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"Beach Erosron, Sea Level Rise, Storms and Flooding Impacts on County Infrastructure` (IEM•26h whs:J) 

is on the Agenda for Monday, March 20, 2.017, 

Aloha Eke Cochran and Infrastructure & Envronment Committee members, 

Mahalo for the oenortrinrty to testify on this very important subject. 

We support that Maui County starts hudgetrng and planning for Coastal erosion is,,ues now and for the 

future. Science has shown that the oceans are getting warmer and the water levels are rising. Sea levels 

rising contribute to Beach Erosion, increased storms and flooding that affect Maur County infrasti ucture. 

Ocean water temperature getting warmer affect the Corals in near shore water that help buffer the 

coastal and from erosion. 

We testify that Kahana Bay is in need of your support, ass all of the West Side of Maui. There is much 

hapoening up and down the West coast and I'm sure, beyond that, whrch we don't see OIOWOIU, 

Kaanapah beach, North Kaanapali beach, Honokowr, Kahana, Napili Bay are experiencing the results of 

Storm surge causing beach erosion that endangers Maui County infrastructure, such as, Lower 

Honoap'iiani Road & Sewer Pump station at Pohaku Park and Sewer fines in Kahana. 

The following items are haportant to start budgetrng for and fund 

* 	Establish a County fund for cost matching private beach nourishment prows.... 

Sponsor a study on locatrng offshore sand resources with potential for beach replenishment 

• Arlocate a portrcn of the annual budget to a dedicated beach management fund, which would 

be used for and banking, shoreline access and beach and dune rce;tcrdtlorr proructs as well as 

continued coastal zone research and nionitoring. 

• We also support Maui County/State consider adding a fee to airplane tickets, car rrnCds or a 

local tax to help fund thrs ongoing beach erosion mitigation 

As you may already know, Artkde X of the Hawaii State Constitution mandates the state to conserve 

and protect Hawaii's natural resources for the benefit of present and future generations. Because the 

stare owns the beaches and is the trustee of that resource, it is the state that has the fiduda 

responsibility to take the lead in beach management. We are hoping that we can look forward to the 

State taking the lead on this and future erosion issues in the State. 

The DLNR is to develop a Strategic Plan for protecting our Coastal Lands. Were hoping that the Maui 

County Council ensures that the "Beach Management Plan for Maui" aligns with it  The obiective of 

these plans should Include obmrctves, and the public dialogue it seeks to foster, to outkne 

socioeconomic and technical mechanisms for conserving and restoring Hawaii's beaches in a frarnewors 

of mtgatng erosion impacts and reducing exposure to coastal hazards for future generations. 

It is a complex problem as there are multple agencies that need to be involved. We need plans to help 

faciirtete all of these agencres working concurrently to fast track the initratives your plannrng, 

• Federal AuthahrV through the Army Corp of Engineers, as they are res porisib!e for Navigable 

"A'aters, from the High Water Mark to 200 miles, for burldinganything that can effect t:hat, U;' 

well Clean Water Act, etc., Need Permits. 
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• State of Hawaii, Dept of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), is the trustee of coastal auth In 

include the beaches Need Permits there. 

• Maui County, Planning Department is responsible to enforce Stare and County laws, there a a 

permftting process, as well. 

While these long-term protects may take between 3 to S years to design. permit and construct, the 

County may also consider smallek indvidual emergency projects that could be per mitted under the 

Small-Scale Beach Nourishment (SSBN) regulation. These projects would address the urgent need to 

protect the coastline, as well as serve as pilot projects to demonstrate the use of nourishment: along 

wrlb gee-bag T -head groins. Perhaps the State could/would have to allow a bit LARGER SrnallScaie 

project. 

Our Kahana Bay community is working together with Maui County Planning department for a SOiUtiOfl to 

this chronic and now acute problem. There are now 3 properties, Valley isie, Royal Kahana & the 

Hololani that have temporary permits for Sand Bag Revetments. It started with the Heloienr installing 

their revetment, then heading south the Royal Kahana had to instalt one in 2015 to protect fw'ther toss 

Then in the Spring of 2016 the Valley lie installed theirs. Guess what? After the Valley We ustaHed,  

their revetment, the problem is moving down the line to the Sands of Kahana. These 9 condo 

properties generate a lot of Tax Revenue and support all the people that work at and around these 

properties, plumbers/electrcians, local businesses, etc... 

Our community group underst:ands that this needs to a Public/Private project.. We want to protect our 

property and beaches and the State/County should want to protect the beaches that horn protect 

infrastructure. 

• The Kahana Bay group has put together a Steering Committee to address the next steps and 

how to fund getting the Environmental Assessrnc-rrt/impact study going. We are hoping the 

County will provide matching funds. 

• Concurrently, our community group is going to investigate how to get  Maui County 

"Improvement Dstrict going per: Maui County Improvement Dratrir: r or dinarice - Tale 14 Public 

Services, Article 3 Improvement Districts. This may be the best option to get this pr cress tne 
and funded. 

These 3 properties have already spent an estimated $2 million to build these temporary revetments to 

protect further loss of their property We really need the Stale to come torward and help fac.rirtate a 

solution 

We view the institution of a Beach Management Pin for Maur a very positive stepi 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

Aloha, 

erry A tv'larm Schrcrecle 
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