






































IEM Committee

From: Haley Randell <Haley@CenterforFoodSafety.org>
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2016 6:16 PM

To: IEM Committee

Subject: HCFS Testimony for pesticide-free parks
Attachments: Ashley_Sylvia_Maui Parks Testimony.docx

Aloha Infrastructure and Environmental Management Committee,

Please see attached testimony for the Hawai‘i Center for Food Safety’s Ashley Lukens & Sylvia Wu, who will be testifying via
video-conference. The testimony is in support of pesticide-free parks.

Mabhalo,

Haley Randell
Science & Research Intern, Hawaii Center for Food Safety
1132 Bishop St. Suite 2107
Honolulu, HI 96813
(o) (B08) 681-7688 ext. 4 (c)(860)917-3853
www.centerforfoodsafety.org
@CFSTrueFood
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Maui Infrastructure and Environmental Management Committee

Hawai‘i Center for Food Safety Strongly Supports Pesticide-Free Maui Parks

Dear Chair Cochran, Vice Chair Hokama and Members of the Committee,

My name is Dr. Ashley Lukens and | am the Hawai‘i Director for the Center for Food Safety
(CFS). CFSis a nationwide public interest, sustainable agriculture nonprofit organization whose
mission centers on furthering the public’s right to know how their food is produced, through
labeling and other means. We have over 750,000 farmer and consumer members across the
country, including nearing 10,000 in Hawai‘i. On behalf of CFS and our members, | thank you
for the opportunity to speak to you today regarding this important issue.

CFS has been dedicated to addressing the human health and environmental impacts of our
increased reliance on pesticide use in food production, both in the State of Hawai‘i and
nationally. We were instrumental in providing legal and communications support in the
passage of numerous ordinances relating to pesticide use and disclosure, such as Kaua‘i’s Bill
2491. Since 2014, as the inaugural director here in Hawai’i, | have worked closely with
community members across the state, in all counties, and have played an instrumental role in
the passage of Maui’s moratorium on GE production until companies submit environmental and
public health impact assessments.

[ am writing in strong support of implementing integrated pest and environmental
management on Maui County Property. Pesticide-free parks are imperative to create safe
places for children and families to gather and play.

While children often explore with their hands and put objects in their mouth, they are
inadvertently putting the chemicals from the playscape, grass, and sandboxes in their mouths
as well. Parks are a place that parents should think of first to enjoy a day with their child, but
with the medical literature piling up about the negative effects of pesticide exposure on
developing bodies, parks are not as safe as they seem.

It is critical that the county take action to reduce childhood pesticide exposure because toxic
exposure to pesticides during fetal,’ neonatal,” and infant life can disrupt critical
developmental processes. Early life pesticide exposure has been linked to long-term health
effects including cancer,” decreased cognitive function,*¥Vil behavior problems, % birth
defects and other adverse birth outcomes,** and asthma

Specifically, according to a 2012 report by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) entitled
“Pesticide Exposure in Children,” children exposed to chronic, low-level exposure to pesticides
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are at a risk of neurodevelopmental disabilities like autism and ADHD*iXvxvxvi Jeykemig*vibxviiixix
and asthma»xixi,

Nine of the ten studies examining pesticides and brain cancer that have been conducted since
1998 demonstrated an increased risk estimate of brain tumors with maternal and/or paternal
exposure to pesticides, though not all achieved statistical significance. One study, which
involved 321 cases, demonstrated that maternal exposure to insecticides before or during
pregnancy was associated with a 90% greater risk of astrocytoma (a type of brain cancer)in
the child, as well as a trend to higher risk in exposed fathers®i,

While many progressive states like Connecticut and cities like Portland, OR and Seattle, WA
have mandated pesticide-free parks and playgrounds®™V, Hawai‘i lags behind and still allows
chemicals to be sprayed in areas that our keiki frequent. Due to the overwhelming medical
literature on the negative effects of pesticide exposure on children, | strongly urge Maui County
to remove toxic pesticides from county parks.

