RYAN K.P. KANAKA'OLE
CHAIRPERSON

JOSH GREEN, M.D.
GOVERNOR | KE KIAAINA

KENNETH S. FINK, M.D., MGA, MPH
MOSES K.N. HAIA, IlI, J.D.
LAWRENCE H. MIIKE, M.D., J.D.
JUANITA N. REYHER-COLON
HANNAH KIHALANI SPRINGER

CIARA W.K. KAHAHANE
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

STATE OF HAWAI‘l | KA MOKU'AINA ‘O HAWAI'|
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES | KA ‘OIHANA KUMUWAIWAI ‘AINA

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT | KE KAHUWAI PONO
HONOLTJLOU‘BSZ\(VSA%:l 96809

August 3, 2026

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY

Chair Tom Cook
Water and Infrastructure Committee
wai.committee@mauicounty.us

RE: Resolution 26-116, Relating to the Acquisition of Water System Assets
from Launiupoko Water Co., Inc. and Olowalu Water Company, Inc.
(WAI-1(10))

Aloha Chair Cook:

Thank you for your July 28, 2026 request regarding the proposed acquisition of water
system assets from Launiupoko Water Company, Inc. (LWC) and Olowalu Water
Company, Inc. (OWC).

This response reflects Commission on Water Resource Management (CWRM) records
readily available as of August 3, 2026 and addresses the current permitting status and
the general statutory process.

1. Process for transfer to the County

CWRM has not issued any ground or surface water use permits for the Launiupoko or
Olowalu hydrologic units, including the LWC and OWC systems. CWRM has received
applications for existing uses, and those applications are being prepared for public
notice under Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) § 174C-52. Under HRS § 174C-48(a),
existing uses may continue while CWRM acts on timely filed applications.

If the acquisition closes before permits are issued, the County should promptly notify
CWRM. The State Water Code does not expressly establish a procedure for substituting
a new applicant for a pending water use permit application following acquisition of a
water system.

If permits are issued before closing, HRS § 174C-59 allows a permit to be transferred,
in whole or in part, if the permit conditions remain the same and CWRM is informed of
the transfer within 90 days. A transfer involving a change in a permit condition is not
valid as a transfer and must instead be addressed through the permit modification
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process under HRS § 174C-57, with specific exceptions for counties as described
below.

2. Fire station and minor infill connections

HRS § 174C-48(b) delegates to county boards of water supply the authority to allocate
water for municipal purposes, subject to the limits of the water allocation issued to the
county in its role as a water purveyor. The Water Code’s definition of municipal use
includes public services for health and safety, protection of property from fire, and
domestic uses. HRS § 174C-57(c) exempts county agencies from the permit
modification requirements unless a modification changes the quantity of water used or
the new use would adversely affect water quality or the quantity of use of another
permittee.

Accordingly, after the County receives a final permit, individual municipal connections
within the County’s permitted allocation generally would be administered by the County,
subject to the provisions of HRS § 174C-57(c). Any specific determination would
depend on the permit terms and the facts presented at that time.

3. Current allocations, reported use, and comparison to resource limits

Groundwater

The current sustainable yields for the Launiupoko and Olowalu aquifer systems are 7
million gallons per day (mgd) and 2 mgd, respectively.

The following table compares the June 2026 12-month moving average (12-MAV)
reported pumpage for the two aquifer systems against the current sustainable yields.
The most recent six months of reported groundwater pumpage information for the two
aquifers are also provided below.

Not reflected in the tables below are withdrawals from two sources in the Launiupoko
aquifer system. The Strombeck Well (State Well No. 6-5139-003) has not reported
current pumpage, but has a 45 gallon per minute pump with a theoretical maximum
capacity of 64,800 gallons per day. Kahoma Tunnel 2 (State Well No. 6-5437-002) is a
flowing tunnel, with flow last measured on July 12, 2023, at 2.165 million gallons per
day. Accordingly, the tables below should not be read as a complete accounting of
groundwater withdrawals from the Launiupoko aquifer system.
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. Sustainable yield | June 2026 12-MAV .
Aquifer system (mgd) (mgd) Difference (mgd)
Launiupoko 7.000 1.829 5.171
Olowalu 2.000 0.272 1.728

Launiupoko aquifer system

Report month Reeg[ﬁfﬁ'e"('g:f)h'y pﬁ‘l;fgggg ?:123&) 12-MAV (mgd)
January 2026 44,038,640.975 1.421 2.219
February 2026 40,444,167.183 1.444 2.206
March 2026 32,363,930.355 1.044 2.117
April 2026 19,254,314.068 0.642 1.996
May 2026 43,251,332.297 1.395 1.926
June 2026 38,884,849.010 1.296 1.829
Olowalu aquifer system
Report month Reeg:‘ltﬁ:lierr(lgglt)hly pﬁ‘rﬁgggz ?:‘glé) 12-MAV (mgd)
January 2026 11,138,536.022 0.359 0.402
February 2026 3,768,394.755 0.135 0.371
March 2026 2,840,048.804 0.092 0.336
April 2026 2,848,411.931 0.095 0.298
May 2026 3,939,725.524 0.127 0.282
June 2026 3,654,928.545 0.122 0.272
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Surface Water

Surface water availability varies with actual streamflow and is subject to the applicable
instream flow standard. Therefore, CWRM cannot identify a fixed amount of surface
water available for the LWC and OWC systems. CWRM provides the following
information regarding general water availability on the surface water sources that are
diverted by the two systems.

The most recent, readily available summary of flow statistics covers January 2021
through March 2025.

Stream Mean daily flow | Median daily flow | 14-day low flow
Launiupoko 0.313 0.271 0.017
Kaua‘ula 4.401 3.558 1.545
Olowalu 3.57 1.80 0.18

Please contact me at ciara.wk.kahahane@hawaii.gov or (808) 587-0214 if you have any
further questions or if we can be of additional assistance.

Olai ka wai,

CIARA W.K. KAHAHANE
Deputy Director
CK/skr

c: Mayor Richard T. Bissen, Jr. (mayors.office@co.maui.hi.us)
Maui County Council Budget, Finance and Economic Development Committee
(bfed.committee@mauicounty.us) re: BFED-62
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WAI Committee

Kahahane, Ciara WK; mayors.office@co.maui.hi.us; BFED Committee

Response fr CWRM Deputy Director re Resolution 26-116 (WAI-1(10) & BFED-62)
Letter re Res 26-116.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from suzanne.m.kariya-ramos@hawaii.gov. Learn why this is

important

Aloha Chair Cook -

On behalf of Deputy Director Ciara Kahahane, please see attached correspondence. No hard copy to

follow.

Mahalo nui loa,

Suzanne Kariya-Ramos

Executive Asst. to Deputy Director Ciara Kahahane
Commission on Water Resource Management
Department of Land & Natural Resources

(808) 587-0214





