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	 	 	December	11,	2018	

Council	Chair	Mike	White	

Members	of	the	Maui	County	Council	

Kalani	o	Maui	

200	High	Street	

Wailuku,	HI	96793	

TESTIMONY	IN	SUPPORT	OF	CR	18-210	

Aloha	e	Chair	White	and	Councilmembers:	

On	behalf	of	the	Maui	NaJve	Hawaiian	Chamber	of	Commerce,	it	is	my	pleasure	to	

tesJfy	in	support	of	the	Wailuku	Civic	Complex.	Our	mission	as	a	Chamber	is	to	promote	

and	sustain	our	Hawaiian	Culture,	nurturing	a	strong	community	of	Hawaiian	Values	and	

to	enhance	opportuniJes	for	success	in	business	and	educaJon.		

We	are	quite	familiar	with	the	work	that	has	been	done	by	Ramsay	Taum	of	PBR	Hawai‘i	
to	ensure	that	Hawaiian	cultural	sensibiliJes	have	been	incorporated	into	the	Wailuku	

Civic	Complex.	Although	Ramsay	is	not	from	Maui,	we	are	pleased	with	his	community	

engagement,	cultural	experJse	and	earnest	consultaJon	with	area	kūpuna	and	

kama’āina.		We	feel	confident	that	Wailuku’s	heritage	will	be	properly	expressed	in	this	

much-needed	civic	complex.	

Our	members	have	told	us	that	there	is	growing	interest	among	local	small	businesses	

to	redevelop	and	reinvest	in	Wailuku.		This	is	important	because	we	know	that	

millennial	travelers	prefer	authenJc,	unique,	home-grown	experiences	over	the	

homogenized	experiences	offered	by	naJonal	chains	and	franchises.	By	increasing	the	

appropriaJon	for	the	Complex,	the	project	can	move	forward,	enabling	small	businesses	

to	plan	and	parJcipate	in	the	revitalizaJon	of	Wailuku	town.	We	believe	this	project	will	

benefit	the	surrounding	communiJes	of		Maui	Lani,	Waikapū,	Pi‘ihana,	Waihee,	and	

Waiehu	areas	because	the	Wailuku	Civic	Complex	is	a	keystone	component	of	a	larger	

regional	improvement	iniJaJve.		

With	the	proper	cultural	framework,	we	believe	the	Wailuku	Civic	Complex	has	the	

potenJal	for	serving	as	a	much-needed	gathering	place	and	source	of	cultural	pride	for	

the	enJre	community	of	Maui.	We	urge	the	Council	to	support	the	forward	progress	of	

the	Wailuku	Civic	Complex.	

Mahalo,	

Teri	Freitas	Gorman	

President	
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