It is entirely within the authority of Maui County to impose limitations on the use of pesticides
on County property. For example, California and Ohio both contain clauses in their states’
relative pesticide statutes that expressly preempt local regulation of pesticides.”™ Yet, counties
in both states have enacted pesticide management policy and ordinances that would regulate
and ban the uses of certain pesticides on county lands, citing concern with the potential
impacts of pesticide use on human health and the local environment.*¥ The lack of any ongoing
litigation challenges to these measures further support the legality of the County’s proposed
actions to remove toxic pesticides from county lands.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony, and | am happy to provide further analysis
or respond to any follow-up questions from the Committee.

Respectfully,

Ashley Lukens, PhD
Director, Hawai‘i Center for Food Safety
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Sylvia Wu
Staff Attorney, Hawai‘i Center for Food Safety / Center for Food Safety
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From: sunny savage <sunnysavage@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2016 12:16 PM
To: IEM Committee
Subject: Testimony for IEM Committee Mtg - pesticides

To the Infrastructure and Environmental Management Commiittee,

My name is Sunny Savage-Luskin and | am a private citizen from Haiku. After bringing my concerns and photo
evidence to the Parks & Rec Commiittee, regarding the spraying of pesticides at Haiku School and at our Haiku
Reservoir, I looked at the Maui County website and saw in the Parks Listing that there are 125 Park & Rec areas
managed by the County...I was totally amazed! When residents go out to play our parks are the main point of
contact people have with the natural world and the biodiversity that is unique to Maui County.

I'd like to bring to the Committee's attention to one of the lenses through which I see the world, as a forager.
Imagine spending time at Ho'okipa with your family through the seasons watching the sea grapes (Coccoloba
uvifera) ripen, only to have them be sprayed with pesticides year after year. Aweoweo (Chenopodium oahuense) greens
being sprayed at Kanaha Park, or field and forest intersecting at Keokea Park which has been incessantly spraying
wild edible plants like cat's ear (Hypochaeris radicata) and gotu kola (Centella asiatica) for years. The average
number of species that a person comes into contact with at our public parks has significantly decreased as we have
moved towards heavily manicured and pesticide-intense practices.

I am excited to hear today's panel of experts, who can provide us with real solutions and a model to enact. We
learned from PCB's that biotech/chemical companies like Monsanto have knowingly lied to the public before, so it
is encouraging to have the community engaging on this issue. I hope that the new vision where roadways and parks
are kept clear through appropriate plantings & mulching techniques, mechanical management and emergency
application of organic pesticides will also include a shift in the language and value we put on our wild food and
medicine plants in these public places. Imagine a place where Hawaiian Traditional Practitioners can gather foods
and medicines, people can walk their dogs at the park and have their children play without the worry of pesticide
exposure, It is ok if it doesn't look so manicured. A healthy environment with manual clearing of trails and facilities
is safe. Giving people a beautiful connection point with nature, a place outside of their homes to connect with the
natural world, is satisfying and deeply nourishing.

Thank you for your consideration and work to hear the community.
Sincerely,
Sunny Savage-Luskin
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From: Ryan Luskin <ryan@ryanluskin.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2016 1:34 PM
To: IEM Committee
Subject: Spraying Near Parks and School

| applaud your efforts to eliminate the use of pesticides on roadways, and at parks and schools. Great job Elle.
Seems common sense is not so common. Thank you for helping to rid our parks, schools and roadways of
pesticides.

Thank you,

Ryan J. Luskin M.A.

Real Estate Salesperson R(S)
Coldwell Banker Island Properties
808-442-2957
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From: Grazia Caroselli <grazia2u@earthlink.net>
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 1:10 PM
To: IEM Committee
Subject: Stop spraying pesticides on the turtles in Hawaii Please!

PLEASE! Stop spraying pesticides on the turtles in Hawaii. Please! We care very much what happens to these creatures
that used to live as long as humans do.

Cordially,

Grazia Caroselli

Evolve Productions
4181 Mildred Avenue
L.A., CA. 90066
P:310.390.8168
C:310.717.7566
grazia2u@earthlink.net

"Strive to not be a success, but rather to be of value" - Einstein




