TO Chalr ShaneM Smenc: and EACP Commlttee Members i: . J,ﬂn’ef"?: 2019 :

;fFrom Dick Mayer dlckmayer@earthlmk net

RE: k VlSItOI‘ lmpacts to County Envnronmental and lnfrastructural Resources (EACP-S)

k Tourlsm isa lot like eatmg We need to eat in order to sustaln ourselves and support
our health Youngsters need to nourlsh their development However as we mature

' ~eat|ng too much can cause a host of problems and eventually poor health dlsabllltles

. _pa;n socxal and psychologlcal problems and pOSSlbly worse

Slmllarly, tourism lnltlally can prov:de a communlty Wlth good _]ObS a hlgher
rrk‘rrkstandard of llvmg and a more lnterestlng llfestyle However, as tourism grows it can ‘
' “beg:n to threaten the very Vlablllty of a communlty and ultlmately it can destroy ltself
kmuch like cancer damage the body in Wthh lt llves At ﬂrst there may be only small ‘
7“ irritations and mmor palns but then we ﬂnd growang llmltatlons on our actrvntles well- _
belng, and quallty of life. . . . .
After 1959 when jet planes began flymg here and Hawan became a state Maur s k
k jbusmess and polltlcal leaders had to make a deusron as to what kind of tourlsm should
gbe supported on Mau1 They could have chosen small~scale tourlsm w1th vssntors staylng ~‘ -
f;n B&B or ohanas allowmg local reS|dents to earn a supplemental lncome
However since plantatlon workers homes were usually small units that could not .
~ accommodate addltlonal v:srtors ancl were far from beaches the business leaders k
f‘ldeSIgnated West MaUl S Kaanapall and later South Maui's Wailea for large scale hotel k
7 ‘resort developments operated by off-island corporate mvestors . |
d With the steady growth of tourlsm in the past few decades Maus has become k k
bloated and many res;dents feel a need to moderate our tourasm diet. We must eat . t
1‘ :selectlvely and carefully In fact, we probably need to go ona modest diet to llmlt actual -
i negatlve lmpacts that have been llsted by others and are well documented
7 k We now recognlze the symptoms and lmpacts of overtourism and We should
f‘selectlvely manage varlous aspects of the tourism lndustry “
k What we need to do now lS to protect our tourlsm industry from destroylng ltsellc
- ‘rather than allowmg tourlsm and hotel constructlon and lllegal vacatlon rentals to grow -
| and kil both our economy and quallty of life. | - -
_ Maui has been travelmg ona road that has taken us from an agrloultural plantatlon economy lnto _

_one based on tounsm We have now reached a fork in that road and we must decnde Wthh branch of” : '

:the path, wewxll Wam,to, ,trav?l . - RECE%VEDATé/ re&tmeomé’) 18 ﬁ .



The left fork wrll contlnue the present road of rapld populatlon growth mcreasmg tounsm .

ridependence more McManstons gated communrttes and a decreasmg qualrty of lrfe for Mau1 'S long-f
time residents. - | ﬁ . |
. The nght tork wnll mean that we will change our drrectlon srgnrfrcantty by preservmg and restonng a

':‘hlgh quality of Irfe that reS|dents of Maw deserve whrle carefully proteotmg our existing: tourlst
. 'Jndustry from overdevelopment ; ‘ ' ' ’, .

- Atthough there are fmancxal foroes that mrght try to seduce County dectslon makers down the left
road of over—development Mauv has the Iegat toots that can keep us on the road to tong~term stabrirty
“and prosperlty d ' " ‘ , .

What do we need to do? We have to recogmze the tmportance of preservmg Maux s hrgh quality
tounst mdustry, and not let |t be eroded by contmued excesswe development Wlth our present full
“emptoyment any new development will mean more people movmg here, further damagrng and
dxmmlshmg our qualrty oflte. . - |
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Mauz 13&&3 Pian on page 4-14 calls for no more than one tounst for every three
res;dems

Maui tSLAt\tB resident popuiatron = 158,000
3% of the ISLAND’s Populatlon = 52,600

- Ac ding fo the Hawaii ’i‘ounsm ' 'pg

population in 2018 was 64,478 I

_ During one 2018 month the average day tourist num ber reached 74,929, and that dces not
mcfude ws:ters ?rom Oahu - ;



