AH Committee

From: Cassandra Abdul <cassandra@nahaleomaui.org>
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To: AH Committee
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Aloha,

We herewith transmit testimony in support of owner occupied affordable workforce housing at
Lihau'ula for the Affordable Housing Committee hearing on AH-1(7.) Please call with any questions.
Mahalo,

Cassandra

Cassandra J Leolani Abdul

Executive Director & Principal Broker
Na Hale O Maui

190 N. Church Street

Wailuku, HI 96793

Ph. 808.244.6110

Mobile 808.304.3533

Website www.nahaleomaui.org

Changing lives, one home at a time.

Mission: To secure and preserve a permanent supply of affordable housing alternatives for low and
moderate income households in Maui County.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information in this message may be proprietary and/or
confidential, and is intended only for the use of the individual(s) to whom this email is addressed. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution
or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately by replying to this email and deleting this email from your
computer. Nothing contained in this email or any attachment shall satisfy the requirements for
contract formation or constitute an electronic signature.
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September 22, 2020

Honorable Tasha Kama, Chair
Affordable Housing Committee
200 S. High Street

Wailuku, HI 96793

Subject: Lihau ula Workforce Housing Project (AH-1(7))

Dear Chair Kama and Committee Members:

No one disputes the critical need for affordable housing for Maui’s workforce. It takes a
community to find and agree on the optimal ways to increase affordable and workforce housing
opportunities for our island families. The failure to provide affordable and attainable housing
accelerates the loss of island families — our children, grandchildren, family and life-long friends -
forced to move to mainland cities with lower costs of living and attainable housing
opportunities.

Housing and Land Enterprise of Maui, dba Na Hale O Maui (NHOM) is a grassroots,
membership-based Nonprofit 501 (c) 3 organization established to secure and preserve a
permanent supply of affordable housing alternatives for low- and moderate-income households
in Maui County.

West Maui Land (WML) offered 22 finished lots to Habitat for Humanity (10 lots) and Na Hale O
Maui (12 lots) in their Kahoma Homes project in Lahaina. Their generous underwriting and
selling the properties to nonprofit organizations at below-market prices, are the heart of the
affordability delivered to qualified homebuyers.

The County of Maui is a critical partner in the development of affordable and workforce
housing. NHOM’s Kahoma project received crucial Affordable Housing Funds that resulted in
the successful buildout of 12 new single-family homes that are now happily occupied by
income-qualified workforce families who work and/or live in West Mauil

N& Hale 0 Maui strongly supports affordable and workforce housing initiatives and
developments. We realized that we must continue to collaborate and work together as a
community to deliver as many homes as quickly as possible, to make inroads in the pent-up and
future housing needs in Maui County.

The Lihau'ula Workforce Housing Project in Olowalu will advance this important objective. The
homes will be affordable for Maui’s workforce and 100% owner occupied, key goals we can all
agree on. Né Hale O Maui looks forward to an opportunity to “partner” with Lihau’ula LLC to
and repeat the success at Kahoma, by providing truly affordable homes for workforce families.
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We respectfully request your favorable consideration of the Lihau'ula Workforce Housing
Project in Olowalu and increase the number of affordable and workforce homes in Maui
County. Nonprofit organizations in collaboration with for-profit developers and the County of
Maui will deliver more affordable workforce housing across a broad spectrum of need for island
families. Together, we will support our families and their desire for truly affordable housing.

Mahalo piha for your support of affordable workforce housing!

7 S
Cassandra Abdul

Executive Director

Changing lives; one home at o time!

Mission: To secure and preserve a permanent supply of affordable housing alternatives for low
and moderate income households in Maui County.




