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COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

February 5, 2021

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII. WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2021,
BEGINNING AT 9:02 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maul County Council regular meeting of February 5,
please come to order.

Members, if you've been to the Solomon Islands, you would say ... for good morning.

Madam Clerk, may we have roll call please?

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS GABRIEL JOHNSON, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND

CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

CHAIR LEE: Now... is from the Solomon Islands, yea. ... and means good morning. So,
good morning, my, my dear colleagues. And I am hoping for a very, fairly quick and
efficient meeting. So, I know some of you have some very pressing things to do with
the family, so we'll try to get through this as, as quickly as we can.

So, Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK KATHY L. KAOHU: Chair, there are nine Members present. A quorum is
present to conduct the business of the Council.

For the record, I am County Clerk Kathy Kaohu. And also present from the Office of
the County Clerk are Deputy County Clerk James Krueger and Legislative Division
staff Joyce Murashige, Lauren Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.
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Joining the meeting from the Department of Corporation Counsel is Corporation
Counsel Moana Lutey.

If the Council encounters connectivity issues that impacts quorum, the body will receive
for approx., the body will recess for approximately 15 minutes. If the connectivity
issues are not resolved, this meeting will be moved to a different date.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. And this morning our opening remarks will be presented by
Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Council Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez. That was very beautiful.

Now, everyone, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk, please proceed.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items.
Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting by
phone or video conference through the information posted on today's agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by videoconference should keep both their
video and microphones muted and should unmute them when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. Individuals may testify for three
minutes per item. When testimony, when testifying, please state your name and the
name of any organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be
testifying. Also, please identify your, please identify if you are a paid lobbyist.
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After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from Blue Jeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected
and are encouraged to monitor the meeting via Akaku Channel 53, or on
mauicounty.legistar.com, as well as Facebook Live. Individuals may also be
disconnected from the meeting at any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first person to testify this morning is Dr. Genesis Young. And Dr. Young will
be followed by Mr. Jud Cunningham.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN TESTIMONY

DR. GENESIS YOUNG (testifvina on Countv Communication No. 21-93):

Aloha. Good morning. Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Good morning.

DR. YOUNG: Thank you. Mahalo, Keani, for that beautiful introduction, or your words today.
I was very moved, and I want to thank you for that.

And I'm here to testify. I'm the Chair of the Climate Action Advisory Committee,
Subcommittee on Sustainable Tourism, under CARE Committee, and supporting the
resolution, CC 21-93 for sustainable tourism, emphasizing quality over quantity. And
I want to start by saying that tourism benefits us. It's a major economic driver on Maui,
benefiting the local economy.

And want to point out there is a resort cycle that starts with the exploration, involvement
and development of tourism, followed by consolidation, and then that leads eventually
to stagnation and decline. Now, that's where we are now. We're really in decline.
We've peaked. And that's, I think important to recognize, that without sustainability we
can't maintain, regenerate the environment, the social carrying capacity of the Maui
County or the economic benefits.

Recognize that tourism is entertainment and that we import the clients of this industry.
And this is private sector mainly, so it's not self-regulating and has a growth orientation.
It's not aimed at sustainability. Tourism does consume the resources that we have
here, and it creates waste, a lot of waste. And it competes. Tourism, by nature,
competes with the locals for those same resources and the same environment. And
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































