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A municipal course in-Matii
digs deep to keep an in-house
greens renovation project on
fime and under budget
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Tobegin the renovation, Allen sp d onir the ren
then the crew  ; al metha
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Three stages of Washu Galf Courses Mo 15
qraen in 20718: newly sprigued with seashore gasgalum
in June {Pana 38, top 1eff); opan for play in Sepleribs

0, Ko and after & heawy salt mpdress-
[abiove). The sail 15 an e
wiay o eradicate weards — in fhis case,

{Pape 39, kwe
i in AL
falfy friendt

QOUSCEass

bed 1o plane the sprigs intw, Allen savs. “lt
ook us 2 weck and a hall of eight-hous days
wirh a crow of 14 guys woerking together.
"We removed ald organic marerial, in-
corprrated new silica sand and softene

up the surface w be able w have sprigs cul

into i, We still had w mainain the rese of
the goll course as best as we could. Daing
it in-house was poing to save the counry a
i lot of money, while remaining open four [:-|:1:-.-'

would help minimize aur lnsses in rovenue.”

Goodoye goosegrass
Allen knew the pooscprass would con-
| tinue to be a face of life ar Waichu,
" buc he had a plan o deal wirk thar,
4 too, Hlis choice of a saletolerant
tuifigrass variery would help,

After extensive research, Allen
conchuded  thae converting che
greens to a vanety of seashore
paspalum  curfgrass s
the wisesr

course af action, T wasn't aware ar the iimie,
but che LAGA has been recommending thar
thiis golf course be switched to paspalum far
thie lust 20 vears,” Allen says

In his quest for the right cultivar, Allen
comsulted with Paul Raymer, Pho)., profes-
sor and turlgrass breeder at the University
of Georgia in Grillin. Raymer spearheads
the renowned paspalum breeding program
thar, over the years, has produced some of
oday’s standard varieties of puspalum, in
cluding Sealsle 1, Sealsle 2000, Sealsle Su-
preme and, most recently, SeaStar scashore
paspalim

Raymer says he belicves paspalum was
the righ| choice lur the Waiehu project
“Paspalum foves Hawail,” Haymer says.
Where salt is an issue, its a no-brainer. Tt
provides @ much greater Aexihility for the
management of salr-a fFecred sires”

Allen loaked for sources of paspalum in
Hawaii and fonnd Hawaitan Turbgrass on
the istand of Oahu, rhe stare’s exclusive Ii-
censed grower of SeaSear seashore paspalum.
“We did the practice purring green
twio summers ago to help demaon-
strate to the county council

and vur gullers that this renovarion would
be a worchwhile investment and @ buge im
provemnent o Waichu,” Allen says,

The test green also pave him the chance
to experiment with using salt o combar his
higgest issue — the relentless goosegrass,
He had abways read abour using sale as weed
contral in seashore paspalum, bur Allen says
he was still surprised “ro be able 10 ger rid
of the weeds that easily. The prass didn't
d like

a growth regulator. When we were mowing,

change color,” he says, “The gale a

we weren't taking up as many clippings. The
grass was still healthy, dark green and play-
able: Tt's nor a real new racric o use salr, buae

it's a rechnique we used with success.”

In praise of paspalum
In Allen’s 23-vear wnure a5 4 golt course
superintendent, he savs he has never seen
anything root as quickly as SeaStar sea-
shore paspalum. When Allen’s crew, along
with 12 members of the parks and rec beau-
tilications crew, hand planted the SeaStar
sprigs on the back
ning greens, collars
and  approaches
of Waichu Goll
Course in the hirst




weeek of June 2018, “within two to three days,
we already lad some plenomenal roots com
i dow,” be says,

“Usually, on all ol the greens tha I've
renuvated and sprigged, you'll have o week
where the sprigs look almost dead, then a
week and a half later, with pood water sup-
ply keeping the sprigs wet, you'll see some
movement,” Allen says: *1 haven'r scen any-
thing raor thar rapidly or a prow-in as phe-
nomenal aswhar T saw with SeaSrar”

