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HLU Committee

From: K Martin <ikuwa74@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 4:45 PM
To: HLU Committee
Subject: Testimony for HLU-17 BILL 89 (2026), BILL 90 (2026), AND BILL 91 (2026),
Attachments: Testimony for Bills 89, 90, 91.pdf

Aloha,   
Please accept my testimony (attached pdf) in support of  HLU-17 BILL 89 (2026) BILL 89 (2026), BILL 
90 (2026), AND BILL 91 (2026). Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns.  
Mahalo!  

 You don't often get email from ikuwa74@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   



Wednesday August 5, 2026


TO: Honorable Chair and Members, Housing and Land Use Committee

RE: HLU-17, Bills 89, 90 and 91 (2026), Ha‘iku Fire Station

POSITION: SUPPORT


Chair and Members,


Aloha my name is Kalae Martin. I’m born and raised on the island of Maui, a part time 
resident in Keʻanae and spouse of a Maui Country Firefighter of 27 years. I am in strong 
support of Bills 89, 90 and 91 to have a Haʻiku Fire Station and staff adequate 
personnel to support our Maui community. 


I have personally witnessed many emergency calls first hand on the road to Hana and 
in Keʻanae (i.e. medical, car accidents, rescues, etc). Most time residents or good 
samaritans are the first on scene calling 911 (if you’re able to get reception), bringing 
care and comfort to the patient to the best of their ability until first responders arrive. We 
have had many close encounters with family members needing medical attention and in 
one case it hit close to home. Our son had an accident using a machete which severed 
a vein in his arm. The fire department and medics from Hana and Paia were set up at 
the Keʻanae ballpark to a rescue another resident in the Wailua area. After assessing 
both our son and the other patient they were able to safely medevac him to the hospital 
and transport the other patient by ambulance. Thankfully they were both able to be 
treated but needless to say time is of essence and every second counts which makes it 
imperative to have a fire station closer that can cut down the response time for 
emergencies. 


In addition, we know Maui’s population and development is ever increasing. It takes a 
toll for first responders specifically the Maui Fire Department in Paia and Makawao to 
cover their area as well as Haʻiku area which is vast. The particular property that is 
trying to be rezoned is in an ideal area for the fire station due to the access points off of 
Hana Highway. There are many connecting roads that Haʻiku Fire Station can rapidly 
access to assist the residents in need. 


In closing, The Maui County Fire Department Mission Statement is “To protect and 
preserve life, environment and property.” It is essential we holomua with this much 
needed station in Haʻiku for the safety and protection of our growing community.


Mahalo nui loa for your time and consideration. 


Me Ka Haʻahaʻa, 

Kalae Martin 



