ON

GET Committee

From: thorne abbott <thorneabbott@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, January 19, 2019 11:16 AM

To: GET Committee; Mike J. Molina; Keani N. Rawlins; Kelly King; Yukilei Sugimura
Subject: In support of GET-1(18) Michele McLean, Planning Director

Attachments: GET1-18 M MclLean.pdf

Please see the attached testimony.

Mabhalo!

Thorne Abbott

Coastal Planners, LLC

(808) 344-1595

For additional information visit http://www.CoastalZone.com



January 19, 2019

Committee Chair Michael J. Molina (mike.molina@mauicounty.us)
GOVERNANCE, ETHICS, AND TRANSPARENCY COMMITTEE
Council Chamber and Councilmember offices

Kalana O Maui Building, 8th floor

200 S. High Street

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793

RE:  Appointment of the Planning Director- Michele McLean GET-1(18)
Aloha Chairmen Molina and Committee Members:

| strongly support the appointment of Michele McLean to the Director of the Planning
Department. | have been actively involved in the planning professional both as a
regulator and as a private consultant for over 15 years on Maui. | respect Michele’s
approach to problem solving and her inclusion of staff ideas, perspectives and debate
on sticky planning problems, of which there are many on Maui. Department staff
respect her for this inclusive type of leadership. Having predictability and consistency
in the decision making process is very important to landowners and the development
and conservation community. | did not always agree with Ms. McLean’s decisions, but |
respect the strong, organized, recordable means by which those decisions were made,
how they were reached, and that they were memorialized for later reference.

Her many years of service to the County as Deputy Director is an added benefit that
will make her a much more effective and efficient Director than someone who has not
been actively engaged in recent Planning Commission meetings. | have great
confidence that she can get the job done and instill the types of changes needed to
facilitate better planning and greater sustainability in Maui County. Please confirm her
appointment!

Mahalo!

Thorne Abbott

Coastal Planners, LLC

117 Loi Pohaku Place,
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
ThorneAbbott@yahoo.com




CC:

Committee Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez (keani.rawlins@mauicounty.us)
Council Chair Kelly T. King (Kelly.king@mauicounty.us)

Council member Yuki Lei K. Sugimura (yukilei.sugimura@mauicounty.us)
Get.committee@mauicounty.us