Allen eredies the Fast grow-in o several
facrors. One is simply the nature of the va-
rieey. In the Mational Turferass Fvaluarion
Program rrials and in University of Geor-
gia tests, SeaStar had excellent ek qualicy,
density, salt wlerance, leal texture and coul
weather wlerance and 4 lower propensity fou
scalping. 1n other words, it has vigor

[he planting rate was also 2 facror
The sprigs were planted ar a heavy rare
meet the 12-week playability requirement
Sprigs were planted ar two bush-
els of sprigs/100) square feet. One
bushel/ 100 square feer is standard.

“We used a pre-plan organic
fertilizer, humic acids and gyp-
sum,” Allen says. "1 imagine that
had a lot to play inco it as well,
There was plenty of food there
for the roos.

Once they starred tacking down, they juse
exploded.”

Growing environmaeant

Even the way the sprigs were grown on
the farm at Hawaiian Tuelgrass had an im
pact, “That has a lo to do with Hawaiian
Turfgrass’ growing methods and the way
they senc che sprigs,” Allen says.

While most sod producers on the main-
land grow sod directly in their farm’s native
soil, at the Hawaiian Turfprass farm in Mil-
ilani an Clahu, (a region nor far from Hono-
lulu known for ies red dirg), the grass never
touches the soil.

Instead, explains Sean Fong, president
of Hawaiian Tuelgrass, the grass is grown
on plastic sheeting thar covers the soil, The
sprigs are spread onto the plastic, then cov-
ered with a layer af high-qualiry, green wasre
eompost, The sprigs are watered four ro five
times a day and kepr moise. Depending on
the season, it takes three to five monchs o
grow into sod

W hen the sod is ready, it is sepa-
rated from the plastic and harvested
in rolls. ‘The rolls are washed
and banged together w

Left; GESAN Class A supsrntendent Todd Allan s
afan of BaaStar scashore paspalum, which he say
provides & "Uefinite “wow' factor s raws your
finn" — a3 is-avidant hare on fha 17t oresn

Above: Payl Raymer, Ph.OD., professor and
furtarass hresder st the nivarsity of Geo
spearhesds the pasgalum breeding program.

remove most of the compost growing me
dium, then shredded into sprigs.

“As the end product, when we sell the
sod or sprigs, the customer gets the entire
plant. ‘They get the plane, the root, the rhi

zome, the swlon,” Fong says. “The plan i
less stressed, and it is 1 Ligher-qualivy prod-
uct because we are not cutting the sod o
grass roots from the ground.”

[n essence, when che sprigs hir che soil of
their final destination, they are locking for
a soil medmm and are ready o take roor.

Ta ship fram Oahu ro Maui, the sprigs
arc saruratcd wich warer and loaded into
sacks. The sachy are stacked vnww pallets and

tiucked o the pore in Honoluly, abour 30
minutes away. The pallets are loaded into a
refrigerared conrainer and pur onto a barge
The h.‘.-la'gc sails the zame :1.1.}' and arrives in
Maui the nexe marning. Allen and his crew
pick them up and plant chem the same day.
The barge sails three o four rimes each
week, so timing harvest and planting is
crirical, Berween
harvest and plant-
ing ar the golf
course, the sprigs
will be no more
than two w four
davs vat hom
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Superintendeant Todd Allen
uritlerstandabily is proud of the work ha and his crew
parfrmed o renovale Waishy Golf Cowrse — especial-
Iy given the constramis of fima, meoey dod MEngower
izt affiect the Maui munl

