinance’s
explicit requirement to incorporate Native Hawaiian knowledge, culture, and practices, the
Department of ‘Oiwi Resources should have a defined and ongoing role in implementing the Plan
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and ensuring these foundational principles remain central as the Plan is developed, executed, and
periodically updated.

Mahalo for advancing this important initiative. The Department of ‘Oiwi Resources respectfully
supports the passage of this bill for an ordinance amending Title 22, Maui County Code, Establishing
a Food and Nutrition Security Plan, and we look forward to helping build a healthier, more resilient,
and culturally grounded food system for the people of Maui County.
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John Kapono‘ai Molitau, Director
Department of ‘Oiwi Resources, County of Maui
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