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JOHN BLUMER-BUELL
Post Office Box 787, Hana, Hawai’1t 96713
Email blubu@hawaii. rr.com

January 7, 2020 (Testimony for January 8)

Maui County Council Planning and Sustainable Land Use Committee,
Tamara Paltin, Chair |
Sent Via Email to pslu.committee@mauicounty.us with Request for

Confirmation of Receipt

Public Testimony for January 8, 2020, Meeting Regarding Agenda Items
PSLU-34, PSLU-44, and PSLU-43.

Aloha Chair Paltin and Commiftee Members,

I support the creation of the proposed Advisory Committees to the
Maui Planning Commission. However, INSTEAD, I suggest creating a
Planning Commission for each community. This will save time, taxpayer
funds and be more accessible to the communities. Legal options and due

process for participants will remain the same.

The Lanai and Molokai Planning Commissions demonstrate the
practical application. In contrast, the Hana Advisory Committee to the
Maui Planning Commission demonstrates a wasteful duplication of time
and expense. And, demonstrates how a good, legal decision in Hana can
be totally corrupted by the Maui Planning Department and Planning
Commission. The recent example of the proposed Nahiku Community
Center demonstrates how the Hana Advisory Committee to the Planning
Commission made a community supported legal decision only to be
TOTALLY IGNORED by the Maui Planning Commission. Several



commission members had never been to Nahiku and clearly did not

comprehend the applications or situation.
IT IS WAY PAST TIME FOR A HANA PLANNING COMMISSION.

I make these recommendations having served three terms on the Hana
Advisory Committee to the Maui Planning Commission. I was asked by

Mayor Hannibal Tavares to serve on the initial committee.

The Hana Advisory Committee was initiated by Council Member

Velma Santos during a very controversial land use case. Mahalo Velma!

Read the context in the July 30, 1987, Maui News story “Hana
Apartment Plan Debated”, page 2, last two paragraphs. Attached as Exhibit.

Mahalo for your careful consideration.

John (Blumer-Buell)
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Shark attack: Big Isle fishermel
real-life tale that sounds like ‘Ja

NAALEHU, Hawaii — Three Big Island
fishermen, including a 12-year-old boy, escaped
injury Tuesday night when their boat sank dftera
shark antack about nine miles:6ff South Point.

. Ka'u commercial fishermen Welter Gay, 27,
and Weston Leslie, 40, and Leslie’s son, New-

ton, were fishing for ahi (yellowfin tuna), using.

hand lines froem a 20-foou trailer boat borrowed
from Joe Hauanio of Kalapana, Gay told The
Maui News this morning, The boat was bor-
rowed because Leslie’s boat is-under repair.

- The trio had chummed the water and hauled
in six or séven ahi ranging in size up t¢ 100
pounds when a large shark hit.a fish on one of
the lines and ‘bit the nma.in half, Gay said. The
shark remained ‘near the boat. *‘waiting for us to
throw ‘more food in the water.” then staned

The shark was ‘‘right on the surface’ as it

tore at the boat's stern, Gay continiued, so Leslie
wis dble to prod it hard enough with a 44-caliber
““bang:stick™” 1o fire & round into the shark, *“We
jtsthit it with the bang stick and it rolied off and
sank;>" Gay said. o

Once the shark was gone; the trio resumed
fishing only to discover after pulling in three
more ahi that the boat was rapidly filling with
waler, »

**My parmeér-said, ‘hey, there's plenty water
coming in thi§ boat,” " Gay said, **We started

throwing the tunas back in the ocean, but by the

time wé had. grabbed the second or third fish, we
Enew we-were ‘going down. Within 2 minute or
two the boat had completely sunk. We didn’t
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By JILL ENGLEDOW
Staff Writer

HANA — Opposition was strong
last mght to a plan to build 36
“apartment units on-land in the Wakiu
area owned by Parker and Mary
Purdy. Residents reguested, and the
Putdys ‘agréed, to tonsider down-
scaling the project to veduce- the
possible impact on the communily.
Nearly 200 persons crowded
Helene Hall for a meeting of the
Planning and Land Use Ccmxmm:c
of the County Council, whose main
purpose for meeting in Hana was 10
consider the Purdy request.

The Purdy family wanis 10 change
thie staie’s zoning Fom rural 1w-urban
and wants A-1 Apartment zoning
fmm the county, Thete Is no county
zoning, because the county-does not
zone lands designited as rural by the
siate.

