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Public health: 
the health of the population as a whole, especially as the 

subject of government regulation and support.
the branch of medicine dealing with public health, including 

hygiene, epidemiology, and disease prevention 

What is Public Health? What is Public Health? 



Hawaii Health SnapshotHawaii Health Snapshot

24%

40.8%

Adult obesity rate
40.8% for Native 

Hawaiians

11%

Hawaii workers 
commuting by active 

transportation

70%

Middle schoolers that 
do not meet national 

physical activity 
recommendations

Hawaii ranking for 
most dangerous state 
for pedestrians over 

age 65

1st



 State-wide non for profit organization 
 Member of the National Network of Public Health Institutes 
 Funding from different federal, state, organizational sources and 

foundations

Who is HIPHI?Who is HIPHI?



Since 1996 – More than 20 years of advocating 
to reduce tobacco use, eliminate exposure to 
secondhand smoke and regulate ESD’s.



Obesity Prevention Task Force

• Senate Bill 2778  - became Law July 2012 –
Created Childhood Obesity Prevention Task 
Force.

• Each year, the Task Force pursues legislation to: 

• decrease consumption of sugary drinks

• improve access to healthy food

• improve the built environment and physical 
activity



Maui Nutrition and Physical 
Activity Coalition 

 2006 convening of Hawai‘i stakeholders 
 Decision - county coalitions are necessary to reach the 

common goals of reducing obesity and chronic diseases 
such as heart disease and diabetes among all Hawai‘i 
residents

 Maui NPAC forms in 2008 
 Physical Activity and Nutrition Summit in 2013
 Central Maui Pedestrian and Bike Master Plan
 CTFH transitions to Hawaii Public Health Institute 2013
 Maui NPAC transitions to HEAL in 2016
 HEAL program transitions to a program of HIPHI 

(previously under UH) with funding from DOH. 



 HEAL is a statewide initiative 
 active coalitions in Maui County, Hawaiʻi Island, Kauaʻi, Oʻahu.

 comprised of volunteer stakeholders representing various businesses, County 
departments, and organizations. 
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eat healthy foods, and live in healthy communities. 
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Built Environment

 Promote community awareness of 
built environment projects and 
benefits 

 Collaborate with key stakeholders, 
businesses, and landowners to build a 
system of connectivity to make it 
easier to exercise and safely walk to 
school, where feasible.

 Priorities: 
 Complete Streets policy and 

implementation 

 Complete Streets Demonstration 
Projects 

 Safe Routes to School programs 

 Vision Zero 

 Promote community awareness of 
built environment projects and 
benefits 

 Collaborate with key stakeholders, 
businesses, and landowners to build a 
system of connectivity to make it 
easier to exercise and safely walk to 
school, where feasible.

 Priorities: 
 Complete Streets policy and 

implementation 

 Complete Streets Demonstration 
Projects 

 Safe Routes to School programs 

 Vision Zero 

In partnership with 



Access to Healthy Food 

 Increase access to local fruits and vegetables by supporting 
SNAP/EBT at Farmers Markets in Maui County and supporting 
the Maui Food Bank’s Healthy Food Drive

 Outreach to key stakeholders to build capacity for a Food 
Policy Alliance for Maui County
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 SNAP/EBT at all Farmers Markets and Farm Stands in the 

County 
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 Choose Healthy Now 
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Workforce Wellness

 Create a Workforce Wellness toolkit and resources 
 Develop and implement a “HEAL Your Workplace” 

media campaign to promote HEAL and the 
benefits of workforce health in local 
businesses/organizations 
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 Workforce Wellness policies 

 Promotion of Stairwell prompts
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 Priorities: 
 Tobacco Flavor Ban
 youth vaping
 underage drinking 
 underage marijuana use
 consumption of sugar sweetened 

beverages. 
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Maui HIPHI Team & Maui Nui 
Youth Council  



Policies to improve and support Community Health
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