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Honorable Chair and Members 
  of the County Council 

County of Maui 
Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii 
 

Chair and Members: 
 

 Your Governance, Ethics, and Transparency Committee, having met 
on May 20, 2019, May 23, 2019 (reconvene), September 3, 2019, and 
September 6, 2019 (reconvene), makes reference to County 

Communication 19-178, from Council Chair Kelly T. King, transmitting a 
proposed resolution entitled “REQUIRING SETTLEMENT OFFERS IN 

HAWAII WILDLIFE FUND, ET AL. V. COUNTY OF MAUI, RELATING TO 
THE CLEAN WATER ACT, TO BE TRANSMITTED TO THE COUNCIL FOR 
APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL.” 

 
 The purpose of the proposed resolution is to direct the Department 
of the Corporation Counsel and the County’s special counsel, consistent 

with Section 3.16.020, Maui County Code (“MCC”), to transmit all 
settlement offers in Hawaii Wildlife Fund, et al. v. County of Maui, United 

States Supreme Court Docket 18-260, to the Council for approval or 
disapproval. 
 

 Your Committee notes Section 3.16.020(B), MCC, requires Council 
authorization for any settlement of claims or civil litigation in excess of 

$7,500. 
 
 Your Committee further notes Acting Corporation Counsel advised 

the Council at its meeting of April 23, 2019 that the resolution was 
unnecessary because the Department of the Corporation Counsel always 
transmits settlement offers to the Council consistent with Section 

3.16.020, MCC. 
 

 In addition, your Committee notes, Section 3.16.020, MCC, is largely 
based on City and County of Honolulu Ordinance 93-78, as seen in the 
February  17,  1999,  meeting  minutes of the Council’s  Committee of the  






