Speakers who opposed the project
last night said they like ‘and respeet
the Purdy family. However, “the
projectis not in the spirit.of the Hana
-Community Plan, would ot provide
‘housing loeal residents -could afford
and-would-add undesirable affic oo
close to Hana School, they said.

Critics of the plan suggested the
Purdys get together with the recenty
formed Devclopment Steering
Committee of the Hana Community
Association and try tp come up with
a compromise plan.

Mary Purdy, replying to some of
the criticism and concerns expressed,
said since a Planning Commission

one had come 1o her 1o discuss their
worries. She said the project already
has been reduced from 42 units 1o 36,
and pointed out the proposcd zoning
] would allow 100 units. -

bouses on the famﬂy,pmpgny prove
that her future rates would be
reasonable.

Asked by Coancil Member Wayne
Nishiki i she would be willing to-sit
down with the siecing commitiee 10
cousider other possiblities, Purdy
agreed (o do so.

The opponuon to the Purdy
request was in contrast to the
previous Hana meeting oo the subject
in Janvary, when almost all “who
spoke to the Planning Commission
said they favored thepmjecza&a way

Tiu ,‘aul Naws / JILL. ENGLEDOW photo
CTION AN “QUTRAGE" — John Blumer-
ing Commission ignered a petition against the
3 approved it without discussion.

meeting on the subject in Janvary, ne-

devices, aecordmg o pohce On  develo

'Iﬁxesény nxght. ‘anothér series of part © the
tlepho ic hotel bombing at
promptcd “griother €vaugation and said.

1o-¢reats jobsandhousmg for Hana,
Last night, some speakers
complained thar the Planning .
Commission paid little heed 1o JPO pro
apposition in the form of a petition HONGLI
signed by ncarby nslghbors, who  of Educatic
feared . upzoning xmght eventually will have
mean. higher property values and officers ils(
conscquently higher lanid taxes. " continue,
‘Speaker John Blumer-Buell said it Officials
was ‘‘an oz.trage" the way the -unable
Planning Commission ignored the insurance |
petition and approved the Purdy JPOsin the
request with no-diseussion. “We wi
Blumer- Buell and others -also .under any «
pomted to the history of the out there w
designation -of the Purdy land for official Euy
apartment use by the Hana meeting of
Community Plan: ' Discipline
Mike Minn, a member of the Commince
community advisory council that Since 19
devised the plan, said Mary Purdy commercial
and Alfreda Worst, who owns the police of
Heavenly Hana Inn across from the consertim
Purdys, just wanted the:r operations companies |
10 be made legal. This yea
Al the time, he said, the two weré on the conu
epcmung visitor rental-units illegally.  the state™s r
The advxsoxy council’s impression . $100,000 ¢
was that ‘all’ they wanted was 0 be  less.
legal and 10 be allowed 1o upgrade
their facilitjes, butnor to- expand.
‘Minn caﬂed for a review of the
;:_mnmnmly plan, which was passed
ive years ago. Council Planning
Commitiee chairVelma Santos said igndad{.ub ;I:Z:
the final version of the plan called The fire
for review within 10 years, and asked but crews
the Hana people 10 wail until the na i
council finishes approving the last o0, ﬁggt
two regional plans from the first ,ong0ned
round before beginning another. pam. yester
Council Member Tom Momow * g o
said he would suppor an early o,y whar

Combined

Fire bur
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Crews were

review. The Hana plan was the first The land
one done, he said, and provided a recently fe
learhing process. for all concemed,  were threat

- _including professionals giving edvice “fne by «
16:the ¢itizens-about-how. todeal:with.: eﬁ‘éﬁlm {m |

such: exxsung uon—confonmng useg =/

33 the Purdys” and Worsis”, State ba
‘Santos, replying to criticism of the HONOL
Pianning Commission”s handling of D
the request, said she will iniuate cpa"mufr
hgxslanontoc:ea::aﬂzmadvxso:y s‘ggf?o_;
commitice 1o the Planming gfa che&
Commission, such as those on . ¢
Molokai and Lanai, s
Santos said the Planning and Land P 3.0 New
Use Commiuee would defer =  contains trit

decision on the Purdy request for a

few weeks 'until the family can sit
‘down with the: s:eemlg commitiee 1o
-consider corapromises:
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