compost to final suil. Hawaiian Turfgrass
shipped 1,800 bushels w Waichn thratiph-
our May and June of 2018 using rhis
merthad, and it was repeated in May and
June of this vear to plant the [ront nine
(nce onsire ar Waichu, the sprigs were
planted by hand. A homemade device with
10 dises attached was used w press them
down into the soft soil "so that the grass
has a soil contact o help them swart ool
ing, w give the roors 3 place o go and w
hold them into place fram our windy con-
ditions,” Allen says, “We did three preens,
collars and approachis a day, We were done
with the hack nine in a week's time, Afrer
that, we rurned the water on. We used Maui
Eko composted lawn wpdiessing o retain
moisture and give us the beneheial nuerients
and mi{,mu:;{_aulsn‘ls WiE WIS ||‘||."|l{il'||_'; for.”
Following planting, even though the
sprigs wete clean and free of weeds, Allen
knew the site still Had gooseerass sceds,
Once the SeaStar sprigs had estab-
lished roots w "4 o 5 inches, we
made two applications of salt (so-
dium chloride} o the grass iselk
Tr wiped our all of the goosegrass
weeds thar were growing, Its an
environmentally  friendly way

tw eradicate
weeds.,

Thar was une of the things we were |nﬂk|r‘|5

for — covironmenal sustainability”

SeaStar was derived [rom a single seed ar
the University of Georgia, then vegetatively
cloned. Every stolon and spuig of SeaStar is
generically idenrical  che next. Breeding
the grass in rhis way creates 4 unilonm, ge-
nerically pure stand of grass, which provides
the optimal scenario for a putting susface.

“The thing with the paspalums ... we
don't see murations arisc,” Raymer says.
And as for playabilicy, the grass tends w
hiave an upright narure. Raymer says, “With
paspalums as a greens grass, we don't see &
grain,”

Fine-tuning fertlizalion

Raymer suys that superintendenrs — cs-
pecially those who are switching from her-
mudaprass — should be aware that seashore
paspalum tequires lower levels of nirrogen.

“Most  paspalum  superintendents on
greens can take rheir N apps down dis
marically, mayhe 50%-70% of what they
do on hermuda. We recommend they use
N o manage growth, back off t reduce the
prowth encugh for repaic but not sa much
thar it would dramutically slow purting
speed,” Raymer says,

Allen agrees thar paspalum uses less ferril-
izer. "Alloc less,” Allen says. *1've real-
ized the hard way that even though
several have rold me and I've
read i, paspalum doesn’t

require N rhar much. Pve learned you barely
need two pounds a year of N, Barchy It's
just some of your murrienrs thar are noeded,
mostly magnesium, calcium, manganese,
potassium. And nse other rhings in your ar-
senal, lilee wetting agenrs, plant protccrants
and nianwsilica applications, T've seen a reduc-
tion in water, but how much T won't know
until all the greens are done.”

Allen adds, “1ts a lictle more timea-inren-
sive 1f you're wying to maintain it miowed
low and achieve a good ball roll. We do a
lot more light topdressings, brushing and
grooming, rolling. We uy to incorporate
rolling into our practices theee times a week:,

“The paspalum lvoks unbelievable and
has a beauriful dark green color throughour
the year. ScaSear has a definite ‘'wow’ Facror
and draws vour arrenton,” Allen says, "Lhis
is the right grass in che right Jocation.

To ocher superineendencs considering »
conversion to paspalum, Allen says: “TF the
conditions are like the locaon that Tm
at, where | have a lor of salr air, a lot of sca
spiay, ir's definitely an exrremely nice qual-
iy grass. lt's almast berrer than | could have
'un'.{g':m_'d.

“It’s one thing to do the research and talk
abuut it, Ie's another thing m .1:‘.':|‘-mp|l.ih all
of the things you set out for yourselfand your
course and ciew, Lhrough our crew’s hard
work and dedication to the county of Maui,
we did an surstanding job of getting all the
work done successfully aind oo time”

He adds, “For a Jnu:l:.:_:.pul g_l;ltf COLIrSe,
fiir the people of the county of Maui, w give
them a purting qualicy thacs beuer than
they've seen hefore, is an awesoms achieve
ment"

Stacie fn Roberts 1= the: peesident of Whal's: Your
Axecadn?, o writing and miarketing o based 71 Mount
Vernon, Wash, gid & agient GO eonlndutor,




