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Project Team

• Applicant: 

Door of Faith Church & School 

(Pastor Richard Trier)

• Planning Consultant: 

Chris Hart & Partners, Inc.



About Huelo Door of Faith Church

• Established in 1953. 

• John Kahiamoe and his wife, Dolly Kahiamoe, originally owned the 
property. 

• Previous Pastors: Hatie Apuna & Dolly Kahiamoe.

• Current Pastor: Pastor Richard Trier / Pastor Rick (applicant).

• Current congregation: 25-30 people.

• Activities of the church: Quarterly conferences with all Door of Faith 
Churches in Hawaii, fellowship with Kahana Door of Faith Church in 
Lahaina, and various community services & community engagement 
efforts.



The Request

The requested designation will be consistent with the uses that have existed on the 
property for 60+ years.  

Existing 
Designation

Requested 
Designation

State Land Use 
District

Agricultural Rural

Paia-Haiku 
Community Plan

Agricultural Public/Quasi-Public

County Zoning Agricultural P-1 Public/Quasi-
Public



Purpose of the Request

• As the Door of Faith church structure has deteriorated over the years, 
the congregation wishes to reconstruct the existing church with the 
intention to provide a safer and comfortable building for the existing 
church members, not to grow its congregation. 

• The future church will be modestly reconstructed with a similar 
architecture of the existing structure and will remain within the current 
footprint. 

• The reconstruction aims to restore the church as a safe and resilient 
structure. However, this reconstruction plan is not allowed within the 
current land use status of the church.



Property Profile

• Existing conditions: a church structure (~1,800 sf, poor condition) and a 
hall (~2,200 sf) currently used for church-related activities); water 
tanks: 20,000 gal. for fire protection & 4,000 gal. for wastewater.

• Church capacity: up to 100 people.

• Parcel is landlocked and abutting State property on the east. 

• Revocable permit No. S-7699 grants access easement to the church.

• Access to the church from Door of Faith Road is through the State 
property.



Location Map

Source: ESRI



TMK Map

Source: ESRI and County of Maui



State Land Use 
District Map

Agricultural

Conservation

Source: ESRI and State of Hawaii LUC



Paia-Haiku 
Community 
Plan Map

Source: Maui County Planning Department
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Maui County 
Zoning Map

Source: Maui County Planning Department
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Maui Island 
Plan Map

Source: ESRI and County of Maui
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Maui Island 
Plan Protected 
Areas Map

Source: Maui County Planning Department
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Agricultural 
Lands of 
Importance to the 
State of Hawaii 
(ALISH) Map

Source: ESRI, HDOA
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Land Study 
Bureau (LSB) 
Map

Source: ESRI, HDOA
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Flood Hazard 
Assessment 
Map

Source: National Flood Insurance Program

Zone X: Outside the 0.2% annual chance floodplain



Sea Level Rise 
Exposure Area 
Map

Source: PacIOOS website



Project Overview

• Prior to approaching Councilmember Sinenci (March 2019), Chris Hart & 
Partners, Inc. consulted with the Maui County Department of Planning over the 
status of the land use associated with TMK (2) 2-9-007:032. 

• The church is determined as a nonconforming use.
• The nonconforming use may be continued as long as the building is not 

replaced, reconstructed, or enlarged [(HRS) §205-8].
• The nonconforming use must not be discontinued for longer than 12 

consecutive months.
• The Department of Planning determined that a State Special Use Permit would 

be required to resume use of the structure as church.
• Rather than apply for a State Special Use Permit ― which would require 

periodic renewals – the church decided to pursue the DBA, CPA, and CIZ. 



Project Overview

• Maui County Council (Councilmember Sinenci) initiated land use 
entitlement changes for the Door of Faith Church (Resolution No. 19-172 
adopted October 2019).

• Assessment Report submitted to Planning on December 12, 2019. 

• Maui Planning Commission hearing August 11, 2020.
• Recommended approval with no conditions.

• Transmittal to Council July 21, 2021. 
• MPC recommended “that Council strongly consider fireflow requirements for the 

area.”



Maui Fire Dept. Comments



Site Photographs

.



Site Photographs (cont.)



Site Photographs (cont.)



Site Photographs (cont.)



Site Photographs (cont.)



Site Photographs (cont.)



Site Plan

Source: SS Drafting Services & Design



Floor Plan

Source: SS Drafting Services & Design



Proposed Actions

The Maui County Council’s proposed Bills for Ordinance propose to grant 
the subject property the following items:

• State Land Use Commission District Boundary Amendment (DBA) from 
Agricultural to Rural

• Community Plan Amendment (CPA) from AG Agricultural to P Public-
Quasi Public

• Change in Zoning (CIZ) from AG Agriculture to P-1 Public/Quasi-Public



Project 
Necessity

These actions would result in 

the proposed land use designations 

being consistent with the existing uses. 



Mahalo


