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What 
does it take 
to change 

the 
world? 
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Sometimes it takes a child 



ton 



to make 
a village. 
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We all have a place in the village, a job to do, 
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and a lot to learn. 
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Kids don't come with instructions. 



lS. But neither do grown-ups! 



Every child needs a champion. 

Or two. 

Or three. 



Or more. 
·ee. 





And the right tool 
to get the job done. 



Every family needs help sometimes. 

Kindness 

and caring 



mes. 

and sharing 

matter. 
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Playing matters too. 

I 



And resting. 



Because the world is in a hurry, 

a1.1e 



The village needs every one of us to help 
and every one of us to believe in each other. 
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to help 
ch other. 



Children are 
born believers. 

And citizens, too. 





Let us build a village ... 
.... 





... worthy of all children. 











AUTHOR'S NOTE 

The old African proverb "It takes a village to raise a child" is a timeless reminder 
that children will only thrive if their families thrive. And in today's world 

that includes all kinds of families raising and loving children. We live in an 
interdependent world, where what our children hear, see, feel, and learn affects 

how they grow up and who they turn out to be. I believed this as a mother and 
even more strongly now as a grandmother. I have two reinforcing beliefs about 
this: Parents are the most important influences on their children, and no family, 
even the most privileged, exists in a vacuum. That's why I've worked hard over 
the years to help support families with good jobs, affordable child and health care, 
and effective public schools, as well as safe communities, clean air and water, and 
healthy food. All of us-from teachers to doctors to neighbors to employers to 

police and politicians-have to step up to support our villages. 
Science has proven how resilient children can be despite great obstacles. 

And how creative and productive they can be starting at young ages. I'm inspired 
by the children and young people I've met over the years. And this book is meant 
to spark a conversation with our youngest about what children can do to help 
make the world what they hope it will be. The task illustrated by the extraordinary 
Marla Frazee is building a playground, but it could be donating food to a homeless 
shelter or cleaning up a park or speaking out against prejudice, all of which I've 
seen children do. 

Now more than ever we need to support children and families. And when 
the news is grim or the odds seem long, look into the faces of children you know, 
and imagine what kind of country and world awaits them. I love being around 
children and reading to them and listening to the stories they tell us. That's 
especially true when it comes to my grandchildren, Charlotte and Aidan, whose 
lives and futures live in my heart. 

The simple message of It Takes a Village is as relevant as ever: We are all in 
this together. I hope you enjoy sharing this book with the children in your life. 
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For Charlotte and Aidan 
-H. R. C. 

For Hillary, from one of the grateful villagers 
-M.F. 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton 
was the Democratic Party's nominee for 
president of the United States in the 2016 
election, becoming the nrst woman in 
US history to be named the presidential 
nominee of a major political party. She 
served as the 67th secretary of state-from 
January 21, 2009, until February 1, 2013-
after nearly four decades in public service 
advocating on behalf of children and 
families as an attorney, the First Lady, and 
US senator from New York. 

She is a wife, a mother, and a grandmother. 

MarIa Frazee was awarded a 
Caldecott Honor for All the World and 
A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week 
Ever and the Boston Globe-Horn Book 
Picture Book Award for The Farmer and 
the Clown. She is the author-illustrator of 
The Boss Baby, the book that inspired the 
Dream Works Animation film of the same 
name, as well as the illustrator of the New 
York Times bestselling Clementine chapter 
book series. 

The mother of three grown sons, she lives 
in Pasadena, California. 

MarlaFrazee.com 
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