
AH Committee

From: Gordon Firestein <gfirestein@seapact.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 03, 2019 7:08 PM
To: AH Committee
Subject: Fwd: Makila Farms 201 H
Attachments: sea cliff lOb.pdf

Sending again, as not posted on the county website as of this date

Begin forwarded message:

From: Gordon Firestein <gfirestein@seapact.com>

Subject: Makila Farms 201H
Date: August 30, 2019 at 4:03 :48 PM HST
To: ah.committee@mauicounty.us

Aloha, Committee members,

Please deny the Makila Farms 201-H application.

Granted, this project does have some advantages over its version 1.0 you previously rejected. And it is
more appealing in certain respects than the Peter Martin projects you recently denied.

But the more weighty objections to those projects still exist with this one. Plus there is a significant
additional one.

I’ll start with that: Greg Brown was cited and fined on August 21, 2019 by the Planning Department for
operating an illegal short term vacation rental in Launiupoko. I’ve included documentation below. There
can be no innocent explanation for his illegal actions. Even if it were a permissible defense, which it is
not, he cannot possibly claim ignorance of the law. The only conclusion one can draw is that he chose to
flaunt that law. This at the exact same moment he is asking the county for multiple exemptions so that
he can develop way more lots than would be allowable otherwise. This must raise a very clear and
obvious red flag about whether he will comply fully with the various conditions and restrictions that
would accompany approval of his application.

A prime example of such a condition would be his adherence to the Show Me the Water requirements.

His application refers to various scenarios for supplying water, both potable and non-potable. The reality
of the chosen scenario won’t be known until some undefined moment in the future, but given his
documented willingness to flaunt the law, how can you be sure he will comply? When it comes to water,
no approval should be given based on assurances about the future, such as the quality and
productiveness of a well that has not yet been dug. It is critical that Show Me the Water in this case
ought to mean Show Me the Water Now, not Maybe I’ll Show you the Water Later.

Speaking of water, we are currently receiving ag water every other day in Launiupoko. Our 5-stage water
conservation alert is pegged at the most severe. A recent photo of the sign is shown below. We don’t
have enough water in Launiupoko now. Adding more development won’t help this situation.



Another weighty objection is fire prevention. His application shows he met with the Fire Department on
9-07-16, two years before the Hurricane Lane fire. I could find nothing in the application, other than a
discussion of fire hydrants and a fire truck turnaround, that addresses the obvious risks of wildfire to this
proposed development. And it is disingenuous to show a 500-foot “greenbelt barrier” between the
bypass and home sites. That 500-foot swath will be green only when there is rain. For most of the year,
that swath will be full of dry brown vegetative fuel, just as it is right now. In fact, the irony is that the
greener it gets during the wet season, the more voluminous the fuel in the much-longer dry season. This
fuel is within the boundaries of the development and contiguous with the fallow fields on either side of
it. A fire starting anywhere in that field can travel freely, and quickly, depending on the direction and
strength of the wind.

Another weighty objection: this application ought not to be considered until the West Maui Community
Plan Update is completed. As you heard with the Peter Martin projects, the community has expressed a
clear desire not to allow dense development in this area, and to concentrate affordable housing where
infrastructure currently exists. To approve this project now would be to completely undercut the
process and invalidate the long hours and hard work of the community volunteers who are working on
the update.

Finally, segmentation: this project is one of three. Peter Martin has publicly expressed his intention to
try again with his projects. If you approve this one, you will be laying the keystone for developing the
entire 270-acre swath, the footprint of the original Peter Martin development that he withdrew from
consideration by the State Land Use Commission. The impacts of all three projects ought to be
considered as a whole.

This project offers you 12 affordable houses for 30 years in return for your willful blindness to these and
other problems that will bear costs for the county in one way or another in perpetuity. Please don’t take
this deal. Put your efforts and the county’s resources into affordable housing where it makes good sense
for the community as a whole.
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