IEM Commiittee

From: Christel and John Blumer-Buell <blubu@hawaii.rr.com>

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 12:59 PM

To: IEM Committee

Cc: Sen. J. Kalani English; repdecoite@Capitol.hawaii.gov; Mayors.Office@ mauicounty.gov;
Maui_County Council_mailbox; Elle Cochran; Robert Carroll; corpcoun@mauicounty.gov;
Sandy Baz

Subject: IEM-10 LOWER NAHIKU BRIDGE HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS (NAHIKU). Public

Testimony. Please Confirm Receipt.
Attachments: [EM-10 LOWER NAHIKU BRIDGE HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS (NAHIKU) .pdf



Contact Persons for Community Petitioners
Terry Kristiansen P.O. Bo 841, Hana, HI 96713, 808-248-7600 <greentoes @alohaservices.net>
Irene Pavao P.O. Box 873, Hana, HI 96713, 808-248-8584 <iphana@yahoo.com> and John
Blumer-Buell P.O. Box 787, Hana, HI 96713, 808-248-8972 <blubu@hawaii.rr.com>

January 25,2016

Maui County Council Infrastructure and Environmental Management Committee,
Elle Cochran, Chair.

200 South High Street, Wailuku, Hawaii 96793
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January 25,2016

Subject: IEM-10 LOWER NAHIKU BRIDGE HEALTH AND SAFETY
CONCERNS (NAHIKU).

Aloha Chair Cochran and Committee Members,

Community Petitioners recently submitted a petition to Mayor Arakawa with Cc: to
State Representatives, the Maui County Council, the IEM Committee and the EAR
Committee. The petition states:

“I SUPPORT REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF THE LOWER NAHIKU

BRIDGE AND REPAIR OF THE KUHIWA GULCH CULVERT AS THE PRIORITIES
FOR THE FY 2017 COUNTY OF MAUI BUDGET FOR LOWER NAHIKU. I DO NOT
SUPPORT FUNDING OF THE PROPOSED NAHIKU COMMUNITY CENTER”.

In moving toward resolution of IEM-10, “LOWER NAHIKU BRIDGE HEALTH
AND SAFETY CONCERNS (NAHIKU)” and EAR-26, “Proposed Nahiku
Community Center”, we suggest the Economic Development, Energy, Agriculture,
and Recreation Committee and the Infrastructure and Environmental Management
Committee publish simultaneous and timely agendas announcing back to back site
visits and meetings in Lower Nahiku. This will enable residents to be heard and
the council to conveniently access the Lower Nahiku Bridge and the proposed
Nahiku community center sites. The two issues are closely related and in close
proximity to one another.
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The community will provide shelter, chairs and refreshments. The nearby Nahiku
Congregational Church pavilion is a convenient optional location for meeting if
there is heavy weather.

The Kuhiwa Gulch Culvert issue is not, currently, on your committee “List of
Matters”. Please consider adding this important issue to your “List of Matters”
and meeting agenda. This would enable residents to testify regarding the issue.
This is a life and death situation for some community members that live on the
Hana side (south) of the culvert. It could be added as a site visit, time permitting.

Brad Taylor, Nahiku community member who lives on the Hana side (south) of
Kuhiwa Gulch, talked with Hana Fire Department representative Gayle Notestone
and Maui County Public Works Director David Goode regarding the culvert. We
understand Director Goode told Mr. Taylor last year an engineer would be sent to
look at the Kuhiwa Gulch Culvert to determine needed repairs. We do not know if
that has been done.

It is our understanding Mr. Taylor was told the Hana Fire Department cannot serve
residents on the south side of the culvert because of concerns regarding a collapse
of the culvert. We have been told by Mr. Taylor he drives heavy equipment over
the culvert to make a living. Understandably, he is gravely concerned with the
situation.

LOWER NAHIKU BRIDGE HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS need to be addressed,
resolved and funded as soon as possible. The situation is urgent. The State of
Hawaii and County of Maui have failed to resolve issues involving the bridge
for decades. The state and county seem to treat the responsibility like a “hot
potato”. The fact is the Lower Nahiku Bridge and road to the Nahiku Landing are
part of the OLD GOVERNMENT ROAD that historically went from the Nahiku
Landing and ended at Ulaino to the south. The route from the landing and over
the bridge have been in continuous use for more than a hundred years.
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Your committee is in the best position to hold hearings, collect and compile
historic and current information and solve the problems.

The County of Maui has repaired, rebuilt and maintained the Lower Nahiku Bridge
and road for decades. Today, there appears to be a dispute regarding the legal
easement of the bridge. This is an old government road going back before
statehood. There should not be a dispute over the location.

Members of the Nahiku community made a materials list to rebuild the bridge.

The cost was around $10,000 (ten thousand dollars). Volunteers are willing to
rebuild it. According to one community member who met with Mayor Arakawa,
Council Member Carroll and others the administration was going to have a
structural engineer look at the bridge. Has that been done? The Nahiku
community has not received regular or valid reports. It should be noted several
community members have stated the current failure of the bridge is the result of the
County of Maui not using treated lumber in making previous repairs.

Now, Council Member Carroll and Administration are talking about building a
“modern” bridge. The historic and unique Lower Nahiku is made from wood, not
concrete. To rebuild the historic structure would not be difficult.

Health and safety issues are not the only issues needed to be addressed:

a) Currently, owners of property on the makai side of the bridge are cut off from
vehicular access to their properties. They have no choice but to walk across the
bridge to access their properties. The owners pay county property taxes, yet do not
receive the historical services they have received from the County of Maui. That
includes repair and maintenance of the historic bridge. There are looming liability
issues facing the County of Maui if the situation is not addressed soon.

Again, your committee is in the best position to solve the problems.

b. Availability emergency services for tourists and residents have been severely
hampered by the bridge closure. This is a dangerous situation. Hana’s EMT
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emergency services, the Hana Fire Department and local residents are in the best
position to comment on the situation.

We thank you for your careful consideration of these serious matters and questions.

We look forward to your responses to the enclosed information and suggested
meeting in Lower Nahiku. We welcome requests for information. Please email all
three of us. Or, call one of us. We will forward your communications to the
community and concerned citizens for their information, responses and
suggestions.

Sincerely yours,

Terry Kristiansen, Irene Pavao and John Blumer-Buell.

Contact Persons for Community Petitioners and concerned citizens.


















